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Nurses blessed 
at annual event

Police chief looks 
to new challenge

Car clubs are a 
county tradition

River flooding is 
causing havoc

Cooking around 
the campfire
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LIC TITLE

Latest news, 
online extras

Area nurses received 
prayers and blessings 
during the annual National 
Nursing Week event at the 
Edgar County Courthouse.
GRACE, 5B

New Paris Police Chief 
Eric Brown has taken 
over leadership of the 
department and is looking 
forward to the challenges 
and new ideas. NEWS, 3A

The recently formed East 
Side Car Club follows in 
the long tradition of local 
car clubs. A spring car 
show is planned later this 
month. HISTORY, 3B

Flooding on Illinois and 
midwestern rivers is creat-
ing problems for farmers 
and the ag industry.  
AGRIBUSINESS, 7B

As the weather warms up, 
local residents are heading 
to campgrounds and the 
woods and enjoying foil 
pack cooking.  C’EST LA 
VIE, 1B

Lady Tigers softball Coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder gets 
a cooler of ice water 
dumped on him by his 
team after they finished 
the LIC undefeated.  
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Drawing by Kaylee, Crest-
wood School

State slashes county funds
Sulphur Springs Road project a casualty of new Illinois cuts, county funding formula 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Without any warning or explana-
tion, one of the state funds coming 
to the Edgar County Highway De-
partment was slashed by 90 percent 
from $50,000 to $5,000 for the next 
fiscal year.

“Our five-year program is totally 
off center now,” said Aaron Lawson, 
county engineer.

He discussed the issue with coun-
ty board members during the road 
and bridge committee meeting Mon-
day, May 6. He recommended delay-
ing a project to widen and make line 
of sight improvements to sections of 
Sulphur Springs Road because there 
is no clear way forward to secure 

funding.
The cut made to 

Edgar County is 
in the State Match 
Assistance (SMA) 
program. Lawson 
explained SMA is a 
long-standing pro-

gram of the Illinois Department 
of Transportation to help counties 
that cannot levy enough to provide 
the required match to secure federal 
money for infrastructure projects. 
Federally assisted projects are com-
monly funded at 80 or 90 percent, 
with the local match being the re-
maining 20 or 10 percent of the cost.

“That money was my leverage for 
getting federal money,” said Lawson. 

“With $50,000, I could get $500,000 
at a 90-10 split.”

He told county board members 
the original message from IDOT was 
received in early May announcing 
SMA was getting cut in half, which 
should have meant $25,000 for the 
county. The announcement was ac-
companied by additional informa-
tion stating the funding formula was 
also changing and county engineers 
were advised to check a website for 
more information.

The website is where Lawson 
learned Edgar County was to get 
only $5,000 in SMA. He added some 
locations received no money as a re-
sult of the formula change. 

Lawson has served as the county 

engineer for 10 years. When he ar-
rived, Edgar County got $65,000 in 
SMA although the award has steadi-
ly decreased over the years to the 
$50,000 received last year. 

Motor Fuel Tax payments have 
also declined and other state pay-
ments such as County Aid to Bridge 
and Township Aid to Bridge have 
stagnated to the point it takes years 
of saving those payments in order to 
build a bridge.

It is a common practice from the 
federal government to local jurisdic-
tions to have a five-year plan of infra-
structure improvements. The Prai-
rie’s Edge improvement the county 
did in 2018 was actually authorized 

LAWSON

See FUNDING, Page 8A

New 
council
seated
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – It was reorgani-
zation time at the Monday, May 6, 
Chrisman City Council meeting. 

City attorney Robert Morris 
administered the oath of office 
to Mayor Dan Owen and Com-
missioner Rodney Wolfe, both of 
whom were re-elected to another 
term following the April election. 
Taking the oath of office for the 
first time were commissioners 
Thad Crispin and Tyler Alexan-
der.

There is still a vacant seat at 
the council table and Owen 
indicated that position may 
be filled by appointment at 
the May 20 city meeting.     
Owen re-appointed Wolfe as the 
city water commissioner.

“He’s familiar with our water 
project with Paris and will do a 
good job for us,” said Owen.

Wolfe will continue as Chris-
man’s representative to the North-
ern Edgar County Ambulance 
board

Alexander was appointed as fi-
nance commissioner, which also 
carries the responsibility of dep-
uty mayor. In addition, Alexander 
will represent the city council on 
the library board.

Crispin is the new street, alley 
and park commissioner. 

One of the main topics of dis-
cussion for the evening was the 
deteriorated condition of the 
Centennial Park Pavilion and the 
status of a $100,000 Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) grant that 
was awarded to Chrisman but 
not released by either the Quinn 
or Rauner administrations. The 
money was intended to make im-
provements to the pavilion and 
the city building.

“We learned this week the 
$100,000 grant is still alive, but 
we’ve got a lot of paper work to 
fill out,” said Owen. “The person 
I talked to at the state said he is 90 
percent sure we will get it. That 
leaves us 10 percent to worry 
about, which is a serious thing in 
Illinois.”

Wolfe added his conversation 
with a DCEO official confirmed 
the grant can be changed from 
making improvements to dem-
olition of the pavilion and new 
construction of a replacement. 
He explained to the state official 
the city was reluctant to put mon-
ey into the building knowing the 
grant money existed and delaying 
maintenance while waiting for the 
state money resulted in the build-
ing getting beyond repair.

Chrisman resident and former 
city council member Dean Craig 
disagreed the pavilion requires 
demolition and insisted it can be 
repaired. Craig offered to make a 
financial donation toward repair-
ing the building.

Both Owen and Wolfe thanked 

Chrisman welcomes 
two new members

A PERFECT DAY FOR A WALK IN THE WOODS

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Joy Turner leads nature walks in Blackhawk Park the first Saturday of each month, regardless of weather conditions. 
She has been doing this for eight years, and the walks are free.

Celebrating the season
BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

The first Saturday of every month, 
for the past eight years, Joy Turner 
has led nature walks through Black-
hawk Park. Though some might 
think these walks through the same 
trails would grow stale, to Turner, 
the woods are always in motion.

“It’s such a valuable, precious oppor-
tunity to see the turn of the seasons, 
to see the change,” said Tuner. “These 
Dutchman’s breeches were just buds in 
April, and now they’re done.”

She’s quick to point out what 
birds are active, even when they 
can’t be seen. She calls it birding by 
ear. Every few minutes, she pulls a 
bird book out of her bag and starts 
flipping through the pages. She 
seems to know them all noting the 
books put mnemonics to the differ-
ent birds.

At several points, she stops the 
walk and points out the Pe-ter Pe-
ter Pe-ter call of an unseen tufted 
titmouse. She shows real care for 
everything she spots, saying about 
the vulture gliding above the trees, 
“He must be having a hard time of it 
today, not much in the way of ther-
mals for him to ride.”

She recalls her first walk, set up 
with a bird-watching club one Feb-
ruary. 

“There was this fluffy snow on 
the ground, it was gorgeous, and 
easy to walk through. Probably not 
the smartest day to be on the road 

though,” said Turner.
Even when the weather is nasty, 

she likes to say, “A short walk is bet-
ter than no walk. Sometimes you 
can even just pull up your car, roll 
down the windows and see what 
you hear.”

The people she walks with fre-
quently give her something new, too.

“Sometimes there’s a dozen of us, 
sometimes just a couple, sometimes 
it’s just me. And I think, ‘well, I’m 

here, I may as well go for a walk,’” 
she said. 

Even outside of the walks, Turner 
is always excited to share the woods 
with anyone who will appreciate it. 

Pointing to a handrail she and her 
husband built for a bridge on the 
trail, she explained some children 
were afraid to cross the bridge with-
out something to hold onto and el-
derly walkers also had concerns.   

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Joy Turner pauses to point out something interesting on a recent nature walk 
through Blackhawk Park. Turner leads the free nature walks the first Saturday 
of every month and has been doing so for eight years.

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

County votes to abate ambulance tax
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County 
Board meeting Wednes-
day, May 8, touched on 
several issues, including 
a revote on awarding the 
special service area ambu-
lance contract to Horizon 
Health.

Board chairman Jeff Voi-
gt requested the new vote 
because of a procedural 
error involving the April 
22 special meeting when 
the contract was awarded. 
Voigt said the new vote 
was necessary to keep ev-
erything open and above 
board.  

Nothing changed. Board 

members Dan Bruner, Jon 
Chittick and Phil Luding-
ton voted against giving 
the contract to Horizon 
Health. Other board mem-
bers Derrick Lorenzen, 
Karl Farnham Jr. and Andy 
Patrick supported Horizon 
Health. Voigt’s tie-breaking 
vote gave Horizon Health 
the contract.

Horizon Health’s emer-
gency director Samantha 
McCarty informed the 
county board the ambu-
lance service operated 
out of Paris Community 
Hospital received its third 
ambulance May 7, well in 
advance of the contractu-
al start date of June 1. She 

added a fourth ambulance 
is due for delivery in mid-
June.

In a related matter, the 
board also voted to abate 
the special service area 
ambulance tax residents of 
Hunter, Stratton, Elbridge, 
Symmes, Grandview, Buck 
and Paris townships pay. 
Horizon Health claims it 
can provide the ambulance 
service without the tax. 
Prior to the vote it was clar-
ified that abatement is not 
abolishment. 

The tax will not be col-
lected for fiscal year 2019, 
but it does remain in place 
and may be levied in the fu-
ture if conditions change.

Edgar County Circuit 
Clerk Angie Barrett briefed 
the county board about 
new civil fees and criminal 
and traffic assessments be-
ing charged by her office. 
The new fees start July 1, 
and Barrett said the costs 
are based on Illinois Su-
preme Court directives 
and state statute. 

“The supreme court 
wanted more uniformity in 
how clerks assess fees and 
the terminology used,” said 
Barrett, adding there isn’t 
much leeway for the local 
courts to charge more or 
less than what is stipulated.  
She added, “It is what it is.”

See COUNTY, Page 8A

See WALK, Page 8A



TODAY

SHILOH 50TH ANNIVERSARY
The Shiloh School District 
celebrates its 50th anniversary 
with an open house 1-4 p.m. May 
11. There is a special welcome at 
2 p.m. followed by a dedication 
and photo opportunity at 2:30 
p.m. People attending are urged 
to bring Shiloh memorabilia for 
all to see.

HANDBELL CONCERT
The handbell choirs of the First 
Christian Church, First United 
Methodist Church and Lake Ridge 
Christian Church are presenting a 
joint concert 3 p.m. May 11 at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts. A large 
selection of music is on the pro-
gram with each choir performing 
separately plus a segment of the 
performance featuring a massed 
choir. A free will offering will be 
taken for the benefit of Hopes 
and Dreams, a program to assist 
homeless students in Paris High 
School.

VFW STEAK SUPPER
The monthly VFW steak supper 
will be served from 5-7 p.m. at the 
VFW post on West Court Street. 

SUNDAY

PHS HONORS PROGRAM
The annual Paris High School Hon-
ors Program is scheduled at 2 p.m. 
in the Paris Center of Fine Arts. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
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HORIZON HEALTH SAFE SITTER CLASS JUNE 10
Horizon Health will offer a Safe Sitter class for boys and girls 
ages 11-13 on Monday, June 10. The class will take place from 
8:30 am to 3 pm in Conference Room D at Paris Community 
Hospital.
Safe Sitter is a nationally recognized class that provides 
babysitters with basic lifesaving techniques so they are prepared 
to act in a crisis. The class provides tips on safety and security 
precautions, facts about child development and age-appropriate 
activities, and explains the business aspects of babysitting.
In addition to becoming well-qualified babysitters, adolescents 
who complete the class are also better prepared for parenthood. 
Other benefits include enhanced self-esteem, introductory 
employment skills, personal safety, and other life skills.
The cost is $35, which covers materials and lunch. Register by 
Friday, May 31, as class size is limited. Call 217-466-4228.  

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

59   45
Prec: 60%

58   46
Prec: 10%

64   43
Prec: 0%

70   49
Prec: 0%

72   52
Prec: 30%

74   53
Prec: 0%

75   55
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy and cool with 
scattered rain showers and highs in the 
upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Another day with below average 
highs in the upper 50s under mostly cloudy 
skies.

MONDAY — Partly sunny and a little 
warmer, but still seasonally cool with highs 
in the mid 60s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:41 a.m. 7:54 p.m. 11:49 a.m. 1:35 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:40 a.m. 7:55 p.m. 12:59 p.m. 2:18 a.m.

SATURDAY 5:39 a.m. 7:56 p.m. 2:10 p.m. 2:56 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:38 a.m. 7:57 p.m. 12:43 p.m. 3:30 a.m.

MONDAY 5:37 a.m. 7:58 p.m. 3:20 p.m. 4:02 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:36 a.m. 7:59 p.m. 4:30 p.m. 4:33 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:35 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 5:39 p.m. 5:06 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72°/51°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99° in 1896
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32° in 1913

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.12”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.61”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.78”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.48”

NORMAL:    High: 72   Low: 51     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
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Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
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Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
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Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
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Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Douglas 
County, Vermilion County and 
Coles County, Ill. The publisher 
assumes no liability through 
typographical error, and in no 
event will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly priced. 

 Postmaster please send 
address changes to The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, 
Ill. 61944.

Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Paris Beacon-News

from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

HORIZON AMBULANCE FORUM
Horizon Health is hosting a public 
forum at 5:30 p.m. May 14 in 
Conference Room A to discuss 
the healthcare provider’s plans 
for operating the Special Service 
Area for ambulance service. 
Horizon Health Emergency 
Services will begin operation of 
911 ambulance calls at midnight 
June 1. Everyone is invited to 
attend and come with questions 
and concerns.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-

ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 

attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is ham loaf, a white or 
wheat roll, baked macaroni 
and cheese and baked beans 
or breaded tomatoes. The cost 
is $5. Drinks are 50 cents and 
dessert is $1.

FRIDAY

KANSAS GRADUATION
The Kansas High School 
commencement is 7 p.m.  in the 
school gym.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday, May 18, and the 
first and third Saturdays of every 
month for 2019.

CHRISMAN GRADUATION
The Chrisman High School com-
mencement is 2 p.m.  Sunday, 
May 19, in the school gym.

HOSPITAL GIFT SHOP OPENING  
A grand opening event with a rib-
bon cutting for Horizon Health’s 
new gift shop is 10 a.m. May 20 
at the gift shop entrance. The 
gift shop is staffed by the PCH 
Volunteers.  

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP
Horizon Health’s Diabetes 
Support Group meets 10-11 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 21, in Conference 
Room A at Paris Community 
Hospital. Attendees are welcome 
to bring their families and 
friends. The featured speaker is a 
representative from the Human 
Resources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties (HRC). For more 
information, contact Leighsa 
Cornwell, 217-466-4228, or 
LCornwell@myhorizonhealth.org.

PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 
is 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 21, at the 
First United Methodist Church. 
The public is invited to attend 
the service for the students. A 
reception follows. The service is 
sponsored by the Paris Ministeri-
al Fellowship.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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NO CLOSING
COSTS

= equals =

MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees
incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or
search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, application fees, 

 credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through May - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

We raise beans. 
We raise corn. 
And now we raise 
wind turbines. 

As I look back and 
see the turbines, 
I know our community 
is benefitting. 

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm 
is estimated to contribute more 
than $2 million to local schools, 
roads, fire districts and other 
important public services in the 
first year alone.

- Karl, Landowner at 
EDP Renewables’ 

Timber Road Wind Farm

Most of us have experience ‘itchy’ eyes at one 
time or another.  It’s important to know the 
cause in order to properly solve the problem.  

The most common cause of itchy eyes is ocular allergies 
which might be seasonal or environmental.  There are many 
types of eyedrops both over-the-counter and prescription 
that can give significant relief.  Dry Eye is also often a cause 
for itching.  They might itch or burn along with fluctuat-
ing vision with blinking.  Again, treatment with an eyedrop 
might be beneficial.  Blepharitis, inflammation of the eye-
lids, is another possible cause which can often be relieved 
with improved lid hygiene or medical treatment.  Another 
common cause is irritation due to contact lens use.  Proper 
wear and care is very important.  The most important thing 
to remember about ocular itching though is DO NOT RUB.  
No mater what the cause rubbing your eyes often makes 
the itching worse and can even cause damage to the eye.  If 
you have the overwhelming sensation to rub try using a cool 
wash cloth over closed eyelids for relief and remember to 
follow up with your favorite eye care professional!

EYES
On Itchy Eyes

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong Hot Dog $2.00

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Chicken Strips, Fries & Drink  $6.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Lime

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

New chief is ready for challenge

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A 19-year veteran of the 
Paris Police Department is 
the new chief.

Eric Brown moved into 
the position May 4 following 
former Chief Mike Henness’ 
May 3 retirement. The official 
swearing in ceremony comes 
during the May 13 Paris city 
council meeting.

“It just felt right this time,” 
Brown said of his decision to 
seek the chief ’s job after Hen-
ness announced his retire-
ment plans.

He briefly considered ap-
plying for the job five years 
ago when Henness was made 
chief but decided not to do so.

“This is not about making 
more money or boosting my 
pension,” Brown said. “I was 
ready for a change and now I 
can move on and bring my ex-
perience and the relationships 
I have built into the chief ’s po-
sition.”

He was referring to con-
tacts created with multiple law 
enforcement agencies during 
his 14 years as an investigator 
with the department. During 
that time, Brown worked with 
the FBI, DEA, postal inspec-
tors, state investigators and 
detectives from neighboring 
jurisdictions on a variety of 
cases.

Brown didn’t originally plan 

on being a police officer. Like 
many in the community, his 
first job was cleaning bean fields 
when he was 11 and that was 
something he did every sum-
mer through age 15. During 
high school, he worked at the 
former IGA grocery store and 
was employed at Eagle-Pich-
er for 10 years after gradua-
tion, but it wasn’t satisfying. 
“I knew that wasn’t for me – 
10 years and I was ready to 
do something different,” said 
Brown.

The idea of police work 
happened by chance. Brown 
bought a house and his neigh-
bor was Roger Findley, a Paris 
police officer. The two be-
came acquainted and Findley 
suggested Brown think about 

joining the force. Brown 
considered the idea, applied 
during the next testing cycle 
and was hired.

“I owe quite a bit to Roger 
for that,” said Brown.

A career in law enforce-
ment is something Brown has 
enjoyed. He appreciates that 
it offers challenges and lacks 
routine so no day is ever the 
same as the one before it. He 
acknowledged some days are 
good and some days are bad.

“I dealt with crimes like sex 
offenses that nobody wants to 
deal with but when you can 
get resolution that can pro-
vide closure for families,” said 
Brown.

He added despite the posi-
tives of police work there are a 

couple of issues anybody con-
sidering law enforcement as 
a career must consider. First, 
there is the constant exposure 
to bad people, often engaged 
in heinous activity. This can 
lead to an attitude that every-
body is bad and that is some-
thing Brown wants his offi-
cers to guard against. He said 
there are many good people 
throughout the community.

Responding to suicides is 
another unpleasant duty of 
the job. He said anybody who 
thinks they can’t deal with 
that should avoid police work.

Brown sees the department 
as heading in the right direc-
tion, and he wants to continue 
the emphasis Henness placed 
on public relations, while also 
providing more training to 
the officers.

“I have lots of ideas but 
I’m learning the day-to-day 
operations. When I’m com-
fortable with that I can start 
implementing some things,” 
said Brown.

One of those ideas is already 
underway. Police officers are 
no longer giving warnings 
before issuing citations for 
junk, debris and abandoned 
vehicles around homes. The 
proliferation of such proper-
ties concerns Brown, noting it 
is not the Paris he remembers 
while growing up.

“I firmly believe a cleaner 
city brings in better citizens, 
and with that, less crime,” said 
Brown. “It’s not something 
you can change overnight.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Eric Brown, a 19-year veteran of the Paris Police Department, is 
the department’s new chief. He pledged the community will see 
him out and about as he has no desire to be an administrator 
stuck at a computer terminal all day.

Eric Brown takes 
over Paris PD top job

ESDA, first responders hold annual drill
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Emergency responders 
must be prepared for any-
thing that might happen and 
one of the best ways to do 
that is by practicing different 
scenarios.

Every year the Edgar Coun-
ty Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency coordinates 
an emergency drill so the 
various response agencies 
can work together to find out 
what works and make modi-
fications before encountering 
life situations. Past drills have 
practiced hazardous materials 
response and natural disas-
ters. 

The ESDA drill Thursday, 
May 9, was for search and res-
cue.

A scenario created by Jill 
Taylor, ESDA coordinator, 
had four elderly people wan-
dering away from a nursing 
home and eventually spotted 
walking along the railroad 
tracks behind the Hart-
ley-Taylor Fire Training Cen-
ter on Cherry Point Road. 
The ground behind the train-
ing center is wooded with 
thick undergrowth reduc-
ing visibility and a couple of 
ponds and a marshy area. 

Searchers had to comb the 
trails looking for four elderly 
people, two with Alzheimer’s. 
In the scenario, two were 
found alive and ambulatory. 
One was unresponsive and 
required CPR. One was dead 
at the scene.

Taylor threw in a couple of 

extra twists for the searchers. 
A suspected meth lab was 
discovered, which required 
one person to drop from the 
search party in order to stand 
guard over that location. The 
other twist was one of the first 
responders experienced an 
allergic reaction to a bee sting 
and had to be carried from the 
woods.

The Paris Fire Department, 
the Paris Police Department, 
the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department and Horizon 
Health Ambulance participat-
ed in the exercise. The police 
department’s contingent in-
cluded K-9 officer Scott Dunn 
and his partner Diezal.

Having the dog on site 
proved beneficial in tracking 
the two high school volun-

teers portraying the senior 
citizens who were found alive. 
Diezal also charged off trail 
into a weedy area where one 
of the fire department’s train-
ing mannequins was deposit-
ed as the expired person. The 
fourth victim was found in an 
area the dog did not search.

Taylor said the drill went 
well and the main concern 
was some communication 
issues that arose during the 
practice. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Law enforcement officers report finding the body, actually a mannequin, during a search and rescue 
training exercise Thursday, May 9.The event was the annual Edgar County Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency’s emergency response drill. 
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Paris woman’s probation revoked; going to prison
 BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Ciera N. Prouse’s inability 
to comply with probation has 
resulted in the court taking 
the next step and sending her 
to prison for 18 months.

Prouse, 27, Paris, appeared 
in custody for the April 29 
criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
4 felony criminal trespassing 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charges. She was sentenced 
in the felony matter to 18 
months in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 
credit for 11 days previous-
ly served, a $500 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
For the Class A misdemean-
or, she received 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, 18 months of condition-
al discharge, court costs and 
various state fees.

Prouse was also presented 
with and admitted a petition 

to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 4 felony theft 
conviction. The court gave 
her an 18-month concurrent 
DOC sentence.

Another concurrent 
18-month sentence was hand-
ed down in a second Class 4 
felony theft conviction that 
also had probation revoked. 

In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a 
Class 4 felony violating an or-
der of protection charge.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench on April 
29 and May 2 included:

IN CUSTODY
nAnthony R. Ballard, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor interfering with the 
reporting of domestic battery. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. Bond was 

set at $5,000, and he was or-
dered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim as a con-
dition of bond. Ballard was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDamien C. Hays, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a status review 
hearing for his Class A mis-
demeanor battery convic-
tion. The case was referred 
to collections and Hays was 
released on a personal recog-
nizance bond.
nLisa M. Holly, 35, Ma-

homet, appeared in custody. 
She pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charge and was sen-
tenced to 18 days in jail with 
credit for 18 days previously 
served, one year of condi-
tional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs, various state fees, 
an order to complete coun-
seling per an assessment and 
an order to have no contact 
with the apparent victim. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a second 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charge. She was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nDavid Lee Hunt, 63, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. He was charged 
with a Class 1 felony bringing 
a controlled substance into a 
penal institution and a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.

In another matter, Hunt’s 
Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving on a revoked license 
conviction was continued 
for a status review hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nBradley N. King, 49, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony intimidation and a Class 
A misdemeanor reckless con-
duct.  He told the court he 
will hire an attorney and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Bond 
was set at $10,000, and King 
was ordered to have no con-

tact with the apparent minor 
victims or their residence. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nChristopher R. May, 36, 

Indianapolis, Ind., appeared 
in custody. He was charged 
with a Class X felony meth-
amphetamine trafficking and 
a Class 1 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
May was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond. 

In another matter, May’s 
unresolved Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charge was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nJoshua D. Means, 26, 

Metcalf, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
1 felony residential burglary, 
a Class 2 felony possession of 
a stolen firearm and a Class 3 
felony possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nStacey L. Mejean, 33, 

Bloomington, Ind., appeared 
in custody on a warrant for 
three counts of a Class 3 fel-
ony for failure to register as a 
convicted sex offender charge. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. She was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJami H. Murdock, 33, 

Clinton, Ind., appeared in 
custody, waived the prelim-
inary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class X felony de-
livery of methamphetamine, 
a Class 1 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance charges. 
The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference, and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJason W. Reeves, 41, 

Bridgeport, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. His Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license conviction was 
continued for a status review 
hearing. He was released on a 
personal recognizance bond.
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Par-

is, appeared in custody, and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felo-
ny theft of a motor vehicle and 
a Class 3 felony theft charges. 
He was granted a furlough 
from jail to attend residen-
tial treatment in a behavioral 
health facility when an open-
ing occurs. Rigdon was specif-
ically ordered to return to jail 
when dismissed from treat-
ment. His unresolved Class 
3 felony aggravated battery, 
Class A misdemeanor battery, 
Class A misdemeanor theft 
and Class A misdemeanor vi-
olating an order of protection 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nRoxanne M. Rigdon, 37, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

The public defender was 
appointed and a first appear-
ance with counsel was sched-
uled. Rigdon was granted a 
personal recognizance bond 
and was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nHeidi Jo Smith, 45, Dan-

ville, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her Class A 

misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction 
was referred to the collection 
agency. Smith was released 
on a personal recognizance 
bond.

CHARGES
nGwyneth F. Blair, 18, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nRichard E. Brady, 33, 

Kansas, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor battery. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney. A first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled.
nRiley A. Dunnagan, 21, 

Jacksonville, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor speeding. He 
was sentenced to a $400 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. 
nMary K. Floyd, 16, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She told 
the court she will hire an at-
torney and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nShawn Laufman, no age 

or address provided, was 
charged with a Class 4 felony 
violating an order of protec-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nNathan W. Pardi, 20, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nJames Pine, 36, Paris, was 

charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order 
of protection. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nPhillip E. Johnson III, 28, 

Georgetown, pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 
nChristopher L. Reedy, 

44, Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and was sentenced to 
150 days in jail with credit 
for 26 days previously served, 
23 days to be served under 
work release rules and the 
remaining time subject to the 
court’s discretion, two years 
of first-offender probation, a 
$500 fine, 10 hours of com-
munity service work, court 
costs, various state fees, an 
order to complete counseling 
per an evaluation and an or-
der to forfeit all items seized 
at the time of his arrest. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice, 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery and a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer charges. 
nKatrisha D. Stapp, 26, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 4 felony 
possession of cannabis and 
was sentenced to 150 days in 
jail with 60 days to be served 
as electronic home monitor-
ing with work release and the 
remaining 90 days subject to 
the court’s discretion, two 
years of first-offender pro-
bation, a $500 fine, 10 hours 
of community service work, 
court costs, various state fees, 
an order to complete counsel-
ing per an evaluation and an 
order to forfeit items seized 

at the time of her arrest. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 3 
felony manufacturing canna-
bis charge. 
nAnthony L. Wilson, 18, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing. He was sentenced to one 
year of conditional discharge, 
a $400 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJames R. Finger, 48, Leb-

anon, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charges. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nZachariah E. Fitzgerald, 

31, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor aggra-
vated assault and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The matter was contin-
ued for a hearing on a motion 
to modify bond. 
nRobert Allyn Newby, 

53, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving under the 
influence of alcohol and two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nMichael A. Starr, 32, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony reckless discharge of 
a firearm and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a 
firearm without a FOID card. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nSteven D. Tarter, 25, Ran-

toul, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked registration charge. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled. 
nJohn W. Waterman, 45, 

Clinton, Ind., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nBrendan Connors, 48, 

Charleston, learned the ar-
rest warrant for his failure to 
appear in court was quashed. 
His unresolved Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft charge 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nAngela J. Jordan, 43, Par-

is, learned the state withdrew 
a petition to revoke her con-
ditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
conviction.
nSteven K. Pruitt, 34, 

Georgetown, failed to appear. 
The court imposed a 40-day 
jail sentence attached to his 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
conviction. A warrant for his 
arrest was issued.
nBrittney R. Rechkem-

mer, 28, Paris, learned the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor unlawful display 
of a title charge. The case was 
closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Jamie E. Adams, 37, 
Paris; Johnathon D. Leonard, 
40, Kansas; Jessica L. Mc-
Cullough, no age provided, 
Terre Haute, Ind.; Tabitha 
Munds, 22, Paris; and Dan-
ielle L. Sass, 33, Paris.
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Memorial Flag Program
As Memorial Day approaches, our thoughts turn to those who 

have given so much to our country by serving in the 
United States Armed Forces.  

Memorial Day is a day to give thanks to all veterans, and to 
remember those veterans who have gone before us.   

Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home initiated the Memorial Flag 
Program to honor those veterans.   We will be giving American 

flags to veteran’s family  members to be placed 
on their loved one’s grave.

 Please stop by Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home May 20th 
through May 24th between the hours of 

8 am and 4 pm to receive your flag.

Memorial Flags are for families of all U.S. Veterans.   
*Limit one flag per veteran.*

Thomas D. Carroll, Director            Mark T. Anderson, Director

Stewart & Carroll Funeral Home

Sincerely Caring For Your Family’s Needs

303. E. Wood Street    •    Paris, IL 61944    •    (217) 465-6311

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett
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JENNIFER KNIGHT
WEST TERRE HAUTE, 

Ind. – Jennifer Lynn Edington 
Knight, 74 of Paris, went to be 

with the Lord 
at 2:20 p.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
May 4, 2019, 
surrounded 
by her loving 
family. She 
was retired 
from Ham-

ilton Center where she had 
been the business office man-
ager for 25 years.

A celebration of life service 
is 2 p.m. today, May 11, at the 
West Side Christian Church, 
126 N. 8th St., West Terre 
Haute, Ind., with Pastor Chris 
Wilbur officiating. Burial is in 
Rose Hill Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from 4 to 7 p.m. EST 
Friday, May 10, and again 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
time today at the church. Fitz-
patrick Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Mrs. Knight was born Sept. 
5, 1944, the daughter of the 
late Roy Edington and Car-
rie Lillian Maddox Edington. 
She married Larry Knight 
of West Terre Haute April 4, 
1964, which was the begin-
ning of an amazing life that 
touched more people than ei-
ther of them could have ever 
imagined.

She is survived by her lov-
ing husband and best friend of 
55 years; daughters and part-
ners in crime, Lori Dowers, 
Kristi (Luis) Salazar, Sheri 
(Brett Ramsey) Knight, Mar-
ci (Tom) Miller, Jaymi (Dan 
Vandiver) Morgan and hon-
orary daughter Paula Huff-
man; sister, Judy Neidlinger; 
brother-in-law, Tom Winters; 
eight grandchildren, Danielle 
(Ryan) Sullivan, Shelby (Ted 
Fagg) Knight, Bre (Tom Yea-
ger) Olinger, Kylie ( Jordan 
Schoneck) Knight, Ashley 
(Tanner) Dubes-Cripe, Al-
yssa (Brice) Cannon, Evan 
Kispert, and Tristan Warner; 
13 great-grandchildren, Ty, 
Kambre, Bryor, Luke, Grace-
lyn, Cashlynn, Lincoln, Char-
lotte, Delilah, Adken, Gen-
try, Charles and Darius; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family and 
dear friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Joann Winters; 
and brother, Marvin Eding-
ton.

Mrs. Knight was a member 

of the West Side Christian 
Church and class treasurer for 
the Garfield Class of 1962.

She chose to view life as a 
grand adventure, whether that 
be a trip to the grocery store 
or a vacation with her family. 
She always took the road less 
traveled, as there was so much 
to discover in this world. She 
never knew a stranger and 
opened her house and her 
heart to everyone.  

Mrs. Knight was a dazzling 
enigma with a quirky per-
sonality. She was extremely 
competitive, so it is no sur-
prise that she leaves us as the 
Gin Rummy champion; Ship, 
Captain and Crew master; 
and the all-time Left, Right, 
Center winner. 

Other favorites were Wheel 
of Fortune and Jeopardy, as 
long as they were played by 
her rules. She had a beautiful 
laugh that was severely conta-
gious.  

She was happy by nature 
and always looked for the 
bright side in any situation, 
hence, she was our sunshine. 
She was fierce and feisty with 
a repertoire of one-liners that 
could make anyone blush and 
loved to leave others speech-
less. She was full of useful 
wisdom and life experiences. 
She is, and will always be, 
the glue that holds her head-
strong and stubborn family 
together.  

In 2003, Mrs. Knight and 
her husband founded the 
Redneck Social Club. This 
was the scene for many great 
gatherings that brought 
friends and family together, 
where countless memories 
were made (some of which 
are a bit fuzzy). 

She also enjoyed attend-
ing NASCAR races, golf cart 
rides, boating on the Wabash 
River, gardening and her 
hummingbirds. 

She was proficient at cook-
ing for an army and was a mas-
ter baker. Her chocolate cook-
ie sheet cake was a specialty 
and family favorite that occa-
sionally spurred fork-stabbing 
outbreaks when supplies grew 
low. Snickerdoodles were also 
a family favorite, with hon-
orable mention going to her 
homemade yeast rolls.

Memorial donations may 
be made to West Side Chris-
tian Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.fitzpatrickfunerals.com.

KNIGHT

DAVID COOLEY
David Wayne Cooley, 67, 

of Paris, passed away at 9 
p.m. Monday, May 6, 2019, 

at Paris 
Community 
Hospital. He 
was retired 
after working 
many years 
as a truck 
driver for 
Paris Trans-
port. 

A memo-
rial service 
c e l e b r a t -
ing his life 

will be announced at a later 
date.  Templeton Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with the arrangements.

Mr. Cooley was born Jan. 
30, 1952, at Paris, the son of 
the late Bobby M. and Barba-
ra Shonk Cooley. He married 
Agnes Marie Meador Aug. 
13, 2005, at Brocton, and she 
survives. 

Also surviving are three 
children, Brad Cooley of Par-
is, Marshall (Brandi) Vest of 
Paris and Angie (Lon) Gib-
bons of Terre Haute, Ind.; 
two brothers, Bob (Betty) 
Cooley of Paris and Jim 
( Joanie) Cooley of Lake 
Hills, Texas; three sisters, 
Betsy Hauseman of Miramar, 
Fla., Karen Hamm of Paris, 
and Joan Twigg of Paris; nine 
grandchildren, Petty Officer 
Second Class PR2(AW) Sa-
brina Cooley, Keana Blake, 
Brenden Fansler, Donald 
Olsen, Joanna Brankey, Lilly 

Lamb, Meridian Vest, Mason 
Vest and Melissa Hall; nu-
merous great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-neph-
ews, including Jennifer La-
Baume, Zachary Adams, Levi 
LaBaume, Clayton LaBaume 
and Avari LaBaume. 

He was preceded in death 
by an infant brother, Robert 
Cooley; and an infant sister, 
Mary Cooley. 

Mr. Cooley was a veteran of 
the United States Army and 
the National Guard, having 
served two tours of duty in 
Vietnam. He was a life mem-
ber of the Paris American 
Legion Post #211 where he 
served in the honor guard. He 
was a past member of the Ed-
gar County Shrine Club. He 
enjoyed woodworking, riding 
his motorcycle, and above all 
else he loved spending time 
with his family. 

Online condolences at 
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

COOLEY

JAMES BERRY JR.
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 

James Fredrick Berry Jr., 63, 
of Terre Haute, Ind., passed 

away Thurs-
day, May 
2, 2019, at 
Terre Haute 
R e g i o n a l 
Hospital.  

A memo-
rial Mass was 
6 p.m. EST, 
T h u r s d a y , 
May 9, at 
St. Benedict 
Church, 111 
South 9th 

Street, with the Rev. Fred Pas-
che, as the celebrant. Burial 
was 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 
10, in Sugar Grove Cemetery, 
16322-16398 N. 2300th St., 
Chrisman. Visitation was 
from 5 p.m. until the Mass 
Thursday at the church. Calla-
han & Hughes Funeral Home 
was in charge of the arrange-
ments

Mr. Berry was born June 
16, 1955, in Charleston, the 
son of the late James Fredrick 
Berry and Helen Crum Berry.

Survivors include his three 
children, Josh (Vanessa) 
Crosley, Cassandra Crosley, 
Anna ( Justin) Moore; four 
grandchildren, Maddox Cros-
ley, Samantha Moore, Aubrie 
Moore and Lillian Moore; 
a sister, Carolyn Seeber; a 
brother, John (Rebecca) Ber-
ry; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in 
death by a nephew.

Mr. Berry was a graduate of 
Montezuma High School and 
Lake Land College. He served 
in the U.S. Army and was a 
member of St. Benedict Cath-
olic Church. He was a philos-
opher, as well as a theologian. 

The written word was his 
favorite hobby, with a love of 
science fiction. He was the 
household champion of Triv-
ial Pursuit, as well as a sore 
loser of Risk. His smile was 
contagious and his laugh a 
balm for the soul. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the National Can-
cer Association.

Online condolences avail-
able at www.callahanand-
hughes.com. 

BERRY

MARY ANN BROWN
Mary Ann Brown, 79, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:50 
a.m. Friday, May 10, 2019, at 

Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital/Hori-
zon Health.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
there will 
be a private 
g r a v e s i d e 

service at Edgar Cemetery.   
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mrs. Brown was born 
March 25, 1940, at Sullivan, 
Ind., the daughter of the 
late Raymond and Helen 
Haun.  She married William 

J. Brown Oct. 19, 1963, in La 
Canada, Calif., and he passed 
away March 25, 2016.  

She is survived by her sis-
ters-in-law, Joan Matting-
ly, Maxine Cochran and 
Lourdes Haun; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

She was also preceded in 
death by her brother, Ronald 
Haun.  

Mrs. Brown was a 1958 
graduate of Paris High School 
and a 1962 graduate of the 
University of Illinois.   She 
was a teacher in California, 
and a secretary of Paris Dis-
trict 95 and Illinois Cereal 
Mills in Paris.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BROWN

BETTY GOOD
OAKLAND – Betty Rose 

Kerans Good, 92, of Par-
is, passed away at 7:48 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
May 8, 2019.

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
May 11, at 
Krabel Fu-
neral Home. 
Burial fol-

lows at Embarrass Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 10 a.m. un-
til the service time today at 
the funeral home.     

Mrs. Good was born Oct. 3, 
1926, at Windsor, the daughter 
of the late Loy Cecil and Effie 
Rosetta Swinford Kerans. She 
married Alva David Good Dec. 
31, 1947, at Charleston, and 
they enjoyed nearly 72 won-
derful years together.

She is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Alva Good; 
one daughter, Teresa (Frank) 
Cheatham of Paris; one 
son, Dave (Robin) Good 
of Mowequa; two grand-

daughters, Amie ( Jeff) 
Cook of Elba, Ala., and Mi-
chele (Shawn) Simoneaux 
of Terre Haute, Ind.; three 
great-grandsons, Lane Ziglar 
of Elba, Ala., Jarett Simoneaux 
and Zach Simoneaux, both of 
Terre Haute, Ind.; many niec-
es, nephews and cousins; and 
a sister-in-law, Pauline Good. 

Mrs. Good attended 
Charleston High School and 
Redmon Christian Church. 
She spent most of her life as 
a homemaker, caring for her 
family. She was loved and 
adored by everyone who met 
her, and will be remembered 
for her kind, sweet spirit. 

The family expresses grat-
itude to Carle Hospice and 
Brookstone in Paris for the 
amazing care and compassion 
shown during this difficult 
time.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Redmon Chris-
tian Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com. 

GOOD

REUSE
the news

TOM KAUFFMAN
Tom Sell Kauffman, 86, of 

Paris, passed away at 12:30 
p.m. Monday, May 6, 2019, 

at Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital/Hori-
zon Health 
Emergenc y 
Room.  He 

was a tree trimmer and jack-
of-all-trades.  

All services are pri-
vate. Stewart and Carroll Fu-
neral Home is assisting the 
family with the arrangements. 

Mr. Kauffman was born 
Oct. 6, 1932, at Paris, the son 
of the late Joe Sell Kauffman 
and the late Emma Myers 
Kauffman.  He married Dolly 
Hobbs Aug. 24, 1977, in Par-
is, and she survives.  

Other survivors include 
his children, Candis McCa-
rty of Paris and Troy Kauff-

man of Dennison; stepchil-
dren, Donna Petty of Paris, 
Sandy Cunningham of Par-
is, Rose Sims of Marshall, 
David Cusick of Hopkins-
ville, Ky., and Betty Griffin 
of Paris; 20 grandchildren; 
several great-grandchildren 
and and several nieces and 
nephews.  

He was preceded in death 
by his siblings, Della Fee, 
Dorothy Kauffman, Helen 
Lorene Kauffman, Lee Kauff-
man and Joe Kauffman; and 
half-siblings, Alvin Kauffman 
and Priscilla Kauffman.

Mr. Kauffman was a Unit-
ed States Army veteran of the 
Korean War and was a mem-
ber of American Legion Post 
211 and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3601.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

LARRY PARKER
Larry Richard Parker, 70, 

of Paris, and formerly of In-
dianapolis, Ind., passed away 
at 3:50 a.m. Thursday, May 9, 
2019, at Twin Lakes Rehab & 
Health Care.  

Per his instructions, cre-
mation is scheduled and no 
public services are planned. 

T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home of Par-
is is in charge 
of arrange-

ments. 
Additional information 

and online condolences at 
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

BILLY CHANDLER
OAKLAND – Billy Leon 

Chandler, 85, of Oakland, 
passed away Wednesday, May 

8, 2019, at 
Sarah Bush 
L i n c o l n 
Health Care. 

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. today, 
May 11, at 
Oak Grove 

Separate Baptist Church. 
Burial follows in the Oakland 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
1 p.m. until the service time 

today at the 
church. Kra-
bel Funeral 
Home is in 
charge of the 

arrangements.
Memorial donations may 

be made to Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.CHANDLER

REUSE
the news



Danny Baker was a highly suc-
cessful and even brilliant British 
radio host in the eyes of his BBC 

bosses, until he 
tweeted a photo 
that wasn’t as 
innocently cute 
as he thought it 
was.

The photo 
depicted a young 
man and woman 
holding hands 
with a chimpan-
zee over a caption 
that read: “Royal 

baby leaves hospital.”
His bosses, among many 

others, were not amused by his 
intemperate salute to newborn 
Archie Harrison Mountbat-
ten-Windsor, son of Prince Harry 
and his biracial American wife, 
Meghan Markle. He deleted the 
tweet and apologized, saying he 
had not considered the picture’s 
racist connotations. Too late. He 
was fired later the same day.

Too bad. 
Baker’s blunder illustrates the 

hidden impact of the new royal 
baby’s arrival: He offers us com-
moners another opportunity to 
embarrass ourselves through our 
ignorance, not only about royalty 
but also about race.

I call such racial gaffes the 
downside of trying not to see 
color. 

That’s a well-meaning impulse 
when it leads us to treat others 
fairly, regardless of their race or 
ethnicity. 

But attempts to impose a false 
invisibility on important issues 
like race, gender and ethnicity 
can blind us to aspects of other 
people that we should be trying 
to see.

Baker should have gotten a 
clue from the fact Harry and 
Meghan’s nuptials in May 2018 
drew more global attention and, I 
would argue, caused more excite-
ment than any other since Prince 

Charles and Princess Diana tied 
the knot in 1981.

Amid the current storms over 
trade wars, real wars, Brexit and 
border security debates, the Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex and baby 
Archie offer us, at least, a lovely 
symbolic vision of peace and love 
across racial and international 
lines.

For the black diaspora, espe-
cially in the United Kingdom and 
the United States, Archie’s par-
ents and his birth have stirred an 
excitement mixed with questions. 
One appeared in the headline to 
an op-ed by Carla Hall, a Los An-
geles Times editorial writer who 
also is biracial: “Will Meghan 
Markle and Prince Harry raise 
their baby to be black?”

Hall’s essay, which was more 
nuanced than its headline, pro-
voked a wide array of responses 
from trolls as well as sensible 
people. 

After all, even unabashed social 
justice warriors should hesitate 
before considering a member 
of the British royal family to be 
oppressed, just because he has a 
mixed-race mom. 

Living while royal most likely 
will mean more to baby Archie’s 
identity development than living 
while black.

We don’t even know yet how 
much his black genes will affect 
how he looks. As much as we in 
the U.S. are conditioned by the 
one-drop rule, a distinctly Amer-
ican idea that one drop of black 
blood in your ancestry makes you 
black, baby Archie could be part 
black but look quite white.

Racial identity is expressed in 
two ways: How we see our-
selves and what others see when 
they look at us. Archie may 
grow into skin color and hair 
texture that looks white enough 
for others to presume that’s all 
that matters.

Yet as Baker’s misadventure il-
lustrates, how a child sees himself 

or herself can be challenged on 
an almost daily basis by a world 
that only wants to see one racial 
or cultural heritage at a time, of-
ten through the distorting lenses 
of stereotypes.

Writer Lizzie Skurnick, daugh-
ter of a black mother and white 
Jewish father, asked a question 
in a New York Times essay that 
is similar to Hall’s: “Will he have 
kinky hair?” 

Either way, she notes, she’ll 
love #BabySussex, as his parents 
hashtagged their son on Insta-
gram, and hopes he’ll be as proud 
of his kinky hair as she is proud 
of hers.

That’s important, as mixed-race 
Americans have become a grow-
ing category of Americans, for 
children and teens who inevitably 
have questions about themselves, 
their background, their heritage 
and how to put up with some-
times annoying “What are you?” 
questions from their peers.

For this, Harry and Meghan 
offered a good model in their 
choices of wedding speakers 
and music from Meghan’s 
cultural heritage. Chicago-born 
Bishop Michael Curry, the first 
African-American to head the 
Episcopal Church in the U.S. 
delivered a spirited sermon. A 
gospel choir sang, breaking from 
Church of England tradition and 
breaking into a lively version of 
Ben E. King’s 1961 hit “Stand By 
Me.”

I’m sure I was not the only Af-
rican-American in the global au-
dience who was reminded in that 
service of the cultural experience 
my parents gave me, not only to 
appreciate where I was coming 
from but also to prepare me for 
the larger world into which I 
hoped to grow. 

I wish no less for baby Archie, 
whichever way his privileged life 
takes him.

(Clarence Page is a member of 
the Tribune Editorial Board.)
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The Chicago Police 
Department reported 
last week the number of 

people 
murdered 
in the city 
fell 10 
percent 
during the 
first four 
months 
of 2019 
compared 
to last year 
during 
the same 

period. 
While that’s good news 

and part of a two-year 
downward trend, lost in 
much of the coverage was 
a worrisome murder spike 
in the month of April. The 
Chicago Sun-Times count-
ed 62 Chicago homicides 
in April, up from 37 in 
April of last year and 48 in 
April of 2017. 

It’s too early to tell 
whether this is an aber-
ration or a trend. May-
or-elect Lori Lightfoot has 
been busily meeting with 
law enforcement officials 
over the past several days 
in an attempt to develop a 
plan before she takes office 
on May 20 and before 
summer starts, when street 
violence tends to increase 
as the weather warms.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
spent over a year on the 
campaign trail talking 
about his strong belief that 
violence is a public health 
issue. He also touted his 
support for violence inter-
ruption programs, which 
do things like mediate 
conflicts between rival 
individuals and groups 
and try to prevent retalia-
tions from spiraling out of 
control. 

After then-Gov. Bruce 
Rauner blamed the city’s 
crime problem on the lack 
of jobs and even illegal 
immigrants, Pritzker 
countered during a debate 
last October by laying at 
least some of the blame at 
Rauner’s feet.

“Gun violence across 
the state of Illinois has 
gone up in the very same 
period that Gov. Rauner 
refused to compromise 
on a budget,” Pritzker said 
during the debate. 

“So many of the 
violence interruption 
services, human services 
that people have as their 
last vestige of connection 

A grave 
shortage 
of nurses

Being a mother — especially those who are working — is tough work 

In case you missed it, we just finished Na-
tional Pull Up a Chair and Play Some Cards 
with Nurses Week. OK, before you break 

open a new deck of Bicycles 
to toss at me, hear me out. 

This past week was Nation-
al Nurses Week, time to say 
thanks to your favorite nurs-
es. Washington state senator 
Maureen Walsh (R) discov-
ered last month that a lot of 
people have a lot of favorite 
nurses when she broke her 
foot off in her mouth during 
a floor debate on a bill that 
would provide uninterrupted 

meal and rest breaks and mandatory overtime 
for nurses and other healthcare providers. 

“By putting these types of mandates on 
a critical access hospital that literally serves 
a handful of individuals, I would submit to 
you those nurses probably do get breaks. 
They probably play cards for a considerable 
amount of the day.” 

Ooops. 
She apologized several days later after 

receiving about 1,700 decks of cards and the 
enmity of nearly every nurse in the nation. 

Walsh had a point, but crushed it with her 
inelegant remarks. No, nurses do not spend 
their days playing Hearts, but they do spend 
their time mending hearts, as she well knows. 
Walsh apologized, saying she does not believe 
hospitals are full of card-carrying nurses, and 
noting that her mother worked long hours as 
a registered nurse and sacrificed to provide 
for the family.

Indeed.
Nurses, like many healthcare providers, 

respond to a special calling and dedication 
for their profession. Many nurses see patients 
at their lowest points, and then participate 
with them and their families in the joys and 
rewards that come from healing. 

The disturbing fact, however, is that the 
nation has a shrinking number of nurses as a 

They birthed us, cleaned, fed, 
sheltered and counseled us for 
years, and, when the chips are 
down, are always there to tell us 
they love us. Mothers are most 
worthy of praise, and Mother’s 
Day is a holiday anyone who has a 
mother should mark with appropri-
ate fuss and affection.

 The holiday was copyrighted by 
Anna Jarvis, a West Virginia woman 
who wanted to honor the memory 
of her late mother. In 1907, two 
years after her mother’s death, she 
embarked on a campaign to make it 
a holiday. In 1914 it was nationally 
recognized.

As soon as the 1920s, though, 
Ms. Jarvis was complaining about 
the holiday being commercialized. 
She once railed against those who 
honored the holiday by sending only 

a printed greeting card.
Twenty-first century moms face 

challenges that could not be imag-
ined by Jarvis, such as juggling work 
with parenting and with co-manag-
ing the household. Their role often is 
diminished or at least undervalued 
by the popular entertainment media.

An estimated 70 percent of moth-
ers of children under the age of 18 
work. Three-quarters of these moth-
ers work full time. Yet, according to a 
Pew Research Center survey con-
ducted in 2012, only 30 percent said 
full-time work was the ideal situation. 
Although this is a significant increase 
from 20 percent in 2007, most moth-

ers want to work part-time. Six in 10 
working mothers said part-time work 
would be their ideal, the Pew survey 
said. Twenty percent would prefer 
not to work at all.

These working moms are still 
making less money than their male 
counterparts, and 40 percent of 
working mothers say having a family 
has hindered their career advance-
ment.

Mothers are like airline pilots. 
When their children achieve liftoff 
into responsible adulthood, they 
don’t win gushing accolades, for 
that is what is expected of them. But 
when their offspring fail, they shoul-
der the blame.

It is entirely fitting to reflect on the 
vital role our mothers played, and 
play, in our lives, and to thank them. 
Take the time to do so. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Honor our mothers

Stopping 
Chicago 
violence

Baby Archie is teaching us about race

YOUR VIEW
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Trump’s 
tactics full 
of venom
Editor, The Prairie Press:

The alternate reality that Trump advocates 
is steeped now in venom. For example, he 
eviscerates certain people like saying Mex-
icans are rapists or the FBI are scum, but I 
suppose that’s how Trump’s people talk.

Knowing the truth, he instead employs 
tactics at his rallies to demean the left, this 
time by falsely claiming that a mother and her 
doctor can decide to execute babies just born. 
Hammering the word execute over and over 
and drumming the lie into the crowd.

Now here are the facts. If they are born 
without a brain and cannot survive without 
extraordinary measures, then yes, both doctor 
and mother can discuss what is best to do for 
all.

I just wish I had this option when my pro-
foundly retarded daughter was born with the 
left side of her brain gone, some 52 years ago. 
It would have prevented needless suffering for 
both my daughter, myself and my family. For 
those who disagree and would do different-
ly, that’s their right; but dare not force your 
convictions on me, nor dictate my life and its 
course according to your convictions.

God hates the liar and all those who up-
hold them. Perhaps that’s what Pence should 
whisper in Trump’s ear, and while he’s at it, 
talk to Barr. Tell him he’s not Trump’s lawyer, 
he is supposed to be ours.

Speaking of Barr, his arrogance almost 
matches Trump. What are they hiding by not 
showing us the unredacted Mueller report?

Trump’s personal attorney general William 
Barr said Trump can shut down any investi-
gation of himself he wants, and Trump now 
doesn’t want Mueller or Dan McGahn to 
testify before Congress. I thought I lived in 
America, not Russia.

Is this the way our government works now 
– a virtual dictatorship? What would you call 
it? I call it treason.

The administration is betting heavily on 
new government statistics. It tells us the econ-
omy is great, but that’s mostly in technology 
fields and those with a college degree. That’s 
the fly in the ointment.

Try taking a good look around, jobs equal 
income and stability, but nowadays jobs are 
disposable just like the people they employ

Just ask the wonderful employees at our 
local Kroger, soon to be no more due to 
corporate greed. They have a different take on 
our economy because what happens in our 
town happens across the country.

All politics is local.
Anita L. Griffith

Vermilion
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
We want to extend our heartfelt wishes for a wonderful Mother’s Day 

 to these Dimond Bros. Moms and all the Moms of our community.

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

with civilization, have 
gone away.”

Indeed, the General As-
sembly had appropriated 
$4.7 million for violence 
interruption programs in 
Fiscal Year 2015, Rauner’s 
first year in office.  But 
Rauner stopped spending 
that money and then noth-
ing was appropriated for 
the following fiscal year.  
Shootings spiked almost 
immediately. 

In all of 2014, before 
Rauner took office, 415 
people were murdered 
in Chicago.  Rauner, 
who didn’t recognize 
the connection between 
violence and public health, 

POWELL
FROM PAGE 6A

growing number of patients 
enter the overburdened 
healthcare system. Rolled 
into that is the large number 
of Baby Boomer nurses and 
nursing school faculty retir-
ing when members of their 
generation experience an 
increase in chronic illnesses 
requiring more health care 
from the rapidly shrinking 
pool of well-trained and 
educated nursing profes-
sionals. 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
statistics estimates the 
nationwide nursing shortage 
will reach 1 million by 2020, 
posing a grave threat to qual-
ity care and patient safety. 
Right now, we cannot rely on 
our nursing schools to fill the 
gap because of the decline 
in the number of qualified 
faculty to teach future nurses. 
Nationally, schools turn 
away about 69,000 qualified 
undergraduate and graduate 
applicants because there is 
no one to teach them. And, 
without sufficient faculty to 
teach the new generation of 
nurses, the healthcare gap 
will widen, which will reduce 
the number of hospital beds 
available to maintain the 
high quality of nursing care 
patients and their families 
expect and demand. 

A former nursing school 

dean told me the ultimate 
victim of this vicious cycle is 
the patient, “who needs the 
attention of a nurse who al-
ready has too many demands 
on her or his attention.” 

National Nursing Week 
has almost passed, but the 
dramatic need for nurses 
increases with each passing 
week. 

It is a problem with a 
solution, however. Find a 
nursing school and help set 
up an endowment to hire a 
faculty member, or establish 
a scholarship that will allow a 
student to pursue a doctoral 
degree. In some cities, a nurse 
with a two-year degree will 
give up $65,000 a year in 
salary to go the extra four to 
six years to get that terminal 
degree. That big financial sac-
rifice is one that most nurses 
cannot afford. 

Every new faculty member 
can teach 100 new students. 
Without faculty members 
to teach the next generation 
of nurses, we will not have 
enough nurses to provide 
care to this generation and 
the generations to come. 

Think of it this way: If 
the deck is stacked against 
everyone, it is time to open a 
new deck. 

(John David Powell is a 
1971 graduate of Paris High 
School who now lives in Texas. 
His email address is johndavid-
powell@yahoo.com.)

was inaugurated in January 
of 2015 and the number of 
murders rose to 468. The city 
saw another huge increase 
in violence in 2016, with 
murders soaring to 750.

But violence prevention 
funding was mostly restored 
after taxes were raised over 
Rauner’s July 2017 veto.  The 
murder rate began to decline, 
dropping to 650.

Not all of this trend can 
be attributed to violence 
interruption services, of 
course.  But the one Chicago 
community which managed 
to secure non-state violence 
interruption funding in 2015 
was the only one spared from 
that year’s bloody surge in 
killings. 

On his first full day in of-
fice this past January, Pritzker 

told reporters he wanted to 
expand violence interruption 
programs.  
“Those programs have been 
decimated across the state.  
And so we should be focusing 
on interrupting violence as 
much as possible,” the gover-
nor said.

And as he approached his 
first 100 days in office, Pritzker 
told ABC 7’s Craig Wall: “The 
fact is violence interruption 
programs addressing the issues 
that prevent violence before it 
occurs, that’s the most effec-
tive thing that we can do.”

Pritzker also touted an 
increase in anti-violence 
funding during his February 
budget address.  “This budget 
adds funds for communi-
ty-based violence interrup-
tion,” he told lawmakers. 

The governor never actu-
ally said how much he was 
proposing to add to the 
program, but it turns out his 
requested increase is a mere 
$2 million. Every little bit 
helps, obviously, and nobody 
is complaining yet, but the 
money doesn’t appear to 
match the governor’s soaring 
rhetoric. 

Pritzker is right these 
programs work, and Chicago 
isn’t the only Illinois city that 
has benefitted from them 
over the years.  

Somehow, we need to find 
a way to do more. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

ERBA celebrating 54 years of community service
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

GREENUP — The 
Community Action Net-
work was created 55 years 
ago to help American 
families and communities 
overcome poverty.

More than 1,000 agen-
cies across the country 
work daily to create op-
portunities, transform 

lives, make communities 
stronger and help fami-
lies across the United State 
thrive.

The Embarrass River Ba-
sin Agency (ERBA) is mark-
ing its 54th year as a member 
of the Community Action 
Network serving families 
throughout Edgar, Clark, 
Coles, Crawford, Cumber-
land, Douglas, Jasper, Law-

rence and Richland counties. 
“Each May, during Com-

munity Action Month, we 
reflect on the impact ERBA 
and our network has had on 
families,” said Cathy Feltner, 
executive director of ERBA. 
“Last year alone, we served 
1,212 families in Edgar 
County and 14,362 families 
in all nine counties served by 
ERBA.”

Services provided by the 
Embarrass River Basin Agen-
cy have included immediate 
needs such as shelter and 
food as well as the long-term 
solutions like education for 
adults and children and job 
placement.

The goal of all Community 
Action Agencies, like ERBA, 
is helping families achieve fi-
nancial stability. 

U of I plans to name lab after 
LED engineering visionary

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — 
The University of Illinois is 
planning to name its Micro 
and Nanotechnology Lab af-
ter an engineering visionary 
who created the first practical 
LED.

Professor Emeritus Nick 
Holonyak Jr., a UI engineer-
ing alumnus, found a new al-
loy in 1962 that emitted light 
in the red segment of the visi-
ble spectrum.

Energy-saving LEDs, or 
light-emitting diodes, are now 
universal and are used in ev-
erything from flashlights and 
electronics to spacecraft.

UI trustees will vote next 
week on whether to name the 

UI Micro and Nanotechnolo-
gy Laboratory in Holonyak’s 
honor, the News-Gazette re-
ported.

“All the technologies that 
came to light and distin-
guished the University of Illi-
nois over the years as a leader 
in the transformation of the 
microelectronics industry 
started in Holonyak’s lab,” 
Provost Andreas Cangellaris 
told the trustees at a meeting 
Monday.

UI College of Engineering 
officials said that very few 
graduates in UI’s 152-year 
history have had as much in-
fluence as the Franklin Coun-
ty native.
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As women, we tend to put others first. We know you’re busy; 

that’s why Horizon Health is proud to offer a full spectrum of 

women’s health services for all ages. From urogynecology to 

GYN care, Horizon Health has you covered. Let us take care of 

you, so you can take care of others. Get more you—with less 

chaos—at Horizon Health. 

Women’s Health at Horizon Health 

Call 217-466-4475 to schedule an appointment, or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE YOU (LESS CHAOS)

to receive federal money in 
2013.

Lawson again emphasized 
he is uncertain what the loss of 
SMA means for the highway 
department’s five-year plan.

He said the county will con-
tinue with a $1 million guard 
rail safety project because that 

money is in hand as is money 
for shoulder improvements in 
places along the Lower Terre 
Haute Road. He plans to sub-
mit a request for additional 
safety money to accompany 
the shoulder improvements, 
but it is not certain the money 
will be awarded.

Another concern is the 
Staley Bridge. IDOT award-
ed the contract for building 

the bridge, which does not 
involve any federal money. 
The financing is through the 
county, Elbridge Township, 
state Township Aid to Bridges 
payments and a USDA loan 
through a program adminis-
tered by EnerStar. 

Lawson said the Township 
Aid to Bridges funding won’t 
be announced until the fall; 
and if it gets cut, as did the 

FUNDING
FROM PAGE 1A

Craig for his generosity but 
cautioned him to take a in-
depth looking at the pavilion 
before making a commit-
ment. 

Wolfe said contractors 
brought in to look at possible 
repairs all agreed the building 
is beyond saving. Wolfe also 
noted holes in the roof letting 
water in have severely dam-
aged the ceiling and walls in 
the restrooms.

In addition, the floor drains 
in the restrooms no longer 
work and water stands in that 
space following a rain. Wolfe 
said even if the drain lines can 
be opened he has concerns 
about the condition of the 
galvanized pipe after being 
buried so long in the ground. 

“Why don’t you wait two 
weeks and see if the state 
comes through,” said Owen. 

Jeff Nelson, Chrisman 
High School Band Director, 
was present on behalf of the 
Band Booster organization. 
He said the kitchen space in 
the pavilion is an important 
tool in the fundraising efforts 
by the band boosters. The 
group sells concessions when 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

COUNTY
FROM PAGE 1A

What she does not know 
at this time is what economic 
impact the new laws will have 
on her office. 

Criminal defendants may 
receive a $30 daily credit to-
ward bail while sitting in jail, 
and starting July 1 those con-
victed of a crime can petition 

the court to abate the fines 
and fees in amounts of 25 per-
cent, 50 percent, 75 percent 
and 100 percent depending 
on individual financial cir-
cumstances.  

Barrett said it may take a 
year working under the new 
laws to know how much mon-
ey, if any, the county loses as 
a result of the changes in fee 
structure and waiver of fines 

and costs for criminal convic-
tions.

Another change accom-
panying the Criminal and 
Traffic Assessment Act is the 
citation forms used by local 
law enforcement agencies are 
no longer valid after July 1 
and new forms must be print-
ed. Barrett plans to attend a 
workshop on using e-citation 
and encouraged representa-
tives of local law enforcement 
to accompany her.

“That’s expensive as well,” 
said Barrett.

County engineer Aaron 
Lawson reported work to 
convert the empty lot across 
from the Edgar County Jail 
into a parking lot for the sher-
iff ’s department is advancing 
as weather allows.

PHS PROM ROYALTY

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Crowned as the 2019 king and queen of the Paris High School 
Prom were seniors Cooper Block, left, and Brooklyn Westerfield. 
The couple were crowned at the conclusion of the Grand March 
at the Paris High School gym on Saturday, April 27. The prom 
was held in Terre Haute, Ind.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Chrisman City Council reorganized May 6 following the April Consolidated Election. Left to 
right, city attorney Robert Morris, administers the oath of office to commissioners Tyler Alexan-
der, Thad Crispin and Rodney Wolfe. Alexander and Crispin are starting their first terms on the 
city council and Wolfe was re-elected for another term. 

ball games are played in Cen-
tennial Park and during the 
Chrisman Days Tractor Pull.

Nelson expressed a will-
ingness to do anything he, 
or the band boosters, can 
do to help with the pavilion 
project. 

Wolfe briefed the city 
council on the status of the 
Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance.

“The ambulance loses 
every month and will be 
broke at the end of the year 
if we have to staff 24-7,” said 
Wolfe. 

The NECAS board has 

decided to pursue creating 
a special service area for 
Young America, Ross, Prai-
rie, Brouilletts Creek, Edgar 
and Shiloh townships, along 
with the communities of 
Hume, Metcalf and Chris-
man. Organizing as a special 
service area allows the am-
bulance board to levy a tax to 
support ambulance service.

Morris, who is also the 
NECAS attorney, said the 
process requires each munic-
ipality to pass a resolution of 
support and there has to be a 
public hearing after the final 
resolution is approved. 

Owen asked should one 
of the communities decide 
not to approve the special 
service area is the ambulance 
still required to provide ser-
vice the other taxpayers are 
funding. 

Morris said any communi-
ty that opts not to participate 
in the special service area 
will be without ambulance 
service, unless arrangements 
are made with Horizon 
Health or the Georgetown 
ambulance. 

“A 20 minute wait for an 
ambulance from Paris is too 
damn long,” said Owen.

SMA, that might jeopar-
dize the ability to finish 
construction.

He admitted a high level 
of frustration.

“We keep hearing from 
people at the federal and 
state level that infrastruc-
ture is important, and they 
want to have a capital pro-
gram. Then something like 
this happens,” said Lawson.

  She’s charitable with 
newcomers to the park 
and commended the chil-
dren that went through a 
few days before on clean-
ing up after themselves 
— even as she picks up 
trash from others along 
the trail. 

W hen she finds a clus-
ter of discarded mayap-
ples on the ground, she 
just smiles and said, “It’s 
a tough temptation for a 

kid.” 
To her, those ways of 

sharing nature with oth-
ers is vital because people 
can’t appreciate nature if 
they don’t see it. 

Most importantly for 
those who want to expe-
rience the woods them-
selves, Turner says to 
bring an open mind, eyes, 
ears and see what hap-
pens.   

For those wanting to 
participate in Turner’s na-
ture walks, the next one is 
9 a.m. Saturday, June 8. 

WALK
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This project is part of 
the downtown beautifica-
tion and green space effort 
between Prospect Bank, 
the City of Paris and Edgar 
County. 

Lawson explained the 
parking area is needed pri-
or to future work at the jail 
property connecting that 
site to the master plan for 
development behind the 
bank to Union Street. 

“The sheriff needs park-
ing so we can tear up be-
hind the jail,” said Lawson. 

He added the work be-
ing done on the west side 
of Central Street is prelim-
inary and he hopes to let 
the ground settle naturally 
before finishing the park-
ing lot.

Horizon hosting
ambulance forum
Community members 
have the opportunity 
to ask questions

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is hosting 
a public forum for residents 
to ask questions and voice 
concerns about the new am-
bulance service beginning 
June 1.

The meeting  is set at 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 14, in 
Conference Room A at Paris 
Community Hospital.

Marketing director Erin 

Frank said members of the 
Horizon Health administra-
tive team and the emergency 
medical services team will be  
present to answer questions 
and hear concerns.

Horizon Health was award-
ed the contract for the special 
services district providing 
ambulance services to the 
seven townships that make up 
the district.

The county board was split 
3-3 on awarding the contract,. 
Edgar County Board Chair-
man Jeff Voigt cast the decid-
ing vote in favor of Horizon 
Health.

Contrary to rumors, 
Brocton tower OK
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – As social 
media is inclined to do, sto-
ries about the condition of 
the Brocton water tower got 
greatly exaggerated without 
any basis in fact.

The village board discussed 
the issue during the Wednes-
day, May 8, village meeting. 
Trustee Marshel Murphy ac-
knowledged water is flowing 
from the tower and ponding 
around the structure. Appar-
ently some on social media 
chasted the village board for 
letting a large crack develop 
causing water to gush from 
the structure, but that is not 
true.

“The water tower is not 
cracked,” said Mayor Dennis 
Cary. “We are draining it to fix 
a leak.”

Early this year, Murphy 
informed the village board 
a small leak was letting wa-
ter escape from the tower. It 
was decided at that time to 
not take any action until the 
weather improved to better 
assure the effectiveness of a 
welding patch.

Cary said the leak has not 
increased in size since it was 
first discovered and repairs 
will be made once the tower 
is empty.

Trustees also discussed ef-

forts to clean up the village, 
including bringing in dump-
sters and an electronics dis-
posal service at the end of the 
month.

The village is paying for the 
dumpsters where residents 
can deposit unwanted items. 
The electronics trailer is cost-
ing the village $575 just to 
bring it to town and an addi-
tional fee will be assessed after 
the recycler sorts the material. 
It was hoped residents tossing 
out electronics make dona-
tions toward the expense.

After some discussion, it 
was also decided to hire a cou-
ple of people with trucks to 
work the two dumpster days 
to help residents who lack an 
ability to transport junk to the 
dumpster location. 

“I’m really determined to 
clean the town up,” said Cary, 
adding the time up to the 
spring cleanup is a grace peri-
od for residents. 

The mayor said after the 
village sponsored cleanup is 
over, citations will get issued 
to anyone still in violation of 
the local ordinances.

 Trustee Christie Cox re-
ported on her efforts to con-
tact residents in violation of 
village ordinances.

“Many of these are people I 
have dealt with many times,” 
said Cox. 

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

If didn’t tell you … 
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BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Knowing that they had al-
ready wrapped up the school’s 
first-ever Little Illini Confer-
ence title on Wednesday, the 
Paris Lady Tiger softball team 
set out to finish their champi-
onship with a perfect mark.

They accomplished their 
mission, clobbering the Flo-
ra Wolfgals 17-2 to put a cap 
on a perfect 8-0 season in the 
LIC. Their overall record sits 
at 26-2 heading into the final 
week of the regular season.

Kaitlyn Mathews led off 
the game with a walk be-
fore senior Aubrey Sanders 
crushed a 1-1 pitch over the 
left field fence for a two-run 
home run. Sydney Fox walked 
and advanced to second on 
a sacrifice bunt by Katrina 
Strow. Whitney Todd tripled 
to center to plate Fox, before 
scoring on a double by Kelsie 
Dosch. Brooklyn Westerfield 
then took her turn to shine 
on Senior Night as the four-
year starter tripled to right to 
make it 6-0. Following a walk 
to Kaitlyn Mathews, Carlei 
Sapp doubled to left to bring 
in a pair and make it 8-0.

Keeping their foot on the 
accelerator, the Lady Tigers 
added nine more runs in the 
bottom of the second. A sin-
gle by Fox, a walk to Todd, 
and an infield hit by Kendall 
Mathews loaded the bases 
with just one out. Dosch beat 
out an infield hit to bring in 
the ninth run of the game. 
Westerfield slapped a bunt 
past the pitcher to bring 
home Todd, then Kaitlyn 
Mathews singled to right to 

bring home two more. The 
inning was capped off by an 
inside-the-park home run by 
Strow that scored two more 
runs and made it 17-1.

Dosch led the 16-hit attack 
for the Lady Tigers as she was 
three-for-three and drove 
in three. Kaitlyn Mathews, 
Todd, and Westerfield each 
had a triple and a single and 
a pair of RBI’s. Sapp had a 
double and a single and she 
drove in three; Sanders drove 
in four with a home run; and 
Fox and Kendall Mathews 
each had a single.

Karley Moore earned her 
12th win of the season going 
four innings of two-hit ball. 
She allowed two unearned 
runs on two hits. She walked 
one and struck out eight. 
Moore has struck out 26 bat-
ters in her last 11 innings of 
work.

The Lady Tigers had con-
tinued to roll through oppo-
nents earlier the week as they 
defeated Hutsonville/Pales-
tine 12-2 in five innings. 

Paris scored one in the first, 

two in the third, then exploded 
for nine combined runs in the 
fourth and fifth innings to earn 
the win via the 10-run rule.

Kaitlyn Mathews led off the 
game with a walk, promptly 
stole second, then scored on 
a single by Aubrey Sanders to 
give Paris the 1-0 lead. Paris 
surrendered two in the top of 
the third inning to trail 2-1.

That deficit lasted all of 
three batters as Brooklyn 
Westerfield reached on a 
dropped third strike to start 
the third. After stealing sec-
ond base, she came in to score 
on a bunt single and an error 
off the bat of Carlei Sapp. 
Sapp immediately stole sec-
ond and took third on a wild 
pitch. Sydney Fox singled to 
center, giving Paris a 3-2 lead. 

Kendall Mathews led off 
the bottom of the fourth with 
a single to third. Kelsie Dosch 
was hit by a pitch and Wester-
field reached on a bunt single 
to load the bases with nobody 
out. Kaitlyn Mathews hit a fly 
ball to score two runs before 
Sapp layed down a squeeze 

bunt to plate Westerfield. Au-
brey Sanders drove in a run 
with a sacrifice fly to center, 
and Fox drove in the eighth 
run with a sacrifice bunt.

Sapp had three singles and 
an RBI to lead the 12-hit 
attack for the Lady Tigers. 
Sanders drove in four runs 
with a pair of singles; Kend-
all Mathews had a two-run 
home run and a single to drive 
in three on the day. Todd had 
a triple and Kaitlyn Mathews, 
Fox, Strow, and Westerfield 
each had a single.

Sara Burger earned the win 
on the mound for Paris as she 
went five innings allowing just 
two runs. She scattered four 
hits, walked two, and struck 
out eight in earning her third 
win on the season.

PARIS 9, LAWRENCEVILLE 0
LAWRENCEVILLE — 

The Lady Tigers defeated the 
Lawrenceville Lady Indians 
on Monday afternoon 9-0.

Kendall Mathews began 
the second inning with a 
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Tennis 
splits
matches
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

MATTOON — Paris 
tennis had a tough go of it 
against a more experienced 
Mattoon team on Monday, 
falling 9-0 to the Green 
Wave. 

Paris Head Coach Ste-
fan Aydt recognized the 
all-state players the Green 
Wave had at their disposal. 

“Mattoon has a strong 
team this year, led by their 
two returning all-state 
players Reese Bergstrom 
and Coby Comstock, who 
finished in the top 24 in 
doubles at state last year. 
We played a lot of compet-
itive points and games, but 
Mattoon always seemed to 
have an answer for what-
ever shots we tried,” Aydt 
observed.

Nathan Minnis did a 
good job of returning Berg-
strom’s hard hit shots, but 
wasn’t able to take control 
in enough points, falling 
6-2, 6-1 in numvber one 
singles. 

Ethan Graham’s match 
at No.2 singles was a sim-
ilar story, with both play-
ers hitting with quite a bit 
of pace. Graham dropped 
both sets 6-3. 

Caleb Lawson did a 
good job of dealing with 
some impressive serves 
from Comstock in the 
No.3 singles spot, but was 
swept 6-3, 6-3.  

No. 4 singles player Tan-
ner Clark did a good job of 
chasing down shots but fell 
6-3, 6-2. At No. 5 and No. 6 
singles, both Sean Blair and 
Chase Hays struggled with 
consistency, falling 6-1, 
6-3, and 6-0, 7-5. 

In doubles, Bergstrom/
Comstock overpowered 
Minnis/Lawson at the 
No.1 spot with a 6-1, 6-2 
win.  Paris lost the No.2 
and No.3 doubles matches 
7-6, 7-5 and 6-4, 6-1 over 
pairings of Graham/Blair 
and Clark/Hays. 

PARIS 5, CASEY 4
CASEY — Paris boy’s 

tennis edged out a 5-4 win 
on the road against the Ca-
sey-Westfield Warriors on 
Monday afternoon, bring-
ing them to over .500 on 
the season. 

In singles, the lineup 
was flipped a little at the 
top, with Ethan Graham 
playing at the No.1 spot. 
The match was a series of 
streaks, with Casey win-
ning the first set 6-0 before 
Graham came back to win 
six straight to take the sec-
ond. Unfortunately, Casey 
took control of the third set 
to win 6-0, 0-6, 6-2. 

At No.3 singles, Caleb 
Lawson started strong to 
take the first set, but then 
struggled a little with the 
heat in the next two sets, 
falling 2-6, 6-1, 6-2. Tan-
ner Clark played a match 
against another extremely 
quick player, which made it 
tough to find locations for 
winners, as he fell 6-3, 6-1. 
Finally, Chase Hays played 
a match that featured tons 
of deuces and long rallies, 
but ended up getting swept 
6-3, 6-3. 

The lone victories in 
singles were from Na-
than Minnis at No. 2, 
who played a great match 
against a really solid play-
er from Casey, winning 

See TENNIS, Page 10A

Tigers 
fall to 
Flora, 
Indians

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers wrapped their Little Illini Conference season as undefeated conference champions following wins this week over 
Lawrenceville and Flora. Team members and coaches first row, from left, Karley Moore, Kit Strow, Carlei Sapp, Brooklyn Westerfield, 
Kelsey Dosch, Whitney Todd, Aubrey Sanders, Sami Potter, Abby Blystone and Chloe Waltz. Second row, from left, are Lonnie Sapp, 
Coach Jeremy Clodfelder, Alex Wininger, Isabel Peso-Macias, Madyson Collier, Ashlan McConkey, Sidney Fox, Kendall Mathews, Kaitlyn 
Mathews, Abby Boyars, Aubrey Huffman, Gary Iocoangeli, Randy Winkler.

The best in the LIC at 8-0

Lady Tigers roll to 
easy wins over Flora, 
Lawrenceville

Special to The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Coach Jeremy Clodfelder and assistant coach Randy Winkler prepare to distribute LIC 
championship shirts to members of the Paris High School girls softball team. The Lady Tigers 
finished the LIC season a perfect 8-0 after polishing off Lawrenceville and Flora this past week.

See CHAMPS, Page 10A

Softball, baseball regional pairings set

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Illinois High School 
Association revealed their 
pairings for the upcom-
ing softball postseason on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Lady Tigers(26-2) 
earned the third seed in the 
Clinton Sectional. One of 
those losses came against 
Charleston(23-3) who gar-

nered the #1 seed in the sec-
tional followed by #2 Mt. 
Zion(22-2-1) and #4 Ma-
homet-Seymour(14-8). 

Paris will open play on 
Tuesday, May 21, against the 
Danville Lady Vikings at 6:30 
p.m. at Wabash Park in Ran-
toul. 

Should they win that game, 
the championship game will 
be played on Saturday, May 
25, at 4:30 pm at the same lo-
cation.

On the boys’ side of things, 
the Tigers(16-13) have the #9 
seed in the Springfield(Sacred 

Heart Griffin) Sectional. 
Champaign Central earned 

the #1 seed in the regional, 
followed by Effingham, Mat-
toon, Charleston, Mahom-
et-Seymour, Champaign 
(Centennial), Mt. Zion, Ran-
toul, Paris, Danville and Ur-
bana. 

A great luxury for the Ti-
gers will be two-fold. First, 
they will be facing a familiar 
foe in the Danville Vikings in 
the play-in game on Monday, 
May 20, at 4:30 pm. 

Secondly, they will be play-
ing the Vikings at Paris High 

School, site of the IHSA Class 
3A regional. 

Paris fell to Danville on 
April Fool’s Day by the score 
of 10-7 after surrendering six 
runs in the top of the seventh. 
The winner of the play-in 
game will face second-seed-
ed Effingham on at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

There will be plenty of Ma-
jor League Baseball scouts on 
hand for the Effingham game 
as their top pitcher, University 
of Kentucky-bound Zach Lee, 
will be auditioning as a possi-
ble draft pick next month.

Lady Tigers earn the
number three seed; 
boys the 9th seed

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

In their final Little Illini 
Conference matchup of the 
2019 season, the Paris Tiger 
baseball team failed to close 
with a win, falling to the 
Flora Wolves 12-0 Wednes-
day afternoon , May 8.  

With the loss, the Tigers 
dropped to 16-13 on the 
year, with a 4-4 record in 
the LIC. Flora earned third 
place with the win and fin-
ish with a 5-3 mark in the 
conference. 

Flora managed 11 hits 
in the contest to go along 
with four Paris errors. The 
Tigers could only muster 
an anemic three hits in the 
game.

Blayne Roberts had a 
double while Brock Minor 
and Garrett King each had 
a single to account for the 
Tiger offense.

Jude Sullivan was sad-
dled with the loss as he 
allowed nine runs — eight 
earned — on eight hits in 
three innings of work. He 
did not walk a batter and 
struck out three. King fin-
ished the run-rule short-
ened game as he went two 
innings allowing four runs 
—  one earned. He gave up 
three hits, walked one and 
struck out two.

PARIS 7, PAL-HUT 1
The Paris Tiger baseball 

team hosted Hutsonville/
Palestine Tuesday, May 7, 
and earned a 7-1 non-con-
ference victory.

Paris came out swinging 
following their disappoint-
ing loss to Lawrenceville 
on the previous day.

 Mason Hutchings and 
Jude Sullivan singled to 
start the game. Caleb Gates 
doubled to right field to 
score Hutchings with the 
first run in the contest. 
Sullivan scored on a single 
by Brock Minor to make 
it 2-0. JT Johnson popped 
out in foul territory and, 
with nobody covering the 
plate, Gates scampered 
home to score. A pair of 
bases-loaded walks and 
a passed ball allowed the 
fourth and fifth runs of the 
inning to score, giving Par-
is a 5-0 lead. 

Neither team did much 
for the next three innings 
until Sullivan and Gates 
led off the bottom of the 
fifth with walks. Johnson 
then doubled off the wall 
in left to bring the pair 
home and make it 7-1.

Johnson continued his 
hot hitting as the sopho-
more drove in three runs 
with his double and sacri-
fice fly. He has also collect-
ed nine RBIs in the last five 
games. Gates and Karson 
Martin also added dou-
bles, with Gates driving in 
one. Hutchings, Sullivan, 
and Minor added singles 
for the Tigers. 

Zach Farnham drew the 
start for Coach Creighton 
Tarr and the freshman 
twirled five innings of one-
run ball. He allowed just 
three hits while striking 
out four. Mitchell Worrell 
pitched the final two in-
nings without allowing a 
baserunner. He struck out 
three in his relief appear-
ance.

See TIGERS, Page 10A
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walk, followed by a single off 
the bat of Kelsie Dosch. With 
two outs, Kaitlyn Mathews 
doubled to left field to clear 
the bases and give the Tigers 
a 2-0 lead. One pitch later, 
Mathews jogged home as 
Carlei Sapp crushed the first 
offering she saw over the left 
field fence for a two-run ho-
mer.

A walk to Sydney Fox, a 
single by Katrina Strow, and a 
walk to Whitney Todd loaded 
the bases with nobody out. 
Following a strikeout and 
a fielder’s choice it looked 
as though the Tigers would 
waste a golden opportunity 
to pad their lead until Brook-
lyn Westerfield pushed a 

bunt past the mound to bring 
home the fifth run. A pair of 
wild pitches made the score 
7-0 in favor of Paris after three 
innings. 

Kaitlyn Mathews had a 
double, a triple and drove in 
two to lead the Tigers in of-
fense. Along with her two-run 
home run, Sapp added an RBI 
single to drive in three on the 
day. Dosch had a double and a 
single, and Strow and Wester-
field each added base hits. 

Behind a stellar pitching 
performance by freshman 
Karley Moore, the Lady Ti-
gers left little doubt as to who 
the best team in the confer-
ence is. Moore struck out a 
career-high 18 batters in sev-
en innings. She allowed just 
two baserunners while giving 
up a walk and a single. 

TIGERS
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LAWRENCEVILLE 6, PARIS 3
Monday afternoon, May 6, 

the Paris Tiger baseball team 
hosted the Lawrenceville In-
dians.

The Tigers led early, but 
the visitors scored the final six 
runs of the game to earn the 
6-3 victory. 

Through two-and-a-half in-
nings neither team was able to 
find the scoring column. Paris 
changed that in the home half 
of the third. With two outs, 
Caleb Gates reached on an 
error, then scored on a dou-
ble down the left field line by 
Brock Minor. Blayne Rob-
erts was able top get on base 
to secure runners at first and 
third base. JT Johnson then 
doubled to the deepest part of 
the ballpark to bring in a pair 

of runs and give the Tigers a 
3-0 lead. 

Lawrenceville tied the 
game at three in the top of the 
fourth inning. They scored a 
single run in the fifth before 
adding two insurance runs in 
the seventh to seal the win.

Jude Sullivan, Minor, and 
Johnson were the only Tigers 
to record hits. Paris struck out 
10 times in the contest. 

The Tiger pitching de-
served a better fate as the 
three pitchers used combined 
to not allow an earned run 
in the game. Minor started 
and went four innings. He 
allowed three runs on three 
hits. He walked one, hit three 
batters, and struck out one. 
Gates came on and went 
2 1/3 innings. He allowed 
three runs(all unearned) on 
five hits. He walked one and 
struck out one. Jude Sullivan 

recorded one out in the game 
as well.

PARIS 7, OKAW VALLEY 3
Last Saturday, the Paris Ti-

ger baseball team travelled to 
Okaw Valley for a non-con-
ference matchup and came 
home with a 7-3 victory.

The Tigers took advantage 
of five errors by the home 
team and scored the first 
run of the game without the 
benefit of a hit. Jude Sullivan 
reached on a dropped third 
strike, Brock Minor walked, 
then Blayne Roberts hit a 
ground ball to second that 
should have ended the inning. 
But, the throw sailed wide of 
the mark at first, allowing Ca-
leb Gates to score the initial 
run of the game.

Okaw Valley tied the game 
in the third before the Ti-
gers exploded for five runs in 
the top of the fourth inning. 
Roberts drew a one-out walk 
and advanced to third on a 
double off of the fence by JT 
Johnson. Garrett King drove 
the first pitch of his at-bat to 
nearly the same spot as John-
son’s to clear the bases. Kar-
son Martin beat out an infield 
single, then Mason Hutchings 
was hit by a pitch to load the 
bases with two outs. Sullivan 
doubled to right to plate two 
more runs, then Hutchings 
scored on an error to make it 
6-1. 

Johnson swung the big bat 
for Paris as he registered a 
double and a triple and drove 
in a run. King and Sullivan 
each had a double and a pair 
of RBI’s. Hutchings, Gates, 
and Martin each added a sin-
gle to round out the offense.

Paris used four pitchers in 
the contest with Minor start-
ing the game and going the 
first three innings. He allowed 
just one hit, walked one, and 
struck out two. Gates went 2 
1/3 innings allowing three 
hits, one run (unearned), 
and he struck out four. King 
pitched just 1/3 of an in-
ning, allowing two runs on 
four hits. He walked two and 
struck out one. Zach Farn-
ham pitched a perfect seventh 
inning for the Tigers.

The Tigers will wrap up 
the regular season portion of 
their schedule this week as 
they host Westville at Laker 
Stadium. Immediately fol-
lowing that game, the Little 
League Challengers will take 
the field with the assistance 
of the two ball clubs for their 
first game of the season. On 
Monday, the Tigers travel to 
Teutopolis to face the fourth-
ranked(2A) Wooden Shoes 
at 4:30. Wednesday will be 
Senior Day at PHS as the Ti-
gers host Clinton. On Thurs-
day, they will face Taylorville 
in a game to be played at Lake 
Land College. 

TENNIS
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6-2, 6-0. Sean Blair picked up 
the other singles win at No.5, 
using consistency and good 
placement to win 6-4, 6-3. 

The matches at No. 2 dou-
bles and No. 3 were close, but 
the Tigers led the entire way. At 
No. 3 doubles Max Moody and 
Tanner Clark took a 6-3 sweep. 
In the No. 2 doubles match, 
both teams were hitting with 
a ton of pace and there were a 
lot of great overheads. Graham 

did a really good job with 
overheads and Blair had a 
lot of well-placed volleys to 
win 6-4, 6-3. 

The match at No.1 
doubles wasn’t quite as 
smooth, as Lawson and 
Minnis quickly dropped 
the first set 6-1. The pair led 
throughout second the set 
and won 6-3 to force a third 
set. In the third, Casey took 
a 4-3 lead before the pair 
rattled off three straight 
games to win the match 
and the meet. 

“It’s pretty rare for a team 
to come back from down 
4-2 after singles, so I’m re-
ally happy with the effort 
and grit our guys showed 
tonight.” Aydt said. 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Challengers ready for new season
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Challengers League 
for special needs children is 
ready for another baseball 
season.

Today at the Paris High 
School baseball field, the 
Challenger teams will join 
the Paris Tigers and West-
ville Tigers for lunch and 
then a game with the high 
school players serving as 
buddies.

Supporters held a pizza 
party April 28 at Corner-
stone Baptist Church to get 
things started for 2019. 

Uniforms were distribut-
ed at the event and every-
one was informed about the 
league schedule, rules and 
other pertinent information.

More than 50 players are 
signed up to play with the 
four teams in the league. 
Play begins May 11 after the 
initial Little League game.

The Challengers play Fri-
day evenings on the Rural 
King ball field through July 
4.

The league, now entering 
its sixth season, provides op-
portunities for boys and girls 
with physical and develop-
mental challenges to enjoy 

the benefits of Little League 
participations. This is our lo-
cal division of Little League 
for individuals with disabil-
ities from age 4-21 who are 

still in school.
The league is always look-

ing for volunteers. For those 
interested, contact Matt Col-
vin or Lindsey Wilson.

Special to The Prairie Press

Matt Colvin, center, discusses the upcoming 2019 Challengers baseball season for special needs 
children during an organization meeting April 28 at Cornerstone Baptist Church. Colvin, one of the 
founders of the Challengers League, is actively involved with the program. More than 50 players 
are signed up to play with the four teams in the league. Play begins May 11 after the initial Little 
League game and the Challengers play Friday evenings on the Rural King ball field through July 4.
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SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.
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Start with

SAVINGS!

We cover all your 
Marine battery needs!

GET AHEAD WITH 
ONLINE CLASSES 
THIS SUMMER!

Summer term begins June 3. 
Call 217-234-5434 or visit 
lakelandcollege.edu/summer

PINKSTON HEADED FOR STATE

Special to The Prairie Press

For the second consecutive year, Paris Lady Tiger Emma 
Pinkston has qualified for the IHSA state track meet. Pinkston 
finished fourth in the Class 2A sectional Friday at Tolono Unity. 
Pinkston threw the discus 114 feet, 6 inches. Eastern Illinois 
University will host the state meet Thursday through Saturday, 
May 16-18 at O’Brien Stadium.

Hunt qualifies for 3 
events in state meet
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ST. JOSEPH — Tri-Coun-
ty sophomore Kaylenn Hunt 
qualified for three events 
in next weekend’s IHSA 
Class 1A state track meet in 
Charleston.

A beautiful, crisp May after-
noon greeted girls’ track ath-
letes Friday afternoon to start 
the road to Charleston com-
peting in the St. Joseph-Og-
den Sectional.  

The Tri-County Titans 
hoped to qualify several ath-
letes for Charleston with one 
competitor looking to qualify 
for the second year in a row. 

When the dust settled, one 
Titan athlete did manage to 
punch her ticket to Charles-
ton for the second year in a 
row — in a huge way.

Sophomore Kaylenn Hunt 
qualified for the state meet  in 
three events.

Hunt took  second in the 

triple jump with a distance of 
34 feet, 2.75 inches and took 
fourth in the long jump at 16 
feet, 4 inches.   

Hunt qualified for state in 
these two events last season 
as a freshman taking fifth in 
the triple jump.  

Hunt also qualified in the 
high jump event tying for sec-
ond with a height of five feet. 

Lea Schimmer took fifth 
in both the 100 meter dash 
(13.52) and 300 meter hur-
dles (51.34) while Julia Rob-
erston was fifth in the 400 me-
ters (1:04.23).  The Titans as 
a team finished in eighth place 
with 37 points.

Hunt will now head to 
Charleston this Thursday for 
the IHSA Class 1A State Fi-
nals at O’Brien Field at East-
ern Illinois University for the 
preliminaries.  

The finals will be held next 
Saturday morning in Charles-
ton.

Phillies blank Cards

Red hot Brewers cool off Cubs
BY JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — 
Gio González is quite 
comfortable with the Mil-
waukee Brewers.

After a strange start to 
the season, that’s a big deal 
for the veteran left-hander.

González pitched two-
hit ball into the sixth in-
ning and Ryan Braun hom-
ered, helping the Brewers 
beat the Chicago Cubs 
7-0 on Friday for their sea-
son-high seventh straight 
victory.

“We pitched really good 
again,” manager Craig 
Counsell said. “Our guys 
did a great job, and it start-
ed with Gio.”

González finished last 
year with Milwaukee, help-
ing the Brewers make it to 
the NL Championship Se-
ries. But he was a free agent 
up until he signed a minor 
league contract with the 
Yankees in March.

After opting out of his 
deal with New York, he 
returned to a Milwaukee 
team in need of some ro-
tation help. It’s worked 
out quite well so far, with 
González (1-0) recording 
a 1.69 ERA over his first 
three starts.

“I’m just happy to put 
on a big league uniform,” 
González said, “and I’m 
happy to do it with the 
Brewers. They’ve been 
great to me.”

Yasmani Grandal and 
Jesús Aguilar each drove 
in two runs for Milwaukee, 
which moved into a virtu-
al tie with Chicago for the 
NL Central lead. Hernán 
Pérez also contributed 
with a couple of nice plays 

at second base.
The Brewers (24-16) 

moved a season-high eight 
games over .500 in their first 
visit to Wrigley Field since 
they topped the Cubs 3-1 in 
the division tiebreaker game 
Oct. 1.

Chicago (22-14) had won 
10 of 11, but it was shut down 
by González and five relievers 
on a windy, cool day. Quin-
tana (4-2) allowed three runs 
and four hits in 6 2/3 innings 
in his first loss since April 5.

“It was just a bit off for the 
offense today in terms of fin-
ishing it off,” Cubs third base-
man David Bote said.

Braun put Milwaukee 
ahead to stay with his eighth 
homer with two out in the 
fourth. Quintana had retired 
10 in a row before Braun 
drove a 1-0 pitch over the wall 
in center, answering the usual 
round of boos that chase the 
2011 NL MVP whenever he 
visits Wrigley.

It was Braun’s 38th homer 
against Chicago, his sec-
ond-highest total against a 
single team. He has connect-
ed in each of his three games 
against the Cubs this year.

“Wrigley is always such a 
special place to play,” Braun 
said. “It’s loud. It’s always 
packed. It’s energetic. You 
play in some of these ball-
parks now with the teams that 
aren’t competing, and it can 
be really empty at times. It’s 
not an enjoyable atmosphere 
to play in as a competitor. This 
place is always special. It’s al-
ways fun.”

Milwaukee added two 
more in each of the final three 
innings. Grandal singled in 
Orlando Arcia and Aguilar 
walked with the bases loaded 
in the ninth.

González struck out three 
and walked three in 5 2/3 
innings. He got some help in 
the third when Pérez robbed 
Albert Almora Jr. of a poten-
tial run-scoring single with a 
diving play on a grounder up 
the middle.

“He kept us off balance, 
made pitches,” Cubs manager 
Joe Maddon said. “We made a 
couple of well-contacted balls 
but for the most part, not.”

DEFENSIVELY SPEAKING
Chicago hurt itself with a 

couple of fielding miscues. 
Grandal slid home safely 
when first baseman Antho-
ny Rizzo made an ill-advised 
throw to the plate after mak-
ing a diving stop on Mike 
Moustakas’ grounder in the 
seventh. Catcher Willson 
Contreras had a costly throw-
ing error in the eighth.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

BY JOE HARRIS
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jerad 
Eickhoff is making up for lost 
time.

Eickhoff allowed three hits 
in eight innings, César Hernán-
dez homered and drove in 
three runs and the Philadelphia 
Phillies beat the St. Louis Car-
dinals 5-0 on Wednesday.

Aided by a pair of double 
plays, Eickhoff (2-1) faced 
just two batters over the min-
imum through the first seven 
innings as the NL East-lead-
ing Phillies took two of three 
from the Cardinals and won 
for the fifth time in their last 
seven games. Eickhoff threw a 
season-high 106 pitches and 
has allowed one run over 20 
innings in his last three starts.

“Early on it was just really 
fastball, slider,” Eickhoff said. 
“In the third inning I started 
dropping a curveball in there. 
I was having a hard time get-
ting it over for a strike. Once 
that came, it kind of opened 
up everything else.”

Eickhoff, who missed most 
of the 2018 season with a 
right lat strain, has not al-
lowed a home run this season, 
a span of 30 innings.

“He pitched with a fearless-
ness,” Phillies manager Gabe 
Kapler said. “Any pitch, any 
count, behind in the count, 
secondary pitch behind in 
the count. He’ll throw a slider 
outside of the zone when he’s 
confident he’s going to get a 
swing and he’ll fill it up too. 
He’ll fill up the zone with his 
breaking balls and utilizes his 
fastball really effectively.”

Seranthony Dominguez 
worked the ninth to complete 
the three-hitter.

After winning 20 of their 
first 30 games, the Cardinals 
lost for the sixth time in their 
last seven.

Odúbel Herrera sparked a 
four-run fifth inning for the Phil-
lies with an RBI double. Herrera 
has hit safely in 16 of his 18 ca-
reer games at Busch Stadium.

Hernández capped the 
rally with a two-run double. 
A fielding error by Matt Car-

penter helped set up the big 
frame for the Phillies. It was 
one of two errors by the Car-
dinals, who also committed 
two miscues Tuesday night 
that led to six unearned runs 
for the Phillies in the second 
inning of an 11-1 loss.

Hernández drove a slider 
from Giovanny Gallegos into 
the right-field bullpen in the 
seventh. He went 3 for 5 and 
has hit in 10 straight games 
against St. Louis.

Jack Flaherty (3-3) faced 
just one batter over the mini-
mum in his first four innings 
before getting derailed by a 
43-pitch fifth.

“We’ve been absolutely 
right there so many times and 
it’s been one little thing has 
opened the floodgates nu-
merous times,” Flaherty said. 
“Our defense has been really 
good, but if something goes 
wrong we’re not able to pitch 
out of it. We haven’t been 
able to. And that’s something 
we’ve got to clean up with 
just being able to deal with or 
handle whatever the situation 
is and continue to be able to 
pitch out of it.”

FACES IN THE CROWD
St. Louis Blues players Da-

vid Perron and Tyler Bozak 
were at the game. The Blues 
defeated the Dallas Stars in 
double overtime in Game 7 
late Tuesday night to advance 
to the NHL’s Western Confer-
ence final.

PHILLY MOURNS MONTGOMERY
Phillies chairman David 

Montgomery, who was team 
president during Philadel-
phia’s 2008 World Series 
championship season, died 
Wednesday morning after a 
prolonged battle with cancer. 
He was 72.

Montgomery spent near-
ly 50 years working for the 
Phillies. He was promoted to 
executive vice president af-
ter the 1981 season, became 
chief operating officer in 1992 
and was promoted to general 
partner, president and chief 
executive officer in 1997.
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A tradition continues

2019 Paris High School Queen of May Aubrey Sanders steps 
out from under the new arch constructed for the celebration, 
escorted by Caleb Mullenix.

For more than 90 years, 
the senior girls of Paris High 
School have dressed to the 
nines in formals, been in-
troduced to the community 
and then entertained by the 
underclass girls of the school.

While the senior girls of 
1927 might not recognize 
the evolution of what has 
become the annual May 
Fete, much remains the 
same — the maypole dance, 

the tumbling by the school’s 
best acrobats, the song of 
dedication to the queen, the 
junior escorts and flower 
girls and the excitement of 
the capacity crowd waiting 
to discover the identify of 
the new May Queen.

On Friday, May 3, it 
was Aubrey Sanders, the 
daughter of Troy and Tobi 
Sanders, who stepped into 
the spotlight. The announce-

ment of the queen is first 
made to the senior girls in 
the school library by interim 
school principal Carol Jones, 
assisted by May Fete director 
Jessica Blair.

It’s not easy to direct May 
Fete — juggling everyone’s 
schedules, coming up with 
a new theme every year, 
making sure the choreogra-
phers have done their jobs 
and making sure the gym is 

decorated just right.
It’s a night the senior girls 

will never forget and hold 
close to their hearts. Because 
in the end, no matter where 
life takes them throughout 
the U.S. or the world, when 
they look at the date and 
realize it’s the first Friday in 
May, their hearts will return 
to that special night when 
they each stepped into the 
spotlight.

The senior girls of the Paris High School class of 2019 gathered in the Paris Center of Fine Arts for their formal picture along with members of the court of honor. As is May Fete tradition, the 
senior girls are the first to know identify of the new May Queen when the announcement is made in the school library.

The 2019 freshman, sophomore and junior May Fete choreographers continue the tradition of dancing around the maypole. It may look easy, but precision is 
required to wind the ribbon around the pole. Paris High School and Centralia High School are the only two schools in Illinois who continue with the May Fete 
tradition and although each school’s celebration couldn’t be any different, two things are the same — the maypole dance and the date of the celebration— the first 
Friday in May.

Prairie Press May Fete 
photographs by

Adonna Bennett and  
Christian Colvin

While past May Fetes may have been a bit more formal, the senior girls now dance and sing 
along with the music and the underclass dancers.

The song of dedication to Queen Aubrey Sanders, the 2019 May Fete Court and the senior girls 
was performed by three senior boys, from right Sean Blair, Noah Riggs and Bryce Gladding. The 
trio performed “My Girl” popularized by The Temptations.

At left, sophomore 
girls perform during 
the 2019 May Fete 
Friday, May 3, at the 
Paris High School 
gym. Generations of 
Paris teenage girls 
have participated in 
the annual May Fete, 
which began in 1927.

Whether it’s a rock 
and roll, country or 
pop song, the per-
formers entertaining 
the senior girls find 
something special to 
make their dances 
memorable.

It’s not just the senior 
girls who have a great 
time at the annual Paris 
High School May Fete. 
Freshman, sophomore 
and junior girls begin 
work in January on the 
dances they perform 
and in the process, forge 
friendships with laugh-
ter and hard work. They 
know that as is a Paris 
tradition, they will one 
day walk the red carpet.

Wait! Is that? It can’t be — 
but it is, interim PHS co-prin-
cipal Carol Jones dancing 
along with members of the 
staff and faculty. The teacher 
dance is always one of the 
highlights of the annual May 
Fete.



Several years ago, my 
near demise occurred – for 
about 30 seconds, or so, in 
a Mexican 
joint. I still 
regret the 
uneaten 
enchilada. 
I wonder, 
sometimes, 
what hap-
pened to it.

Had 
I not 
survived, 
I might be haunting the 
place, a second-rate ghost. 

In an earlier column, 
tilted “Leave No Enchilada 
Behind,” I attributed my 
return to health to my dog 
(now dead) Maisy. She 
ate well. The veterinarian 
attributed her demise to 
clogged arteries. She went 
to doggie heaven.

The PETA people, having 
read the column, killed my 
cats. My hopes of making a 
fur coat were dashed. This, 
I know, may be offensive to 
feline aficionados.

As for the SPCA, they 
were enraged, but, a 
little late. They have to be 
content with calling me in 
the middle of the night, 
furiously, issuing threats. 
I keep a pad and pencil by 
my bedside.

I am currently working 
on an encyclopedia of 
profanity and obscenity. It 
is my fervid hope that you 
contribute to it, rather than 
setting my house on fire, or 
bombing the place.

During the course of 
Maisy’s happy, but short-
ened life, I managed to lose 
50 pounds. I also started 
going to the YMCA. I do 
this every day. I lift weights, 
do crunches and engage in 
other forms of torture.

A number of gorillas 
work out. Not only do they 
have the bodies of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, their hair 
comes in stacks. Many of 
them play high school foot-
ball. When I was in high 
school, our excuse for a 
weight room was a janitor’s 
closet.

A woman weight lifter 
came to our school to ad-
vance the cause. In a packed 
gymnasium, she humiliated 
the football team by press-
ing 130 pounds.

If we had played football 
against these guys in the 
YMCA gym, they would 
have been charged with 
mass murder. Given the fact 
that our helmets were little 
more than padding, had I 
survived, I would still be in 
a coma.

Sometimes I think about 
jogging, but have come to 
the conclusion it would not 
be safe. Any self-respecting, 
suicidal jogger trots on a 
busy street or interstate 
highway.

At the dawn of jogging, 
I recall reading about this 

Mother’s Day usually 
signals the end of morel 
mushroom hunting season, 
because the temperature gets 
too warm, days too long and 
soils dry too quickly to sup-
port them in abundance. 

Life on Earth started soon 
after the Earth cooled about 
3 billion years ago. Complex 
plant and animal life forms 
did not make an appearance 
for another 2 billion years. 
Kingdoms Animalia and 
Plantae could not exist until 
the climate was right. 

Air, soil and temperature 
conditions were created by 
the earliest life forms. One of 
the earliest was the Kingdom 
Fungi, including unicellular 
yeast and molds; as well as 
multicellular mushrooms. 

Mushrooms are fungi. 
They’re not capable of pho-
tosynthesis like plants but 
are more like animals. They 
are heterotrophic meaning 

they get 
energy to live 
from other 
organisms. 
Fungi are 
needed to 
recycle nu-
trients back 
into the envi-
ronment by 
decompos-
ing organic 

matter.
When life first gained a 

foothold on the land, the 
fungi broke down rock into 
simple minerals early plants 
could absorb. The plants in 
turn provided a host and the 
organic matter needed by the 
fungi. This is one of the many 
symbiotic relationships in 
nature.

A parasite, like a tick, 
lives by feeding directly off 
another living organism. The 
mushroom fungus is sap-
rophyte. It lives off organic 

matter from dead plants and 
animals. It can be a decay-
ing log, fallen leaves or the 
manure from animals.

Mushrooms evolved on 
the land just over a billion 
years ago with green plants 
following a few million years 
later. As plants grew, they 
released oxygen into the 
atmosphere. Growing plants 
removed carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere, se-
questering it in cellulose or 
wood. The early atmosphere 
gained oxygen and lost 
carbon dioxide leading to a 
lower global temperature. 
It has been stable for the 
last 700 million years. Like 
porridge in Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears, conditions 
were just right and the Earth 
experienced the Cambrian 
Explosion of life forms about 
500 million years ago.

The morel mushroom 
is famed for its flavor and 

texture. It cannot be grown 
commercially reliably so 
we depend on mushroom 
hunters to provide them. 
They’re so valued they can 
sell for up to $70 a pound. 
Mushroomers may not know 
all the science, but they have 
mastered the ideal locations 
and conditions to find the 
mushrooms. Some years 
are plentiful, others not so 
much.

 Mushrooms predate sex-
ual reproduction of mixing 
DNA from two parents. 
They reproduce through 
spores, which are a single cell 
carefully sealed in a hard cell 
wall. Spores sprinkling out 
from under the cap are tiny 
enough to be scattered by 
the wind, water and passing 
animals. They can survive 
months, years or even centu-
ries waiting for conditions to 
be right for new growth.

They need a warm, moist, 

shaded environment with 
access to nutrients. A spore 
will wait until conditions are 
right then soften the shell 
and begin ingesting nutrients 
and dividing. The actual or-
ganism is underground. The 
body is a mycelium consist-
ing of a network of hyphae 
functioning similar to roots. 
They web out under the sur-
face covering yards or even 
acres. The tiny tendrils can 
extend a half-mile per day. 

Fungi do not have stom-
achs so the hyphae secrete 
acids and enzymes to break 
down organic matter and 
rock material into simple 
molecules. It is a type of 
composting. They use some 
nutrients but leave more for 
other plants.

A mushroom will grow 
for weeks or months storing 
energy. The stem and cap we 
call a mushroom is actually 
just the fruit. The stem, cap 

and gills, develop just under 
the surface in a deflated state. 
When it has enough energy 
and conditions are right the 
cells inflate by filling with 
water.

Grass grows by cells 
dividing and building layer 
by layer, which takes time. 
Mushroom fruits are like a 
balloon puffing out. It will 
swell with water and only 
needs a couple of hours to 
puff up into the ridged body 
we recognize. They can de-
flate just as rapidly. During 
the few hours it’s swelled up 
spores shed out from under 
the cap.

The morel pops out a two-
to-six-inch wrinkled, spongy 
body just above the surface. 
They are found mostly in 
temperate climates with 
Illinois forests and brush 
covered land being a prime 
location. 
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dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Springtime is here and that 
means camping season has ar-
rived as well. 

Many families long for week-
ends spent in nature and rough-
ing it for a few days with a pack 
of basic supplies and a blanket 
roll. Roughing it is the absolute 
furthest thing from what I want 
to do. My camping extravagan-
za generally includes a tent, an 
inflatable mattress, a fire starter, 
some fishing poles and bait and 
the second most important thing 
food and drink.

Out of all this one might 
think food and drink is the most 
important. Personally, for me, it 
is a close second to the inflatable 
mattress. Let’s face it I am getting 
old and my body does not enjoy 
laying on the solid, rocky ground. 
Still, food and drink comes in a 
super close second.

One of the toughest decisions 
for a camping trip is what food 
to bring. I tend to pack more 
non-perishable items – canned 
beans, canned meat and potatoes. 
Yes potatoes, because they are 
hardy, last a long time and can be 
eaten with just about anything, 
and canned meat just in case the 
fishing is horrible. 

A subsequent decision to the 
food is how to cook the food. Do 
I take a propane stove? Do I pack 
a small grill? My answer is no to 
both of those questions. 

Where I lack in manliness with 
the mattress I make up with by 
cooking over the open flame. 
There is nothing better than be-
ing out in God’s country, cooking 
over that flame and smelling the 
aroma as it permeates through 
the air and does its little dance in 
my nose.

Next one may ask what about 
cooking vessel to use. Whatever 
can fit in the car is one answer. 
My choice is aluminum foil. 
Depending on the length of the 
camping trip, one roll should suf-
fice but I always take two to be on 
the safe side. Aluminum foil is a 
perfect cooking vessel for whatev-
er meals one wants to cook over 
an open flame, a grill or propane 
stove. Foil not only makes a great 
cooking vessel it is also makes for 
easy clean up

At the campsite, I build my fire 
according to needs. A rip-roaring 
fire is an awesome thing, but it is 
not useful for cooking. Just like at 
home, too high a flame will cause 
burning.

I may also look for a flat rock 
to put over the fire as a cooktop. 
I still use the foil but sometimes 
the rock will make for a more 
even cook. Next it is on to pre-
paring the aluminum packs for 
cooking.  

Anything and everything can 
be cooked in foil packs from 
shrimp, sausage and corn to 
lemon seasoned fish. I know I 
said I generally take non-perish-

 It’s funny (not funny ha-
ha, but funny strange) how 
some dogs develop a genuine 

fear of 
something 
in particu-
lar, and live 
their entire 
lives death-
ly afraid 
of it. For 
example, I 
knew one 
golden lab 
that cow-
ered during 

thunderstorms. He lived on 
a farm and sought shelter 
inside a shed or barn when 
lightning and thunder ripped 
and roared. 

Sebastian by name, not 
only preferred to be inside 
a building, but additional 
comfort was assured him if 
he was in the company of 
people, especially his master 
who repeatedly told him that 
everything was going to be 
all right.  

Sebastian’s behavior is 
only half the story. The mas-
ter possessed another dog 
named Mia, an Alaskan mal-
amute, who was also strongly 
affected by storm activity. 
While Sebastian cowered 
from lightning and thunder, 
whining with concern, Mia 
was just the opposite. He 
charged angrily into the wind 
and rain, barking savagely, 
frustrated he couldn’t grab 
that noisy thunder with his 
teeth and tear it to shreds.  
While Sebastion shirked 
and sought consolation, Mia 
was in attack mode, leaping, 
growling, yowling and daring 
the thunder to show its cow-
ardly face.

I knew these two dogs and 
delightfully watched them 
in action many times. I feel 
compelled to share a story 
about yet another dog that 
lived on a farm near Horace. 
Bojack, they called him, a 
mixed-breed Collie, a fine 
livestock dog.  

Bojack was an adored pet, 
trained to drive cattle, horses 
and mules. A person could 
sic him on snakes, skunks, 
stray dogs and even grizzly 
bears if they had existed. He 
turned savagely fierce and 
attacked, but there was one 
thing, which caused deadly 
fear and caused Bojack to 
seek immediate solace be-
neath the front porch.  That 
was steam locomotives.

We’re talking about 1942, 
maybe early ’43. The farm 
was located just north of 
Horace a short distance. The 
same railroad track that ex-
ists there now and runs past 
a shiny new set of large grain 
bins at an elevator – well, it 
laid in the same spot during 
the World War II years. It 
ran directly north and south 
through the middle of the 
Neal farm back then.  

The trains were steam 
powered. They were noisy, 
hissing steam, spewing black 
smoke into the sky, and 
blowing shrill blasts with 
their whistles. Bojack lived 
on this farmstead alongside 
these railroad tracks. For 

Bojack’s 
race for life
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Avoiding 
death 
through
self-torture

HARRY
REYNOLDS
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LOOK

Foil 
makes 
cooking 
easy

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press 

Foil packets can be cooked by many methods. Here the most natural way of cook-
ing is shown by just placing the foil packet in an open fire.

See CODGER, Page 9B

Sorry folks, morel season just about over in Edgar County
See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ables, but if I get a wild hair I 
may take some frozen chicken 
to eat the first night. This is 
because one of my favorite foil 
packs is herb seasoned chicken 
and potatoes. When opened the 
aromacan knock the socks off. 
The chicken is succulent and 
the smokiness of the potatoes is 
to die for. 

Another one of my favorites 
is fish and potatoes. The flaki-
ness of the fish combined with 
the smokey flavor of the open 
fire simply makes my taste buds 
dance right off my tongue.

What food to take camping 
is always a personal preference 
and the use foil can make the 
experience greater and less 
stressful. People all over the 
world have been doing it for 
decades, and it does not appear 
to be going anywhere.

HERB SEASONED CHICKEN AND 
POTATOES  

6-8 boneless skinless chicken 
thighs, or 4 boneless skinless chicken 
breasts

1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/4 teaspoon dried dill
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
3 tablespoons oil
1 - 1 1/2 pounds potatoes (red 

or gold potatoes work best in this 
recipe), thinly sliced (about 2 cups 
potato slices)

1 cup sliced mushrooms

Stir together seasonings and set 

aside. Add oil to a bowl along with 
chicken, potatoes and mushrooms and 
toss to coat everything in the oil.

Lay out four 12x12 sheets of nonstick 
foil on a flat surface. Divide chicken, po-
tatoes and mushrooms between each 
of the foil sheets. (If using thighs there 
should be 1-2 per foil sheet, if using 
breasts there should be 1 per foil sheet) 
Sprinkle with seasoning mixture.

Fold foil over the chicken-pota-
to-mushroom mixture and scrunch the 
ends of the foil together to close off the 
foil pack.

Place foil packs on preheated grill, 
stove, stone or on some coals from the 
fire and cook for about 10-15 minutes, 
then flip and cook another 5-7 minutes. 
Check the chicken for doneness, 
once cooked through, garnish with 
fresh herbs if desired (such as thyme, 

FISH AND POTATOES 

1 medium potato, sliced into very 
thin rounds about 1/16-inch thick, 
divided

about 4 tablespoons olive oil, 
divided

salt and pepper to taste, divided
2 fish filets, about 6 ounces each
1 large orange, halved
1 lemon, halved

To a 12-inch long sheet of foil, add 
half the potato slices in a pile in the cen-
ter of foil. Slightly fan out the potatoes 
so air can circulate. 

Make sure potatoes are sliced very 
thin so they cook through in the same 
amount of time it takes the filet to cook.

Evenly drizzle the potatoes with 
about 1 tablespoon of olive oil, season 
with salt and pepper, and repeat pro-

cess with another sheet of foil and the 
remaining potato slices.

Top each pile of potatoes with 1 filet.
Evenly drizzle each fish filet with 

about 1 tablespoon olive oil.
Squeeze half the juice of the orange 

over one fish filet and half the juice over 
the other filet.

Squeeze half the juice of the lemon 
over one fish filet and half the juice over 
the other filet.

Season each fish filet with salt and 
pepper.

Seal foil packets, making sure to 
tightly crimp the seams so the olive 
oil and citrus juices don’t leak. Place 
packets on the coals for about 25 to 
30 minutes. Carefully open one packet 
to check for doneness of both fish and 
potatoes and if necessary, return to 
the heat for an additional 5 minutes, or 
until done

Special to The Prairie Press 

When a foil packet meal of herb sea-
soned chicken and potatoes is opened 
up the fantastic aroma flows through 
the air. This meal is ready to eat and 
cleanup of foil packet meals is a snap. 
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CHARLESTON – After 41 
years working as a professor 
at Eastern Illinois University, 
Paris resident Kathy Phillips 
is set to retire June 1. 

A native of Lilly, Pa., Phil-
lips, 63, joined the faculty at 
EIU in 1978. She complet-
ed her bachelor’s degree in 
health education at Slippery 
Rock University in 1977, a 
master’s degree at Western 
Illinois in 1978 and a doctor-
al degree at Southern Illinois 
University in 1984.  

During her time at EIU, 
Phillips served as intern co-
ordinator and placed students 
in hospitals, public health 
departments, volunteer agen-
cies, clinics, and worksite set-
tings as health promotion and 
health administration interns 
in U.S. and international loca-
tions. She taught both under-
graduate and graduate cours-
es in human health, first aid 
and safety, drugs, aging and 
health promotion program 
planning. 

“Someone recently added 
up that I placed over 1,600 
students in internship settings 
during my time at EIU,” said 
Phillips. “And our department 
policy was to make onsite vis-
its to our interns. I racked up 
a lot of miles driving around 
fulfilling that policy.” 

Phillips has been recog-
nized for her accomplish-
ments with a variety of awards 
including 11 EIU Faculty 
Achievement and Contribu-
tions Awards – all in the Bal-
anced Area, five Profession-
al Advancement Increases, 
Distinguished Service Award 
from the National Office of 
ESG (National Health Edu-
cation Honorary), Excellence 
in the Use of Technology 
Award from EIU, and a Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award 
Department of Health Sci-
ences WIU. She has co-au-
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guy who chalked up 20 
miles a day. People stood 
in awe of him. He authored 
several books on the sub-
ject, held a press conference 
and was idolized.

He died of a heart attack.
My goal is neither to 

press 350 pounds, curl 200, 
nor, crunch 150; though, I 
would not frown on ripping 
my shirtsleeves with my bi-
ceps. Add some hair, eliminate 
some wrinkles, and women 
would be throwing themselves 
at my feet.

Yeah, I know that is a sexist 
thing and it would irritate my 
wife, who has no fond memo-
ries of her competition. 

Or, so I would like to 
think. That is the nature of 
man – eternally chauvin-
istic.

In closing, I must assure 
you, that enchiladas are 
quite safe. If you should 
collapse, and the Hispanic 
staff rushes toward the back, 
you might reasonably be as-
sured they are not up to the 
standards set by President 
Donald Trump.

  (Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com) Special to the Prairie Press

Jim Acklin, right, 2019 Outstanding Graduate Alumni, 
receives his award from Doug Bower, Dean of the College of 
Education at Eastern Illinois University. 

Acklin honored by EIU
SPECIAL TO THE  PRAIRIE PRESS
 

CHARLESTON — The 
Graduate School and the 
Graduate Alumni Advisory 
Board at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity recently honored Jim 
Acklin with a 2019 Outstand-
ing Graduate Alumni Award. 

Acklin is a graduate of Paris 
High School and the son of 
Sally Acklin of Paris and the 
late Jim Acklin.

The awards were estab-
lished in 2005 to recognize 
exceptional professional and 
personal achievement by an 
EIU alumnus of a graduate 
program. Alumni are nomi-
nated by graduate programs 
and the selections are re- Paris resident retires after 

41 years as EIU professor
Kathy Phillips aided 
students in finding 
health internships

thored five books and made 
more than 70 professional 
presentations at local, state, 
national and international 
conferences. 

She was inducted into the 
Illinois United States Slow 
Pitch Softball Association in 
2008 

Reflecting on her time at 
EIU, Phillips said some things 
do stand out.

 “Two things come to mind. 
First, I was fortunate enough 
to teach students from four 
different generations – the 
Baby Boomers, Gen X, the 
Millennials, and Gen Z - and 
faced the challenges associ-
ated with each group,” she 
said. “The second thing is the 
quality of colleagues I have 
encountered over those four 
decades. FDR once said. ‘I 
am not the smartest person 
in the world, but I can sure 
pick smart colleagues.’  I was a 
master at surrounding myself 
with effective, funny people. 
Our motto was have a lot of 
fun and get a lot done. And 
we lived by it every single 
day.” 

Her attitude about the next 
phase of life reflects a freeing 
up of her time.

“I plan to do anything I 
want – whenever I want to do 
it,” said Phillips. 

Special to the Prairie Press

Paris resident Kathleen Phillips  
is retiring June 1 after a 41-
year career at Eastern Illinois 
University.

Special to The Prairie Press

Eastern Illinois University recently honored several alumni for 
achieving recognition in their respective fields. Seated, left to 
right, Ashley Wishard, Amy Loy, Beth Leggit and Anna Shlachter. 
Standing, left to right, Jill Rogers, Michael Arrigoni, Mike Hat-
field and Paris resident Warren Sperry, who received a lifetime 
achievement award.

Sperry honored by EIU
SPECIAL TO THE  PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — War-
ren Sperry received the 2019 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity during a recent awards 
ceremony.

With both a bachelor’s and 
master’s in education from 
EIU, Sperry served for more 
than three decades as Paris 
High School band director. 
The last 14 years of his career 
were spent as a school admin-
istrator. He has continued his 
community involvement and 
support of Paris schools since 
retirement. Sperry currently 
works as the development di-
rector for the Edgar County 
Community Foundation.

Sperry and his wife, Jody, 
are the parents of three chil-
dren, Marty, Adam and Em-
ily.

The Sperrys — who are 
natives of Vandalia — came 
to Paris when he was hired 
as the Mayo Middle School 
band director. Following the 
August resignation of the 
PHS band director, Sperry 
moved to the high school and 
the rest — as they say — is 
history.

EIU’s alumni awards pro-
gram celebrates and honors 
alumni who have excelled in 
their fields. Recipients of the 
lifetime achievement award 
have attained distinguished 
professional success and 
prominence. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Willow-

Willowbrook hosting  
series of open houses 

Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Noah Riggs
March 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, Jessica Hendrick-
son; Director of Bands, Paris High School, Dr. Kevin Pruiett; Award Recipient, Noah Riggs; Prospect Bank 

Marketing & Communications Manager & Paris High School Drama Director, Tanner Laughlin; Mother of Re-
cipient, Tish Riggs; Crestwood Chorus Teacher & Paris High School Assistant Drama Director, Agnes Wright .

Noah, son of Tom & Tish Riggs, has earned the Musician of the Month award 
sponsored by Prospect Bank. Noah has as 4.56 GPA and is a member of the 
Honor Roll & Tri-M National Music Honor Society.  His music activities include; 
Choir, Elite Harmony, PHS Drama and he also serves as a music mentor for the 
Crestwood Jr High Chorus program.  His Community Service activities include 
Tri-M Canned Food Drive & Nursing Home Christmas Caroling.

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

PCH Volunteers’ 


−



Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 05/15:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 05/17:
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Thur 05/16:
Roast beef,

mashed potatoes 
& gravy, garden 

salad & roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).
**Closing at 1pm for private party**

Always
Homemade!

A&R Service and Supply

Full service contractor, kitchen & bath 
remodels, electrical, plumbing, security 

cams, security systems, computers, Wi-Fi 
help upgrades, painting, fencing, floor 

leveling, basement waterproofing

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

viewed and chosen by the 
Graduate Alumni Advisory 
Board. 

Acklin was nominated 
by the graduate program in 
educational leadership. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
from EIU in 1979, a mas-
ter’s degree in 1987 and a 
specialist degree from the 
university in 1998. 

Acklin currently serves 
as the interim superin-
tendent of Chrisman 
Schools and is coaching 
cross-country at Danville 
Area Community College. 
Acklin and his wife, Cindy, 
reside in Ogden and have 
three children, Louis, John 
and Sarah. 

brook Memory Support 
Residences of Marshall is 
celebrating the reopening 
of a second building on the 
campus at 1002 N Second 
Street with a series of open 
houses.

The public is invited to 
participate in tours and re-
freshments of Building 2 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. May 13, 
15 and 17.

Willowbrook of Mar-
shall originally opened in 
November 2017 provid-
ing individualized home-
like dementia care. Due to 
high demand, Building 2 
in Marshall was built and 
opened to meet a commu-
nity need.

Staffing issues prompt-
ed the closing of the sec-
ond building and a three-
month training period for 
new staff made it possible 
to reopen the building and 
provide another resource 
for dementia care in the 
area. 
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A BETTER KIND
OF PHARMACY

It is important to fully understand each drug 

before taking it, and our pharmacist is willing to 

answer any and all of your questions in a simple 

and easy-to-understand way. We are known for 

our knowledgeable staff and excellent customer 

service. Come in and experience the difference.

#1 in customer service!

Total Care

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Helen Keller remains a 
sentimental figure in Ameri-
can history, as the blind, deaf 
girl captured the imagination 
of the nation. A similar sto-
ry unfolded with an Illinois 
youth at the turn of the cen-
tury.

Emma Kubieck became a 
sort of celebrity for her prog-
ress at the Illinois School 
for the Visually Impaired in 
Jacksonville during her short 
life, as she managed to learn a 
number of words despite be-
ing deaf and blind.  

Nicknamed the “Helen 
Keller of Illinois,” Kucieck 
and her heart-wrenching 
story attracted nationwide 
attention, and her sorrowful 

death at age 11 in 1907 was 
reported in papers around 
the country.

Born in Glen Carbon on 
New Year’s Day 1896, Ku-
bieck (whose name is some-
times spelled “Kubicek) lost 
her hearing and sight at age 
three in a severe bout with 
cerebro-spinal meningitis.  
Her father and brother were 
killed in a railroad accident, 
and she was under the care 
of her mother. However, var-
ious accounts imply her fam-
ily was somehow unaware of 
her limitations.  

A state government report 
from 1902 states, “for some 
unaccountable reason, her 
parents and friends did not 
discover that she was deaf.” 
Another source referred to 
her family as Bohemian.

Citizens of nearby Ed-
wardsville apparently took an 
interest in the child, and the 
state legislature passed a bill 

to send her to the Illinois In-
stitution for the Education of 
the Blind (now ISVI) in Jack-
sonville in 1901.  

The renowned superin-
tendent of the school, Frank 
Haven Hall, is credited with 
her discovery after he was 
contacted by an Edwardsville 
doctor.

Kubieck arrived in Jack-
sonville Oct. 6, 1901, and 
was placed under the care of 
Helen R. Jordan, a respected 
kindergarten teacher at the 
school.  Jordan had worked 
extensively with another 
deaf-blind girl, Jessie Stewart 
of Redmon in Edgar County, 
for a year, with limited suc-
cess. 

Stewart, who lost her sight 
and hearing at 10 months of 
age, also had minimal senses 
of taste and smell. The Chica-
go Tribune reported Stewart, 
“was without imaging pow-
er, making the first task…

of Mrs. Jordan an almost 
impossible one…there was 
too little ‘mind stuff ’ to work 
upon.”

However, Kubieck had 
some of that imaging power, 
as she had enjoyed sight and 
hearing for the first three 
years of her life and remem-
bered some activities and 
interests. Still, teaching the 
girl proved a struggle. On 
Kubieck’s first day, Jordan – 
who had 30 other children 
to care for — seated the 
girl at a small wooden table 
with a box of wooden beads 
and twine. She soon learned 
to string the beads before, 
throwing them about the 
room. 

She was subsequently re-
quired to pick up each bead 
and place it back in the box, a 
task done with a hard struggle 
and many tears. This process 
was repeated for a week, but 
with diminishing intensity. 

A basket of toys was likewise 
destroyed before Kubieck fi-
nally settled down.

The word ball was cho-
sen as the first word for her 
to learn. Jordan reported, 
“while (Emma) held the ball 
in her right hand the teacher 
spelled the word into her left 
hand.” Within two weeks, 
Kubieck recognized the word 
as the object.

Doll came next, and was 
taught in the same fashion. 
Eventually, a ball and doll 
were placed on a table, and 
the name of one was spelled 
into Emma’s hand. A month 
later, she was able to correct-
ly choose between the two.

The next word was iron, 
mainly because Kubieck dis-
covered a flatiron in her toy 
box and immediately tried 
to iron Mrs. Jordan’s dress 
skirt with it. Only one sign 
was provided  to Emma in 

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Whether it is the smell of burning 
rubber in the air, the anticipation of 
waiting as a cool car drives by or 
spending countless hours preparing 
a car for the show, most everyone 
has their own ideas of what the car 
culture is, was and will be. To many 
though, the car culture culminates 
with their car club.

Car clubs have been around for as 
long as humans have been making 
cars go fast. Ever since D.R. Noonan 
was grinding special camshafts for 
Ford vehicles, kids in Paris have 
had their own car cliques and clubs. 
At one time, anyone who believed 
they had a cool ride or a hot car was 
associated with a car club.

Clubs met on a regular basis to 
do many things. Members helped 
each other tinker on their cars, 
cruise or just hang out for the com-
radery. Once a person was in a car 
club, they were always accepted. 
Paris was no different.

With car clubs thriving all over 
the Wabash Valley, a few guys got 
together to form one of the legend-
ary clubs that is still talked about 
today. 

Mark Dunlap, Dennis Dunlap, 
Steve Vice, Jerry Lawson, Roger 
Faulk and Ron Lobb paved the way 
for the people of the car world to-
day. 

Those car guys — to name a 
few — came together to organize 
the  Hazzard Brothers Car Club. 
This was not a normal club as these 
guys quickly showed in the car club 
world a good club becomes family.

The Hazzard Brothers Car Club 
was nationally known by the Na-
tional Hot Rod Association and lo-
cally well known as it operated the 
CMW Dragway in Paris during its 
last three years of existence. 

The Hazzard Brothers group is 
now only a memory but many other 
clubs have been created in its place. 

There are the Wabash Valley 
Rodders, The River Rat Rodders, 
The Junkyard Dogs and the Twist-
ers car clubs to name only a few at 

a regional level. Since the Hazzard 
Brothers demise, local Paris area 
car clubs have been scarce with 
only the active Twin Lakes Cruisers 
and The Lazy Rodders. 

Three local car enthusiasts recog-
nized the decline in the car scene 
and decided it was time to return it 
to its former glory. The three friends 
heard the stories of cruising the cir-
cuit through town and cars racing 
streetlight to streetlight. They have 
been told about cruising into the 
drive-in with your girl by your side. 
They thought why should they be 
just stories told generation to gener-
ation? There is no reason it can not 
still be the same today.

One night Shawn Bell, Omer 
Lenhart and Daniel Briseno sat 
down in Bell’s shop and put togeth-
er the East Side Motor Club. This 
club is open to any one who is a car 
enthusiast. It does not matter what 
kind of car a person drives, because 
they believe the car culture has no 
barriers. 

The East Side Motor Club is a 
not for profit club that has no fees 
to join and meetings are not  formal. 
The casual atmosphere of meetings 
tends to be less stressful and more 

like pulling into a friend’s drive for 
a cookout.

The club has already done some 
great things for the community 
with a cruise-in and car show Oct. 
20, 2108, sponsored by Bell and 
Bell Demolition. The show was a 
great success with more than 50 en-
tries. It was a benefit for the Hopes 
and Dreams program to help home-
less students at Paris High School. 
More than $600 was raised for the 
group.     

With the 2019 car show season 
getting started, the East Side Mo-
tor Club is hosting a Spring Fling 
Cruise-In and Car Show from1-5 
p.m. Sunday, May 19, at R.P. Lum-
ber on Jasper Street, Paris.

Cars have created an unbreakable 
bond between the founders which 
they hope to expand with others in 
the community through the love of 
cars for many years to come. 

“Not everyone drives a pristine 
show car. That is not what it is 
about,” said Lenhart. “It is about 
the love for whatever car you like.” 

Bell and Briseno agreed. 
“In the end, it is not about the 

stories told by the cars but the sto-
ries you made with them,” Bell said. 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Mothers everywhere will 
rejoice. So will the greet-
ing-card companies, flower 
shops and telephone provid-
ers.

Though celebrated in pock-
ets in previous years, Moth-
er’s Day has been an official 
holiday since May 9, 1914, 
when President Woodrow 
Wilson signed a proclama-
tion designating the second 
Sunday in May as a day to 
honor the nation’s mothers. 

“The signing was not that 
important to Wilson in a po-
litical sense. But it would not 
have taken much persuasion 
for Wilson to sign it,” said An-
drew Phillips, curator of the 
Woodrow Wilson Presiden-
tial Library in Stanton, Va. 
“Strong women were greatly 
influential in his life, includ-
ing his mother, his first wife, 
and his three daughters.”  El-
len Wilson, the president’s 
first wife, died three months 
after the proclamation. 

The concept for Mother’s 
Day was nothing new. Local 
celebrations were common 
in America, though noth-
ing was accepted nationally. 
Some attribute the idea to Ju-
lia Ward Howe, composer of 
the “Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” who first organized a 
mother’s day for peace June 2, 
1872. 

Many also cite Anna Jarvis, 
a Grafton, W. Va., housewife 
who began the push for the 
holiday to honor her own 
mother, who died in 1905. As 
early as 1868, the elder Jarvis 
established a local commit-
tee for a Mother’s Friendship 
Day to heal wounds in fami-
lies broken by the Civil War. 
Prior to that, she also orga-
nized Mother’s Day Work 
Clubs to ease the suffering 
of ill and wounded Civil War 
troops. 

In 1908, Jarvis organized 
official commemorations in 
Grafton as well as Philadel-
phia. In 1910, West Virginia 
declared Mother’s Day an of-
ficial holiday. Jarvis, though, 
clearly had a flair for self-pro-
motion. In 1912, she trade-
marked the phrases Mother’s 
Day and second Sunday in 
May and created an inter-
national association for the 
holiday. 

Though Jarvis claimed 
much of the credit herself, 
the establishment of Moth-
er’s Day was also promoted 
within the women’s suffrage 
movement. “The suffragettes 
were among the first to call 
for the holiday,” said Phillips. 
“Of course, the Mother’s Day 
of what everyone envisioned 
then is much different than 
what it became.”

Eventually, 46 states cel-
ebrated the holiday in some 
form. In 1913, Congress 
passed a resolution for the 
observance of Mother’s Day 
by government officials. The 
following year, the legislature 
approved a joint resolution 
calling for the official desig-
nation of the second Sunday 
in May as Mother’s Day. 

Wilson signed the proc-
lamation on May 9, only 
one day ahead of the second 
Sunday of the calendar. As a 
result, there was not a lot of 
fanfare in the holiday’s first 
year. 

“But it caught on fast,” said 
Phillips. “Hallmark began 
producing greeting cards by 
the early 1920s, and soon the 
holiday was moving closer to 

Many years ago when 
we still plowed the 
ground, the robins coming 
back in 
the early 
spring 
were a 
sign that 
we farm-
ers had 
better 
get the 
plow and 
disc out 
and start 
breaking the ground. 

I knew it was time to 
start planting back in the 
1960s when the mocking-
bird that liked to sit and 
sing from the top of our 
big barn started serenad-
ing me. As I was filling up 
the planter with seed and 
fertilizer from a storage 
room in the barn, he just 
called me about every 
name in the book as far as 
his changing tunes went. 

I always liked to mimic 
birds and a lot of times I 
think it must have ruffled 
the feathers of our resident 
cardinal. I don’t know how 
many tunes he could sing, 
but as the seasons changed 
I tried to aggravate him by 
calling him out to get him 
to answer me. I wonder if I 
was ever in danger of being 
attacked by his mate. 

The cardinal followed 
me around while I was 
feeding the pigs and fixing 
fence, and I think he was 
giving me a little encour-
agement to get my work 
done on time. I believe he 
was telling me to hustle up 
and get the ground worked 
and the corn planted. 

Our barn swallows 
always started arriving on 
April 23. It always amazed 
me that birds offer their 
songs and suggest it is 
time to begin fieldwork. 
Those wonderful creatures 
had a very dynamic way of 
diving and darting when 
I mowed the lawn or the 
pasture. I think once in a 
while they even took a lit-
tle snippet out of my straw 
hat, they seemed that 
close. I was really helping 
them by stirring up the 
bugs for them to feast on. 

Birds building nests and 

Farming is 
really for 
the birds

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See KUBIECK, Page 4B

Mother’s Day 
established  
May 9, 1914

See MOTHER’S, Page 4B

‘Helen Keller’ of Illinois

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press

The car club culture is alive and well as seen in a photo of the East Side Motor Club’s first car show. The event attracted 
more than 50 entries. 

Glen Carbon native 
Emma Kubieck was 
a state inspiration

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

East Side club continues tradition

Special to The Prairie Press

Even with the closing of CMW Dragway in Paris the Hazzard Brothers Car Club 
remained a tight-knit group and had a hog roast the day the track closed.
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During the mid-to-late 
19th-century, many Illinois-
ans joined the westward 
movement, carving new lives 
in the frontier states in farm-
ing, mining, railroads or gov-
ernment.  

Among them was Solomon 
L. Spink, a one-time Paris res-
ident who served in Congress 
from the Dakota Territory.

Spink also held a variety 
of other political offices in 
his career.  Born on March 
20, 1831, in Whitehall, N.Y., 
Spink finished his schooling 
at Castleton Seminary in Ver-
mont and taught for several 
years before studying law.  
Admitted to the bar in 1856, 
he set up a practice in Burl-
ington, Iowa, before moving 
to Paris in 1860.

There, he became the edi-

tor and publisher of the Prai-
rie Beacon, a forerunner the 
former Paris Beacon-News.  
In 1864, he was elected to a 
term in the Illinois House of 
Representatives as a Repub-
lican.  

Spink’s greatest achieve-
ments were destined for the 
West. In 1865, President 
Lincoln appointed Spink as 
secretary of the Dakota Ter-
ritory, which had only been 
established four years before.

Spink was one of several 
Midwesterners who held of-
fice in the new territory.  The 
first territorial governor, Wil-
liam Jayne, was an Illinois 
state senator from Springfield 
who was Lincoln’s personal 
physician. The governor from 
1869-73, John Burbank, was 
the brother-in-law of former 
Indiana governor Oliver Per-
ry Morton.

The economy of the Dako-
tas was dominated by farm-
ing, cattle and mining. Ten-
sions with American Indians 

were also a concern. In 1863-
64, U.S. Army forces engaged 
in several pitched battles 
with Sioux tribes across pres-
ent-day North Dakota.

Spink settled in the terri-
torial capital of Yankton, in 
present-day South Dakota.  
The population had been 
kept down by fears of the In-
dian troubles, but by the late 
1860s, a land boom helped 
the town explode. The town 
was also the leading settle-
ment on the Missouri River 
in the era, and profited from 
supplying Army outlets and 
Indian reservations.

In 1868, Spink was elect-
ed to Congress as a Dakota 
territorial delegate, defeating 
incumbent Walter Burleigh. 
Spink, though, was defeat-
ed for re-election in 1870 by 
Democrat Moses Armstrong, 
who is remembered by one 
source for his, “prolific and 
colorful writing, which played 
a significant role in territorial 
development.”  That source 

also credits Armstrong as, 
“the first literary promoter of 
Dakota.” 

After the loss, Spink went 
back to Yankton, continuing 
his law practice.  In Septem-
ber 1873, Spink was deliver-
ing an address at a hotel in 
Yankton when Edwin Mc-
Cook, who was appointed 
territorial secretary in 1872, 
was assassinated by a local 
banker and political oppo-
nent.  McCook had served 
in the 31st Illinois under the 
legendary John A. “Black-
jack” Logan during the Civil 
War. 

Spink was again a candidate 
for Congress in 1876, suffer-
ing another defeat. Thirteen 
years later, North and South 
Dakota achieved statehood, 
entering the Union on the 
same date, Nov. 2, 1889. 

However, Spink did not 
live to see the occasion. He 
died on Sept. 22, 1881, and is 
buried in Yankton City Cem-
etery.

what we know today.”
Jarvis, though, watched the 

popularity with disdain. An-
gered that Mother’s Day had 
become commercialized, she 
spent her efforts and inheri-
tance to fight for its removal. 
She found the greeting card 

craze particularly distasteful, 
lamenting that cards were, “a 
poor excuse for the letter you 
are too lazy to write.”

In one instance, Jarvis re-
portedly filed a lawsuit to 
block a Mother’s Day festival 
and was arrested for disturb-
ing the peace at a sale of car-
nations for war mothers in 
1925. She died penniless in 

1948. 
Ironically, Anna Jarvis nev-

er had children, unlike mil-
lions of American women 
before and since. According 
to 2010 Census figures, the 
United States had 85.4 mil-
lion mothers, and some 81 
percent of American women 
became mothers by age 40 to 
44. 

laying eggs meant it was good 
for me to raise a crop to feed 
my family. It is really won-
derful all the ways that our 
creator encourages us to do 
the job right and do it timely. 
I guess that equates to a need 
to get on the ball because a 
little bird told me I had better 
get a going.

My life has changed and 
my farm work is entirely 
different. 

Instead of planting and 
harvesting crops and raising 
pigs, I watch others do the 
good stuff, but I still have the 
birds. The hungry critters I 
now feed are the feathered 
ones instead of the squealing 
four-legged ones. 

We have too many bird 
and squirrel feeders, but I 
can’t use a tractor and feed 
grinder to feed them so I have 
to make do. I hitch my Cub 
Cadet to our old Radio Flyer 
wagon and put four buckets 
of different kinds of feed in it 

and make the rounds. 
I usually have to feed the 

squirrels some ear corn, but 
I really think they are lazy 
because there is still corn out 
in the field beside our yard. 
Thank goodness we have a lot 
of walnut trees and that helps 
with the feeding. I even help 
those varmints while I am 
mowing and knock the cover 
off a lot of those nuts and just 
hope my blades don’t get too 
dull. 

I am not sure this is real 
farming, but it is still a good 
life living out in farm country.

I still fix fence because 
those posts are getting old 
and I also don’t want any-
thing to get into my goose 
yard. Another thing I have to 
fix is the bird feeders, because 
the ones I like best need 
some maintenance. Birds 
don’t like wet and rotten 
feed and this spring is a real 
challenge just to keep the 
feeders fresh. 

We still have the mocking 
birds, red-winged blackbirds, 
cardinals, robins and barn 

swallows, but I now hear a 
different tune and they aren’t 
calling me to get on with 
farming. 

I wonder if farmers even 
can hear those birds in their 
tractors with air-conditioned 
cabs, or if they even know 
nature can tell things that we 
listened to in the past. Maybe 
it is all about ground tem-
perature and planting dates 
and length of the growing 
seasons. 

I’m glad that I grew up 
when I did, but one thing is 
still true: we can’t plant corn 
in the mud, no matter who is 
telling you to plant, no matter 
the soil temperature and no 
matter how big and powerful 
the planting equipment is. A 
little bird told me that. 

Let us hope and pray the 
planting finally gets done, 
because crop insurance is not 
the answer. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win 8th row tickets to see TRAIN 
& THE GOO GOO DOLLS

in Indy plus $500! Register to
win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Spring Fever Sale

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

SCHOLARSHIPS
The V.F.W. Post 3601 is offering scholarships 

to qualifying 2nd, 3rd or 4th year college 
students or advanced 1 year graduate.  

Students must be the child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, step grandchild, or step great 

grandchild of a past or present member of 
Post 3601 or its auxiliary.

Applications may be picked up after May 1 at the 
V.F.W. Post 3601

601 West Court, Paris
They must be returned to the Post by 

June 3, 2019 at Noon

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Beacon publisher found success
Solomon Spink led 
the Prairie Beacon 

the early stages, that of water, 
which she could use when 
thirsty.

The 1902 report proudly 
noted, “by Christmas Emma 
was one of the happiest and 
most obedient of children,” 
and, “enjoyed marching with 
the other pupils in the gym-
nasium,” learning to keep the 
step by, “feeling the motion 
of those next to her.” She was 
also able to perform basic 
crafts, creating several nap-
kin rings, a bag from beads 
and mats woven on a hand-
loom. 

By her sixth birthday on 
Jan. 1, 1902, Kubieck was  
able to place seven words, in-
cluding her name and those of 
two teachers, in Braille as well 
as manual alphabet. 

Though described as large 
for her age with a healthy 
appetite, Kubieck was appar-
ently a sickly child, and little 
study was done for the next 
several months. From mid-
March 1902 until leaving for 

a brief visit home on May 26, 
her progress was lauded as 
uninterrupted and rapid.  She 
eventually was able to copy 
any spelling of her teacher, 
who wrote words slowly into 
the child’s left hand, only to 
have Kubieck follow, letter by 
letter, with her right.

When Kubieck left for 
her break, she could spell 
21 words, including longer 
ones such as radish and ba-
nana.  She was also able to 
use a Braille writer, a device 
invented by Hall, to write five 
words, including her first sen-
tence, “roll the ball.” Kubieck 
was also able to respond when 
the words sit, stand, run, and 
clap were written into her 
hand.  She could also make 
the sounds of a few letters of 
the alphabet.

While sorrowfully de-
scribed as a little soul impris-
oned because of her lack of 
sight and hearing, Kubieck 
managed to use her other 
faculties, including an acute 
sense of smell that allowed 
her to recognize people by 
odor. She could also smell 
candy, a favorite treat, and had 
an excellent sense of location.  

She was aware when Sat-

urday came, when she pulled 
out clean linens for her bed.  
Kubieck was able to dress her-
self and tie her shoes, though 
remained unable to fix her 
hair. 

As Kubieck progressed, her 
story drew national attention, 
and she and Jordan were fea-
tured in an array of magazines 
and newspapers. On March 
13, 1904, the Chicago Tri-
bune dubbed the girl, “the 
Helen Keller of Illinois.”

A state report in 1904 laud-
ed Kubieck’s achievements, 
as she had learned to handle 
the Braille writer, “with con-
siderable ease and dexteri-
ty,” thanks to her, “vigorous, 
active mind,” and, “retentive 
memory.”  As a result, the 
report concluded, Kubieck, 
“sees things with her hands 
and speaks with her fin-
ger-tips.”

Even more important was 
her, “happy disposition,” that 
was, “a source of cheer and 
inspiration to all about her.”  
Indeed, the report called Ku-
bieck’s progress, “a veritable 
light out of darkness, a voice 
out of silence.” 

Kubieck was later a wel-
comed visitor at a conference 

of deaf teachers in North Car-
olina, and was also taken to 
an exposition in Louisiana, 
where she conversed with 
Helen Keller. 

Sadly, her health remained 
frail. She again fell ill in De-
cember 1903, and attended 
school for only three months 
of that year.  But her fame 
grew, as did her abilities. In 
early March 1907, she was 
visited by a delegation of Il-
linois legislators. She greeted 
them with an address of wel-
come on her Braille writer.

Days later, on Saturday, 
March 9, Kibieck became ill 
with what was believed to be 
a mild cold. But her condition 
deteriorated rapidly, and she 
was reportedly in great pain 
the next day. Pneumonia was 
finally diagnosed.

Jordan hardly left the bed-
side of the sick child, who 
died at the age of 11 around 9 
p.m. March 13, 1907. News of 
her passing made headlines in 
Los Angeles. 

The Chicago Tribune re-
ported her passing left the 
students and faculty heart-
broken, a sentiment shared by 
her many inspired followers 
around the nation.

KUBIECK
FROM PAGE 3B
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WASHINGTON  — 
Standing before a National 
Day of Prayer gathering, the 
Rev. Anthony Thompson 
called himself an example of 
the day’s theme of loving one 
another — no matter what.

“Can you love someone 
who hates you because of the 
color of your skin?” he asked 
the crowd of more than 200 
assembled Thursday, May 2, 
at the U.S. Capitol’s Statuary 
Hall and others watching via 
TV and social media. “Can 
you love someone because 
they hate you for being gay or 

being different?”
Thompson’s late wife, 

Myra, was one of the “Eman-
uel 9,” members of Mother 
Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charles-
ton, S.C., who were killed 
during a Bible study by white 
supremacist Dylann Roof in 
2015.

“God asked me, ‘Antho-
ny, can you love Dylann?’” 
Thompson said. “Forty-eight 
hours after that tragedy, I was 
at Dylann Roof ’s bond hear-
ing and I had to answer God’s 
question.”

Thompson said he was able 
to tell Roof he forgave him 

and urged the killer to repent.
“After I forgave Dylann, I 

experienced God’s love, I ex-
perienced God’s peace,” said 
Thompson, author of the 
forthcoming book “Called to 
Forgive.”

“For the first time I knew 
and understood exactly what 
it meant and felt like to ex-
perience the peace of God, 
which passes all understand-
ing.”

Thompson was one of a 
series of speakers who ex-
pounded on the 2019 Na-
tional Day of Prayer theme of  
Love One Another.

Ronnie Floyd, the outgoing 

president of the National Day 
of Prayer Task Force, served 
as master of ceremonies of 
the Capitol Hill event. He 
called on people to, at turns, 
get on their knees on the mar-
ble floor of the hall or stand 
together in huddles for prayer.

“Tonight we will cry out 
to God together from this 
unique place, that God will 
give America a Love One 
Another Movement that will 
change the course of this na-
tion,” said Floyd.

“There is nothing more 
powerful than the words of 
Jesus Christ: Love one an-
other. These words set a bib-

lical standard that is high and 
holds each of us to immediate 
accountability in all of our re-
lationships.”

Floyd pointed to Thomp-
son as an example to motivate 
others to, “never let anyone 
outside of your circle of love,” 
and strive to bridge divides in 
church and society.

“If Rev. Thompson can 
forgive a man who took the 
life of his wife, who are you 
to hold any unforgiveness in 
your heart?” he asked.

Prayers about accep-
tance, forgiveness and for 
the branches of government 
and the persecuted church 

were interspersed with music 
by the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
Choir.

Floyd asked those who 
gathered in Statuary Hall to 
stand if they had prayed for 
Pastor Andrew Brunson, an 
American evangelical held in 
Turkey for two years before 
he was released in October. 
Most of the people assembled 
among the dozens of statues 
stood.

Brunson told the crowd he 
was thankful for their prayers. 
Appearing with his wife, No-
rine, the pastor recounted 
how he was concerned people 

Loving one another no matter what

Nursing 
others to a 
better life

“For neither at any time 
used we flattering words, as ye 
know, nor a cloak of covetous-
ness; God is witness: Nor of 
men sought we glory, neither of 
you, nor yet of others, when we 
might have been burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ. But 
we were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherishes her 
children: So being affection-
ately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto 
you, not the gospel of God only, 
but also our own souls, because 
ye were dear unto us.” 

—I Thessalonians 2: 5-8

The apostle Paul wrote a 
letter of encouragement to the 
fledgling church he had es-
tablished a year earlier in Thes-

salonica, 
Greece. 

In that 
letter he 
spoke 
of his 
ministry 
among the 
people and 
revealed 
he had 
followed a 
certain pat-

tern that governed his conduct. 
It was the pattern of a nurse.  

The Greek word Paul 
used that is translated as 
nurse in English is a word 
that means nourisher or 
literally one that fattens or 
feeds someone. Actually, the 
root word involves the literal 
physical activity of turning 
something in a revolution.  
The title/description for 
nurse means nourishing to 
turn someone around. 

Paul listed the selfless 
qualities of a nurse: they 
aren’t in it to be flattered 
because they give care 
regardless of praise, they 
aren’t motivated by greed 
and it isn’t about having 
their name on the marquee 
as headliner (good nurses 
aren’t narcissistic).  

The right way to be a 
minister of the gospel took its 
cue from nursing. Nurses are 
people who truly care about 
a patient in their charge, and 
that person becomes special 
to them.  Nurses are willing to 
give of their life with gentle-
ness to nourish a patient until 
he or she gets turned around.

 There it is. The example 
for every minister/servant 
who wishes to help people 
who struggle spiritually is 
that of a nurse by becoming 
someone who is willing, 
selfless, sacrificial, often 
unheralded, pays attention 
to the well being of another 
with an aim to see that per-
son’s life turned around and 
restored to wellness.

During this annual 
National Nurses Week let me 
as a minister of the gospel, 
local pastor and president 
of the Horizon Health care 
chaplains on behalf of my 
ministerial peers, thank the 
nursing profession (and in 
particular our local tribe of 
fantastic care-givers) for the 
inspiration and example of 
how they dedicate them-
selves to turning lives around.   

Nurses have our deepest 
gratitude and our highest 
respect.

(Jack Hoffman is the senior 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. )

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Thank God for our nurses Persecuted 
Christian is
in Canada
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ISLAMABAD — A 
Christian woman acquit-
ted of blasphemy after 
spending eight years on 
death row in Pakistan has 
left for Canada to be re-
united with her daughters, 
Pakistani officials and oth-
ers involved in the case 
said Wednesday.

Aasia Bibi was convict-
ed of blasphemy in 2009 
after a quarrel with a fellow 
farmworker. The Supreme 
Court overturned her con-
viction last year, and she 
had been in protective cus-
tody since then.

Islamic extremists have 
rioted over the case and 
threatened to kill her. The 
same radical Islamists, 
many of whom have been 
jailed for their threats, also 
urged the overthrow of the 
government following Bi-
bi’s acquittal.

Wilson Chawdhry of the 
British Pakistani Christian 
Association told The Asso-
ciated Press he received a 
text message from a British 
diplomat saying, “Aasia is 
out.” A close friend of Bibi 
also confirmed she had left 
the country, speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
for fear of reprisals. Bibi’s 
lawyer, Saif-ul Malook, 
said she had already ar-
rived in Canada.

Officials at Pakistan’s 
interior and foreign min-
istries also confirmed her 
departure, speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not au-
thorized to brief media.

The case has brought 
international attention to 
Pakistan’s controversial 
blasphemy law, which car-
ries an automatic death 
penalty. 

The mere suspicion of 
blasphemy against Islam 
is enough to ignite mob 
lynchings in the country. 
The accusation of blas-
phemy has also been used 
to intimidate religious 
minorities and to settle 
scores.

Radical Islamists have 
made the punishment of 
blasphemy a major rally-
ing cry, bringing tens of 
thousands into the streets 
and paralyzing major cit-
ies.

Salman Taseer, the gov-
ernor of Punjab province, 
was shot and killed by one 
of his guards in 2011 for 
defending Bibi and crit-
icizing the misuse of the 
blasphemy law. 

The assassin, Mumtaz 
Qadri, has been celebrated 
as a martyr by hard-liners 
since he was hanged for 
the killing, with millions 
visiting a shrine set up for 
him near Islamabad. Paki-
stan’s minister for minori-
ties, Shahbaz Bhatti, was 
assassinated later that year 
after demanding justice for 
Bibi.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has vowed not to be 
intimidated by the riot-
ers, saying the rule of law 
would decide Bibi’s fate.

But she was denied per-
mission to leave the coun-
try for several months until 
sentiments cooled.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Area nurses, their families and supporters gathered Wednesday, May 8, on the Edgar County Courthouse lawn as part of the 
National Nurses Week observation. Speakers discussed the importance of nurses in health care, prayers were offered and the 
program concluded with a blessing of the hands.

See PRAYERS, Page 6B

Widower of Charleston Emmanuel 9 victim calls him an example of love despite hate for whatever reason

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Following the blessing of the hands service Wednesday, May 8, nurses walked around the Edgar County Courthouse looking 
at the luminarias. Each of luminarias had the name of a local nurse either in practice, retired or deceased. Left to right, Joy 
Williams, Brianne Hodgson and Ashlee Sinclair.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Part of the National Nurses Week observation in Edgar County included a program 
on the courthouse lawn with prayers and a blessing of the healing hands by 
anointing them with oil and a brief prayer with each nurse participating in the 
program. 
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PRAYERS
FROM PAGE 5B

MAY 21 PHS BACCALAUREATE
A baccalaureate service for the 
Paris High School Class of 2019 
is scheduled at 7 p.m. May 21 
at the First United Methodist 
Church. The public is invited 
to attend the service for the 
students.

MAY 21 WOMEN LUNCH
The Christian Women’s Connec-
tion of Terre Haute monthly lun-
cheon is 11 a.m. May 21 in the 
MCL meeting room at Meadows 
Shopping Center. The speaker 
is Sharon Cicardo discussing 
relationships and music is by 

Pastor Andy Fishback. Christine 
Niemeyer of the Lili Pad at the 
Meadows Shopping Center is 
the special feature. Call 812-
234-7388 or 812-249-3084 to 
make reservations.

LOCAL VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL DATES ANNOUNCED
The First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) Vacation 
Bible School is July 29-Aug. 2.  
The theme is “The Incredible 
Race” from Answers in Genesis.
The Lake Ridge Christian Church 
Vacation Bible School is June 2-7 
and the theme is “Groups Roar.”

GRACE NOTES

Prager: Universities killed the Bible
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Bible has a lot to say 
about today’s hot topics — 
including socialism, abortion, 
and gender roles — according 
to Dennis Prager, who wrote a 
book about his take on Gen-
esis.

Prager, the author of “The 
Rational Bible: Genesis,” said 
during an appearance on “Fox 
& Friends” Monday, May 6, 
his dream is to make the Bible 
the most important book in 
America once again because 
of how important it is.

“People need to under-
stand it. There’s a big problem 
today. You have the greatest 
book in the history of the 
world. I mean even atheists, 
even people who hate reli-
gion, will have to acknowl-
edge it’s the most significant 
book ever written. So, people, 
even if they hate it, should un-
derstand it,” Prager said.

The founder of Prager U, 
which features short edu-
cational videos about Ju-
deo-Christian values and 
American ideals, said he’s 
been teaching the Bible his 
entire life and he wants to 

share how it can transform 
each person’s life. 

Prager is also an American 
nationally syndicated conser-
vative radio talk show host 
and writer.

“The place that killed the 
Bible is the university,” Prag-
er said. “The university has 
become the stupidest place in 
America.”

ON SOCIALISM
The second chapter of 

Prager’s book is on socialism, 
which he admits is inferred 
from the Bible not directly 
mentioned as it is a more re-
cent concept.

“There are two big issues. 
Of course, the bible doesn’t 
use the word socialism. It’s 
too new,” Prager says. “But 
it is extremely mistrustful 
of human nature. Therefore, 
it doesn’t want power to be 
in the hands of a few people 
and socialism by definition is 
power in the hands of the few. 
Capitalism and the free mar-
ket in the hands of the con-
sumer, the individual. I’m not 
saying that companies don’t 
have power, but they can nev-
er approach what government 

can have. No company ever 
built the gulag or Auschwitz. 
OK. Let’s be clear on that. I’m 
not a company fan but let’s be 
honest. It is very, very mis-
trustful of power and in that 
book Genesis, God says the 
will of man’s heart is towards 
evil from his youth.”

ON GENDER ROLES
“This is the big thing,” Prag-

er said. “The only division 
that God declares significant 
is male, female. God couldn’t 
care less about race, couldn’t 
care less about ethnicity. 
They’re not even mentioned. 
Do you know Adam’s race? 
No. Do you know Adam’s 
ethnicity? No. Do you know 
Adam’s sex? Yep. Male and fe-
male, he created them.”

ON ABORTION
In his book on Exodus, 

which has been published 
and is available for purchase, 
Prager discusses how the Bi-
ble relates to abortion, or the 
unborn, rather.

A Democratic state repre-
sentative from Alabama drew 
criticism after he said: “Some 
kids are unwanted, so you kill 

them now or you kill them 
later.”

Prager said this was inevi-
table, given Democrats’ posi-
tion.

“Look, we — those of us 
who predicted that the death 
of God will lead to the death 
of absolute standards were 
right,” he commented. “We 
are now allowing infanticide. 
And it is inevitable. If it is a 
non-issue, a day before birth, 
why is it an issue a day after 
birth? There is no answer that 
the pro-choice community 
has for that question.”

THE ‘WORST SIN’
“The greatest sin, this is not 

Prager. This is in the 10 Com-
mandments,” he said. “There’s 
only one sin in the 10 Com-
mandments God says he will 
not forgive, and that is using 
his name in vain and it doesn’t 
mean saying ‘oh my god what 
a lousy day’ at the office. That 
is a misunderstanding. I ex-
plain.”

“Fox & Friends” co-host 
Brian Kilmeade replied, “But 
killing in his name is.”

“That’s the worst sin you 
can commit.” Prager said. 

might stop petitioning God 
on his behalf.

“I was afraid that I would be 
forgotten; I desperately want-
ed my brothers and sisters to 
pray for me,” said Brunson. 
“I was afraid that they would 
stop praying for me and move 
on to the next crisis.”

After he spoke, Norine 
Brunson asked people to 

stand for a moment of si-
lence to remember persecut-
ed Christians. Tony Perkins, 
a commissioner of the U.S. 
Commission on Internation-
al Religious Freedom, then 
led a prayer asking that God, 
“give us requests we want, 
like Andrew being returned 
home.”

The observance on Capi-
tol Hill followed a ceremony 
earlier in the day when Pres-
ident Trump hosted an event 

at which Protestant, Catholic, 
Jewish, Muslim, Mormon and 
Hindu speakers took turns 
reciting prayers. The day of 
prayer has been observed 
annually across the country 
since Congress created it in 
1952.

Floyd said in an interview 
after the Capitol Hill obser-
vance it will be up to individ-
uals and their congregations 
to determine how to live out 
what he called the “Love One 

Another Movement.”
“We really wanted the peo-

ple to create the movement in 
their own town, in their own 
city, in their own way, through 
their own church rather than 
us trying to dictate some-
thing,” said Floyd, the incom-
ing president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Execu-
tive Committee. “If we really 
want a movement to happen, 
it has to happen at the grass-
roots level.”
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Volunteers Cindy Sullivan, left, and Linda Hahn, right, recently 
worked to create a small plant and flower garden to adorn the 
entry at Choices Pregnancy & Health.
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Nitrogen. Plants need it. 
This nutrient is abundant yet 
fast disappearing, and soil 

tests can’t 
measure it. 
Understand-
ing where it 
comes from, 
and when 
and how to 
use it will 
help readers 
care for their 
gardens.

Nitrogen is 
an important 

component of chlorophyll. I’m 
sure all remember from grade 
school science, chlorophyll 
plus sunlight results in plant 
growth. Without nitrogen, 
chlorophyll can’t function 
properly resulting in stunted, 
yellowing plants.

Plants take up nitrogen in 
several ways. It is plentiful 
in the air, but not in a form 
plants can use. Lightning can 
convert it into a useable form 
but does not create enough or 
happen often enough. Plants 
can take up nitrogen when it 
is dissolved in water as nitrate 
or ammonium. Nitrate is ni-
trogen combined with oxygen 
while ammonium is nitrogen 
combined with hydrogen.

Yet another method is 
biological fixation where 
certain plants, mostly legumes, 
pull nitrogen out of the air and 
deposit into the soil. Then soil 
bacteria and other organisms 
convert it to a form usable by 
plant roots.

Organic matter is also a 
source of nitrogen. It too 
relies on microorganisms in 
the soil to convert it first into 
ammonium and then nitrate. 
The increase of moisture 
and warmth in spring speeds 
up the decomposition of 
organic matter, which speeds 
up microbial activity, which 
speeds up available nitrate and 
ammonium, resulting in plant 
growth.

Even though soil tests are 
unable to accurately measure 
nitrogen, they can determine 
the percentage of organic mat-
ter present. The more organic 
matter present, the greater the 
potential of making nitrogen 
available to plants.

Compost is a great source 
of organic matter, and it is 
free for those who choose to 
make it. Another advantage 
compost has over both organic 
and synthetic fertilizers is it 
provides not only the three 
main nutrients of nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium 
but also micronutrients that all 
plants need.

Remember heat is needed 
to convert organic matter to 
a useable nitrogen source. 
During cold springs plants 
may need a boost from a faster 
acting fertilizer. Soybean meal, 
an organic choice, provides 
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(Editor’s note: The following was 
written by Scott Irwin and Todd Hubbs 
with the University of Illinois Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Consumer 
Economics for the university’s Farmdoc 
Daily website.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It is generally acknowledged the 
U.S. average corn yield is largely 
determined by weather conditions 
during the reproductive and grain 
filling stages during the summer 
months. Still, weather conditions 
other times of the year, as well as the 
timeliness of planting, are known to 
influence the yield outcome.

Wet conditions and a slow start to 
planting in 2019 has heightened in-
terest in whether it is still possible to 
plant the corn crop in a timely man-
ner.

Prospects for completing plant-
ing of the 2019 corn crop in a timely 
fashion depend on four specific fac-
tors:

The percentage of the crop already 
planted;

The beginning date for a significant 
late planting penalty for corn yields;

The number of days suitable for 
fieldwork needed to plant the corn 
crop; and

The total number of days suitable 
for planting expected before a signifi-
cant late planting yield penalty.

The purpose of this article is to as-
sess each of these factors and project 
the timeliness of planting the 2019 
U.S. corn crop.

The first factor that will determine 
the prospects for timely planting of 
the U.S. corn crop is the percentage 
of the crop already planted. Given 
the cold and/or wet conditions expe-
rienced by nearly all of the Corn Belt 
this April, it is not surprising the pace 
of planting has been slowed.

The USDA’s most recent weekly 
Crop Progress report indicated only 
15 percent of the corn acreage in 18 
major producing states was planted 
as of April 28, compared to 15 per-
cent last year and a five-year average 
of 27 percent.

Notably, five of the 18 states in 
the April 21 report had zero plant-
ing progress. While still early, corn 
planting progress certainly is not on 

a robust trajectory.
The second factor that will de-

termine the prospects for timely 
planting of the U.S. corn crop is the 
beginning date for a significant late 
planting penalty for corn yields.

There is not complete agreement 
on the optimum planting window for 
maximizing corn yields or the date 
when late planting begins to impose 
a substantial yield penalty. Both the 
optimum window and cutoff date for 
a significant late planting penalty var-
ies by geographic location.

For market analysis purposes, 
however, it is useful to identify one 
date for the end of the optimum win-
dow that can be applied to the entire 
Corn Belt.

Acreage planted after that date 
would be considered to be planted 
late and yield potential would be 
expected to be reduced as the per-
centage of the acreage planted late 
increases.

In order to set the late planting 
cutoff date, we review information 
generated from agronomic research 
relating planting date to corn yields 
at the farm-level.

We begin with information pre-
sented by University of Illinois pro-
fessor Emerson Nafziger, which he 
updated through the most recent 
2018 results. Nafziger provided the 
data in the form of yield penalty by 
planting date in Table 1.

The yield loss in Illinois is min-
imized by planting in mid-to-late-
April. The yield penalties become in-

creasingly large as planting is delayed 
after mid-May. For example, planting 
on or after May 20 resulted in a yield 
loss of 8.1 percent, or 17.1 bushels 
per acre.

Results from corn planting date 
research for different years and dif-
ferent locations throughout the Corn 
Belt vary, but the reported pattern 
of yield response to planting date is 
comparable.

We have previously defined the 
beginning date for substantial late 
planting penalties on corn yield in 
the U.S. to be May 20. One can cer-
tainly argue for an earlier cutoff date, 
e.g., May 10, in the heart of the Corn 
Belt.

However, we continue to opt for 
the May 20 date in light of the in-
creasing corn acreage in the north-
western part of the Corn Belt and 
the later date of the optimal planting 
windows in these areas.

The third factor that will deter-
mine prospects for timely planting 
of the U.S. corn crop is the minimum 
number of days required to plant the 
U.S. crop. Note this is simply stating 
the planting rate in terms of days 
rather than acres or percentage of the 
total planted acreage.

We found producers in Illinois, 
Indiana and Iowa needed a mini-
mum of 14 suitable field days, or two 
weeks, to plant the corn crop based 
on maximum daily rates of historical 
planting progress.

It is important to emphasize this 
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DES MOINES, Iowa — As 
the Mississippi River levels 
remain high and barge traffic 
slows, the impacts on grain 
trade continue to build. 

Greg Lumsden, Cargill’s 
Market Guide product line 
leader, says farmers will be hav-
ing delays with grain delivery. 

Therefore, it’s going to be 
important for farmers to be 
proactive and communicate 
well with their grain company 
or local elevator. 

“All of us are in this together 
and it’s a huge mess,” Lumsden 
says.

Thursday, May 2, the Mis-
sissippi River crested at 22.64 
feet, a new record-high level, 
and 8 feet above flood stage. 

This week, the river level is 
getting a slight reprieve with a 
few dry days. However, more 

rain is falling Wednesday, and 
the shipping delays for Cargill 
and others remain, according 
to Lumsden. 

“The Mississippi River is ab-
solutely a mess, up and down,” 
Lumsden says. 

“We have continued record 
water levels downstream at 
the Gulf of Mexico. And that 
has been going on for almost 
five months. This has reduced 
shipping capacity in the Gulf 
and at most of the river loca-
tions.” 

For instance, the St. Louis 
harbor is projected to be closed 
through May 10, Lumsden 
says. 

There will be major grain 
shipping impacts all of the way 
to the northern part of the Mis-
sissippi and all of the way to the 
south. 

Cargill, a major multina-
tional grain buyer, seller, and 
shipping company, operates 13 
elevators along the Mississippi 
River and nine along the Ohio 
River. 

“Of all of our river assets, we 

only have five that are loading 
out grain, right now,” Lumsden 
says. We have four open on 
the Ohio River and just one 
at West Memphis, Tennessee, 
loading out on the Mississippi 
River. Everything going north 
is at extremely reduced capac-
ity status, where we are trying 
to keep going to allow produc-
ers to dump, but mainly those 
locations are completely shut 
down for the next two weeks.” 

Cargill, along with some 
other major grain players, is 
loading out some corn, soy-
bean, and wheat shipments in 
east St. Louis, but with very 
reduced capacity. 

“The barges can’t be loaded 
as full as usual, due to the load-
ing issues,” Lumsden says. 

North of St. Louis, grain 
shipping is really on an eleva-
tor-by-elevator basis, he says. 

“We’re trying to stay attuned 
to what farmers are looking to 
move. Some elevators are ac-
cepting corn only this week, 
some have to shut down peri-
odically, and others are open-

ing up a window to take some 
soybeans, all at reduced capaci-
ty,” Lumsden says.

So, when you can’t ship the 
grain on the river, switching 
destination points or railing 
the grain are the next options. 

When you look at the U.S. 
river system, the Missouri Riv-
er recently flooded, now the 
Mississippi River is flooding, 
leaving the Illinois and the 
Ohio River as major alterna-
tives. 

“Where possible, we are 
trying to take advantage of the 
Ohio River. But, up north, on 
the Mississippi River, locations 
are railing out grain to other 
domestic markets to open up 
some storage space,” Lumsden 
says. 

River elevator locations are 
looking at switching delivery 
contracts, letting producers 
fill contracts at other facilities. 
Yet, when a farmer is selling to 
an elevator along the river right 
now, there aren’t too many op-
tions. All of the industry play-
ers are having to do creative 

things, as the wet spring con-
tinues. 

“With farmer-selling being 
slow (due to low prices), a lot 
of these domestic markets, 
whether it’s feeders, ethanol 
plants, or processors, are really 
wanting the corn. So, if we have 
to freight it (corn) longer, or 
jump through some hoops, the 
endusers are willing to work 
with us,” Lumsden says. 

The shipping delays on the 
flood-ravaged rivers have done 
some interesting things to the 
local elevator basis levels, Car-
gill’s MarketGuide leader says. 

“The fact that farmers are 
less likely to be selling during 
these low prices is good news. 
If we had normal farmer 
movement, it would really be 
pressuring basis levels. With 
the lack of farmer movement 
and that domestic markets 
are bidding up and wanting 
that grain, it’s keeping some 
basis levels intact. Basis levels, 
along the river, are lower than 
historic levels. But you are 
also seeing some of the South-

ern markets and Ohio River 
locations that are able to load 
out have better basis prices,” 
Lumsden says. 

Once the rivers calm down, 
maybe in late summer, basis 
price levels could normalize, 
he says.

It may be up to a month to 
get the river levels to return to 
normal, Lumsden says. Grain 
shipping will remain trouble-
some for all parties involved. 

“Our team is talking to barge 
freight people, merchants, 
elevator managers, are all say-
ing that the problems on the 
river will be around beyond a 
month. Once the river is stabi-
lized, only then will the dredg-
ing begin on the river channels, 
repair of docks and load-out 
facilities.” 

Lumsden added, “Getting 
the cleanup finished could 
cause grain shipping logistical 
issues all the way through the 
summer. It won’t be full-steam 
ahead until well into the sum-
mer growing season or even 
the beginning of harvest.” 

Nitrogen is 
essential for 
the home 
garden 

Troubles on river run deep

See GARDENER, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press 

The majority of Edgar County farmers have not been able to plant their 2019 corn crop due to wet conditions. East of Paris 
and across the border in Indiana some fields have been planted and the first green leaves of the corn plant are showing. 

Planting late means risks

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

flooding in the Midwest 
has brought attention to the 
complex agricultural problems 
associated with too much 
rain. Data from the past three 
decades suggest that excessive 
rainfall can affect crop yield 
as much as excessive heat and 
drought. In a new study, an 
interdisciplinary team from 
the University of Illinois linked 
crop insurance, climate, soil 
and corn yield data from 1981 
through 2016.

The study found that during 
some years, excessive rainfall 
reduced U.S. corn yield by as 
much as 34 percent relative 
to the expected yield. Data 
suggest that drought and 
excessive heat caused a yield 
loss of up to 37 percent during 
some years. The findings are 
published in the journal Global 
Change Biology.

“We linked county-level U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
insurance data for corn loss 
with historical weather data, 
letting us quantify the impact 
of excessive rainfall on yield 
loss at a continental scale,” 
said Kaiyu Guan, a natural 
resources and environmental 
sciences professor and the 
study’s principal investigator. 
“This was done using crop 
insurance indemnity data 
paired with rigorous statistical 
analysis — not modeled 
simulations — which let the 
numbers speak for themselves.”

The study found  the impact 
of excessive rainfall varies 
regionally.

“Heavy rainfall can decrease 
corn yield more in cooler areas 
and the effect is exacerbated 
even further in areas that have 
poor drainage,” said Yan Li, a 
former U. of I. postdoctoral 
researcher and lead author of 
the study.

Excessive rainfall can affect 
crop productivity in various 
ways, including direct physical 
damage, delayed planting and 
harvesting, restricted root 
growth, oxygen deficiency and 
nutrient loss, the researchers 
said.

“It is challenging to simulate 
the effects of excessive rainfall 
because of the vast amount of 
seemingly minor details,” Li 
said. “It is difficult to create a 
model based on the processes 
that occur after heavy rainfall 
— poor drainage due to 
small surface features, water 
table depth and various soil 
properties can lead to ponding 
of water in a crop field. Even 
though the ponding may take 
place over a small area, it could 
have a large effect on crop 
damage.”

“This study shows that we 
have a lot of work to do to 
improve our models,” said 
Evan DeLucia, the director of 
the Institute for Sustainability, 

Excessive 
rainfall as 
damaging 
as drought

See PLANTING, Page 8B See RAINFALL, Page 8B

Prospects for timely 
planting depend on soil

Farmers are urged 
to be proactive with 
grain buyers

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER  
GARDNER

Special to The Prairie Press

Illinois and Indiana aren’t the only places corn planting is lagging. This USDA 
map indicates only 23 percent of the 2019 crop has been planted and only 10 
states are ahead of corn planting for the year.
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an organic choice, provides 
some quick nitrogen. Fish 
emulsion is another organic 
choice. 

Synthetic fertilizers, made 
by combining air with natural 
gas, will do the same.

Vegetables and fruits 
require the most nitrogen be-
cause the crops are harvested, 
removing the nitrogen that 
went into them. Annuals re-
quire an intermediate amount 

of nitrogen because they 
produce flowers all summer. 
Perennials need the least 
amount.

Call the University of 
Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners of Edgar County 
with fertilizer or gardening 
questions. We can be reached 
at 217-465-8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
jan¬phipps@gmail.com.)

Energy and Environment, a 
professor of integrative biology 
and study co-author. “While 
drought and heat stress have 
been well dealt with in the 
existing models, excessive 
rainfall impacts on crop system 
are much less mature.”

Many climate change 
models predict the U.S. 
Corn Belt region will 
continue to experience more 
intense rainfall events in the 
spring. Because of this, the 
researchers feel it is urgent 

for the government and 
farmers to design better risk 
management plans to deal 
with the predicted climate 
scenarios.

“As rainfall becomes more 
extreme, crop insurance 
needs to evolve to better meet 
planting challenges faced by 
farmers,” said Gary Schnitkey, 
a professor of agricultural and 
consumer economics and 
study co-author.

The USDA, National 
Institute of Food and 
Agriculture and the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
supported this study.

Farmers should plan to scout for 
last season’s crop pests and diseases
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Illinois farm-
ers planting corn and soybeans 
this season will want to keep 
a sharp eye out for pests and 
diseases that made headlines in 
2018, according to University 
of Illinois crop scientists.

Tar spot reached epidemic 
proportions in Midwest corn 
fields in 2018, says Nathan 
Kleczewski, field crop patholo-
gist in the Department of Crop 
Sciences at U of I. He says 
scouting will be critical, espe-
cially in areas north of I-90 in 
Illinois, where the disease was 
most severe last year.

“Increased severity likely 
means increased local inocu-
lum for this season,” he says. 
“If you are planting corn in a 
region that was hit hard by tar 
spot last season, your risk for 
disease is elevated compared to 
areas where disease was sparse 
or absent.”

Kleczewski notes planting 
corn after soybean or into tilled 

fields could reduce the inci-
dence of the disease, compared 
with planting into corn residue. 
He also emphasizes that scout-
ing will be most important in 
the days and weeks approach-
ing tasseling, when fungicides 
can still be effective.

“If you notice tar spot show-
ing up prior to tasseling, a 
fungicide may help. There are 
several products with a label or 
2ee recommendations for tar 
spot suppression. Like rusts, 
this is an obligate fungus, and 
you want to ensure that the 
ear leaf and leaves above are 
protected during the critical 
periods of grain fill. You do 
not want to chase this disease; 
revenge sprays will not work,” 
he says.

Although tar spot was the 
big news in 2018, Kleczewski 
notes that grey leaf spot was 
by far the most severe and 
widespread disease in corn last 
year. He cautions that farmers 
should not lose sight of this 
disease and others that are en-

countered more frequently and 
consistently in Illinois.

Nick Seiter, field crop ento-
mologist in the Department 
of Crop Sciences at U of I, 
cautions farmers to keep an 
eye out for a pest that wreaked 
havoc in 2018.

“Grape colaspis is a common 
insect, but it only occasionally 
affects corn and soybean pro-
duction in Illinois. However, 
2018 was that rare year where 
‘outbreak’ levels of infestation 
occurred in parts of the state, 
resulting in stand reductions 
and, in some cases, replanting 
of damaged areas,” he says.

Adults, which resemble bean 
leaf beetles, lay eggs in the soil 
in soybean, alfalfa, and legume 
fields in the summer. Larvae 
overwinter and do the greatest 
damage to roots in the spring, 
leading to stand reduction.

Seiter says chemical control 
measures for grape colaspis 
must be applied at planting. 
Insecticide seed treatments 
have been used successfully for 

grape colaspis control in rice in 
the southern U.S., but he says 
there is little information to 
assess the effectiveness of these 
treatments in the Midwest.

“Because of the sporadic 
nature of this pest in corn and 
soybean, there are limited data 
available for at-plant control 
options here. Consider soil in-
secticides or insecticide seed 
treatments on fields that have a 
history of grape colaspis dam-
age, referring to the label for 
correct use,” he says.

Seiter notes there are no via-
ble rescue treatments for grape 
colaspis; instead, once damage 
has occurred, the only manage-
ment decision is whether or 
not to replant.

“Remember, this insect is 
sporadic in Illinois; history 
suggests that issues in 2018 
do not necessarily translate to 
another big year in 2019,” he 
says. “Hopefully, this one will 
pass us by this season, but learn 
to recognize this insect and its 
damage just in case.”

is the absolute minimum 
number of days required 
to plant the crop because 
it assumes that peak rates 
of planting progress can be 
maintained for all 14 days.

The fourth factor that 
will determine prospects 
for timely planting of the 
U.S. corn crop is the total 
number of days suitable 
for planting before the cut-
off date for a significant 
late planting yield penalty, 
which we assume is May 20.

If we begin counting on 

April 25, this means there 
is a total of 25 days until the 
May 20 cutoff date is hit. 

Farmers are normally able 
to plant about half the time 
during this time window.

CONCLUSIONS
Wet conditions in much of 

the Corn Belt have hampered 
corn planting progress. This 
has led to concerns that more 
than the average percentage 
of U.S. corn acreage will be 
planted late.

Computations using his-
torical distributions of suit-
able field days indicates there 
is still sufficient time remain-

ing to plant the 2019 U.S. 
corn crop in a timely manner 
—before May 20.

However, these distribu-
tions do not account for the 
fact that topsoils are saturated 
throughout a considerable 
part of the Corn Belt due to 
heavy rains in recent weeks 
and months.

The wet topsoil condi-
tions at the start of the cru-
cial April 25-May 20 plant-
ing window substantially 
diminish the likely number 
of suitable field days during 
this window because it is 
hard for topsoil to dry out 
with normal precipitation 

and temperature.
When topsoil moisture 

surplus is similar to the cur-
rent level for 2019 that late 
corn planting in the U.S. av-
erages 26.4 percent, which is 
12.1 percentage points higher 
than when topsoil moisture is 
normal.

The bottom line is the cur-
rent wet topsoil conditions 
in the Corn Belt do not bode 
well for planting the entire 
U.S. corn crop in a timely 
manner.

A reasonable estimate is 
late corn planting in 2019 
will be at least 5 to 10 percent 
above average.

Come join a winning team!
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Congrats!

Gavin Coombe
Grace Kile
Chayse Martin

 
Sydney Martin
Colby Phipps

Noah Stone
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Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
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(217)466-5000

Having a 

Graduation Party?SALE
Pre-order your Patties, 
Brats and Hot Dogs!
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Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com
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Sales Representative
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whatever reason, he dreaded 
locomotives with horror.

There was only one place 
that assured him a feeling of 
safety, and that, of course, was 
the crawl space beneath the 
house’s front porch. Every 
time,  the train’s whistle sent 
him scampering like mad for 
his shelter.

Generally, Bojack’s locale 
was on the west side of the 
tracks. This was where the 
house, barn and some out 
buildings were located. One 
day, however, the tenant farm-
er who lived there, was loading 
bales of hay onto a wagon in 
the large field on the east side 
of the railroad. Helping the 
farmer were his two teen-age 
sons, a team of mules and 
Bojack. They were a good half-
mile from the house.

Sure enough, the mournful 
whistle of a chugging freight 
train headed north toward 
Chrisman, pulling a string of 
railroad cars, sounded shrilly. 

Without a second thought, 
Bojack immediately took off 
for the house at top speed.  

The oddity and insanity of 
the dog’s decision was that he 
had a half-mile to run. He was 
perfectly safe where he was. 
The porch the dog yearned to 
reach was maybe only 50 yards 
from the tracks.  Furthermore, 
Bojack was required to cross 
the tracks en route to the porch.  

He had a long, exhausting 
dash, crossing the tracks a mere 
10 feet or so in front of the 
thundering, whistle-blowing 
locomotive. He won the race, 
though, and that’s what mattered.

I know people who exhibit 
unusual fears, say afraid to 
board a ship or airliner, scared 
to visit a dentist, sight of a 
snake, driving or riding on 
mountain roads, faint at the 
glimpse of blood and so on. I’m 
sure there are some more that 
could be listed.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Protective crust
5. Federal poverty level
8. “NCIS” network
11. This many makes a trio
13. Geological time
14. Populous Colombian city
15. Interviewer Morgan
16. More (Spanish)
17. Not close
18. Confined
20. __ Farrow, actress
21. One point east of southeast
22. Kinetic and elastic are two
25. Taking possession of a 
property
30. Associate of same rank
31. Uganda
32. Heads the department
33. Assistants
38. I (German)
41. Small vessel
43. Home to Deadwood
45. Vetoed
47. Wings
49. Vestment
50. Heavy cavalry sword
55. Deer native to Japan
56. Spy agency
57. Was hurting
59. Famous New Yorker film 
critic
60. Liquefied natural gas
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Male offspring
63. Sense of self-esteem
64. Cheek

Clues Down
1. Engine additive
2. Fashionable

3. Region
4. “Friday Night Lights” 
director Peter
5. __ fatale, French 
seductresses
6. A treeless grassy plain
7. Large flat rectangular 
strips of pasta
8. Eating houses
9. Divulge a secret
10. Beget
12. Midway between east
and southeast
14. Container for shipping

19. Deceased 
basketballer Bison __
23. Neither
24. Large lizard
25. Licenses TV stations
26. Express delight
27. Refusal of medical 
assistance
28. Upon
29. Bright or deep red
34. A way to sign
35. Zhou Dynasty state
36. Shock therapy
37. Ocean

CROSSWORD

39. Basket like boat
40. Irish sport
41. Doctor
42. Middle day
44. Autonomous island
45. Made of wood
46. Meat from a calf
47. Inquires
48. Chinese dynasty
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. “The Wire” actor Idris
54. Resistance fighters
58. Criticize

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

It may lie there for years 
and only grow when condi-
tions are right. 

Air temperature needs to 
be 50 to 70 degrees with a 
soil temperature between 45 
and 50. They require even 
moisture, some protection 
from direct sun, and nutrient 
sources. 

Experts know the condi-
tions and recognize locations 
to focus their search.  

A morel may be found 
anywhere, but most often 
under elm, ash, hickory, 

poplar, sycamore and apple 
trees. Dead branches, old 
leaves and early spring 
sap run offer morels a rich 
soup to feed on. Spring 
soil disturbances promote 
fruiting. New morel seekers 
are cautioned to work with 
a mentor or research before 
going out. There are many 
varieties of false morels 
ranging from slightly to 
strongly poisonous. 

Compared to other 
mushrooms, the morel is 
unique in its meaty texture 
and earthy, nutty flavor. 
Each connoisseur has a fa-
vorite way to soak and cook 

the morel. With a season 
being less than a month 
long each spring, the exotic 
looking morel can be a 
true delicacy. Hopefully, 
readers who can’t search for 
themselves have generous 
friends who are willing to 
share their experience and 
treasured finds. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

National Nursing Home 
Week begims Sunday, May 
12 and concludes Sunday, 
May 19. The Paris Health-
care Center has a full 
schedule of public activities 
planned for the celebration.

“This year, we have cho-
sen the theme Heart & Sole 
of PHC,” said marketing di-
rector Kathy Rhoads. “This 

Paris Healthcare celebrating 
national nursing home week 

TOPS groups meet
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, May 2, with 14 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Penny Ring, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Sue English, 
KOPS weekly best loser; Janet 
Embry, best walker; and Ruth 
Ann Knight won the walking 
drawing and the food chart 
drawing.  

Members walked 19 miles 
for the week.   

Embry and English present-
ed the program on the recent 
TOPS and KOPS Area Recog-
nition Day at Effingham. Emb-
ry was recognized as a weight 
loss Division Winner for 2018 
and received a special certifi-
cate and was honored on stage 
with other TOPS and KOPS 
weight loss royalty.   

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 

with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting at 
9 a.m. Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome and 
more information is available 
by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, May 7, with 13 members 
weighing in and 12 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly best los-
er and KOPS drawing winner; 
Janice Stevens won a veggie 
basket; Sharon Phillips was 
the best walker; and Patty 
Felgenhauer was the top ex-
erciser.

 TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is from 5:45-6:50 
p.m., and the meeting starts 
at 7 p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

Special to The Prairie Press 

TOPS IL 1563 recently received a certificate for 45 Years as a 
TOPS organization. Sue Bennett, left, and Coralie Smittkamp, 
right, the longest members of the weight loss club,
 are holding the certificate.

theme embodies the history of 
our building, the beginning of 
our skilled nursing facility and 
present day programs offered 
by Paris Healthcare Center.”

Going along with the theme 
is a Heart & Sole Art Gallery 
filled with memorabilia from 
the Goding Shoe Factory and 
the early days of Shady Rest, 
now known as Paris Health-
care Center. 

The art gallery kicks off with 
a 5-7 p.m. reception Monday, 
May 13, and will be open all 
week, including the Chamber 
After Hours event 5-7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16.

“We will also be serving 
adult beverages, refreshments 
and welcome the talented 
Alayna Whitkanack as our 
live entertainment during the 
Chamber event,” said Rhoads.

Here is the full schedule of 
National Nursing Home Week 
activities open to the public:

May 12 – 2 p.m. Mother’s 
Day Tea and a concert by the 
Sugar Grove Gospel Group.

May 13 – 9 a.m. flag raising 
kick-off and breakfast buffet; 2 
p.m. resident talent show; 5-7 
p.m. Heart & Sole Art Gallery 
reception.

May 14 – 2 p.m. miniature 
horse visit; 4:30-6:30 rib-eye 
dinner under the tent and 
drive-through.

May 15 – 2 p.m. Troy Stone 
performance; 4 p.m. Goding 
Shoe Factory Photo Retake; 7 
p.m. community bingo.

May 16 – 2 p.m. Senior 
Center Line Dancers; 5-7 p.m. 
Chamber After Hours/Black 
& White Dining.

May 17 – 2 p.m. Resident 
Wheelchair Parade; 5-7 p.m. 
Car Show

“The PHC staff and resi-
dents welcome everyone to 
join us for this week-long cele-
bration,” said Rhoads.



Available Office Lease Space
220 West Court St. Paris, IL
Call 217-463-1083 for more 
information

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  Residential 
& commercial 217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice as 
nice for half the price! Insured. 
Free Estimates.  Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.  Free estimates.
217-251-1800

SPRING CLEANUP
Power Washing - Painting
Landscaping - Mulching
Trimming FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today. Open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat.  9 am-5 pm.  We pay cash!

Back Door Garage Sale Area
417 Prairie St., Paris
May 17 & 18
 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Housewares & Clothing
Evelyn Hays 217-465-8342

Marshall Community Wide 
Yard Sale
Saturday, May 11, 2019 
8:00 am-1:00 pm
Map of locations will be available 
on the Marshall Chamber of 
Commerce and Marshall Main 
Street websites and Facebook 
pages. A map can be picked up at 
the Marshall Public Library

INSIDE SALE
150 E Wood Street, 
The Good Stuff Shop
lots of ‘good stuff’
Wed - Sat 10 am - 4 pm

GARAGE SALE
602 W Lincoln Street
Thursday, May 16  
3:00-6:00 pm
Friday, May 17  
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
lots of nice women’s clothing 
med-2x, shoes, toys, dishes, crafts. 
Lots of misc.
Eveland

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR. 
BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL 
AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Local company seeking a full-time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving. 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. call 
217-465-7621

JOB OPENING
Extension Educator,
4-H Youth Development - 
Unit 20
University of Illinois Extension 
is seeking an individual to 
provide educational leadership for 
program delivery in Unit 20 (Clark, 
Crawford, and Edgar Counties).  
Master’s degree related to subject 
matter emphasis required.  To 
view complete job description 
and apply, visit https://go.illinois.
edu/113719.
Closing date is May 27, 2019.
The U of I is an EEO Employer/Vet/
Disabled - www.inclusiveillinois.
illinois.edu

We are looking for pizza makers, 
kitchen cooks and dishwashers 
to join our team at Joe’s Pizza.
Must be dependable, trustworthy, 
and able to work in a fast-paced 
environment.
Outstanding job performance and 
dependability will be rewarded with 
pay increases.
Please apply in person at Joe’s 
Pizza, 226 W Court St, Paris.
No phone calls please.

341 Intake Manager
The office of Marsha L. 
Combs-Skinner, Chapter 13 
Trustee, Central District of 
Illinois, located in Newman, has 
an immediate opening for a 341 
Intake Manager.  
Qualified person will be respon-
sible for document retrieval and 
scanning, data entry, preparing 
files for court, income and tax 
analysis, and assisting others with 
varied duties.  
Candidate must possess strong 
math skills, ability to prioritize/or-
ganize, adapt to change and meet 
high pressure deadlines.  Ability 
to work with a team is required.  
Proficient in Microsoft Office, 5-7 
years business/office experience 
preferred.  Credit/Criminal 
background check required.  F/T 
position with competitive salary 
and benefits.    

Deadline for applicants will be 
5/23/2019.  Please send resume 
to:  teri@ch13cdil.com .  No phone 
calls or walk-ins will be accepted.

Precision Collision is seeking a 
part-time tow truck driver. Must 
be 21 and a good driving record is 
required. No CDL requirements. 
Training provided. Evening and 
weekend shifts available. Apply 
online at www.precisioncollision-
paris.com or on our Facebook 
page.

Crestwood School has the 
following openings for the 
2019-2020 school year: Cook; 
Softball Head Coach; Volleyball 
Head Coach.  Applications may 
be picked up at Crestwood School, 
15601 US Hwy 150 then returned 
with cover letter and resume to 
Superintendent Danette Young at 
the school.

Crestwood School has openings 
for three paraprofessionals 
for the 2019-2020 school 
year: Preschool, Title and Media 
Center.  Positions require 60 
hours of college course work or 
have passed work keys test or 
paraprofessional test through the 
state of Illinois.  Applications may 
be picked up at Crestwood School, 
15601 US Hwy 150 then returned 
with cover letter and resume to 
Superintendent Danette Young at 
the school.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

FOR SALE
21-inch gasoline Troy-bilt push 
mower. Always starts with one 
pull. Grass catcher and gas can 
included.  $80.00 (217)465-5590

2 DAY ESTATE TAG SALE May 10th 
8AM-5PM May 11th 8AM-2PM 126 
W. 10th Street Gibson City, IL 
Furniture, Advertising, Antiques, 
Collectibles, MORE! 217-781-4131 
www.strebeckauctions.com

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled. Taking 
applications.  Unfurnished, No pets
Adults   For viewing call 
217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, 
can be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Mobile home for rent.
2 bedroom, stove and
 refrigerator. Furnished.
$450 per month.
References, lease & deposit 
required.  217-251-2184

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets. 217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep  - Central air. 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

FOR SALE Backhoe - Bolen’s Iseki 
G194 Diesel, 969 hours $4,850.00
John Deere 500 Big Baler 
- $1,350.00
Contact Larry Yaw 
217-269-2470

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
Get a FREE referral to an attorney! 
Call the Illinois State Bar 
Association Illinois Lawyer Finder 
The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

For Sale - Genie Scissor Lift
Model # 1930
With 237 hours. With a 7’ x 20’ 
Sure-Trac  Tilt Trailer.
217-232-5587

Building Site For Sale
2 lot building site (98’x147’)
quiet street.  1609 Michigan 
$5,000.00  .  Call 465-4424

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF JENNIFER J. THOMAS,
Deceased
No. 2019 P 20

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of 
JENNIFER J. THOMAS.  Letters 
of Office were issued on April 4, 
2019 to Savanah Lindvall, 11271 
N. Creekside Drive, Monrovia, IN 
46157, administrator whose attor-
ney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., Paris, 
IL 61944.
  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both on or before November 5, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.

SAVANAH LINDVALL
Administrator

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/465-4196
FAX: 217/466-1213

STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE
 FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
- PARIS, ILLINOIS - 
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
WILLIAM M. TONEY
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION OF CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of William M. Toney. Letters of 
Office were issued on April 30, 2019 
to David M. Frisse, PO Box 430, 
Paris, Illinois 61944 as Independent 
Personal Representative, whose 
attorney is L. Kaye DeSelms 
Dent, FRISSE & BREWSTER LAW 
OFFICES, LLC, 111 Sheriff St., Ste. B, 

P.O. Box 430, Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the estate must 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, or 
with the Independent Personal 
Representative, or both, on or 
before November 11, 2019, six 
(6) months from the date of first 
publication of this notice, or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Independent Personal 
Representative is required by § 18-3 
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date 
stated in that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to the Independent 
Personal Representative and 
to the Independent Personal 
Representative’s attorney within 
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Dated: May 8, 2019 
David M. Frisse, Independent 
Personal Representative
By: L. Kaye DeSelms Dent

The City of Chrisman is accept-
ing bids from Contractors for the 
construction of a new pavilion at 
Centennial Park.
Also, accepting bids for window 
and door replacements, wall re-
pairs, interior and exterior painting 
and flooring for Chrisman City Hall 
building.
Please contact Chrisman City 
Hall for more information at 
217-269-2214

PARIS UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #95

BID NOTICE
BRICK REPAIR

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for brick repair at Mayo Middle 
School will be received at Paris 
Union School District #95, 300 E. 
Wood St. Paris IL 61944. Bids must 
be received on or before Tuesday, 
May 28, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. At 
this time, bids will be opened and 
publicly read. Bids submitted after 
this will not be considered. Please 
indicate on the envelope that brick 
repair bid is enclosed.
Bid specifications  relating to 
the Mayo Middle  School brick 
repair may be obtained  from the 
Superintendent of Schools, 300 E. 
Wood St, Paris IL 61944
The Board of Education reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or 
all bid proposals for the above as 
the Board may deem in the best 

interest of the school district.

Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education
Paris Union School District #95

PARIS UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #95

BID NOTICE
PARKING LOT REPAIR

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for parking lot repair will be 
received at Paris Union School 
District #95, 300 E Wood St. Paris 
IL 61944. Bids must be received on 
or before Tuesday, May 28, 2019 
at 12:00 p.m. At this time, bids will 
be opened and publicly read. Bids 
submitted after this will not be 
considered. Please indicate on the 
envelope that parking lot repair bid 
is enclosed.
Bid specifications  relating to the 
parking lot repair may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of 
Schools, 300 E Wood St, Paris IL 
61944
The Board of Education reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or 
all bid proposals for the above as 
the Board may deem in the best 
interest of the school district.
Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education
Paris Union School District #95

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
request, signed by at least one-
third (1/3) of the Members of the 
Edgar County Board for a SPECIAL 
MEETING to be held on May 20, 
2019 at 9:090 a.m., at the Edgar 
County Highway Department, 
12637 E. 950th Rd., Paris, IL has 
been filed in the County Clerk’s 
Office, for the purpose of:
1.  Authorize Chairman to Execute 
Contract with Horizon Health For 
Ambulance Service
Given under my hand and seal this 
8th day of May, 2019

August Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Paris 
Community Unit School District 
No. 4, Edgar County, Paris, Illinois 
is accepting bids for bread and 
break products, milk, yogurt, 
and other dairy products, for the 
2019-2020 school year.  Bids 
must be received by 10:00 am, 
June 7, 2019 in the office of the 

Superintendent, 15601 U.S. Hwy 
150, Paris, IL 61944.  For further 
information please contact the 
District Office at (217) 465-5391. 
 
Bid Request: Commercial Food 
Service Vendors/County Health 
Dept Permitted
Food Service Contract: Summer 
Food Service Program - Edgar 
County, Illinois
SFSP Dates Contracted: June 
3-August 2nd (Monday-Friday 
excluding 7/4/19)
The Douglas County Health 
Department, SFSP Sponsor for 
Summer Meals in Edgar County, is 
currently requesting food service 
bids from permitted commercial 
food service vendors capable of 
supplying 60-100 lunches daily 
to be served at approved summer 
meal sites in Edgar County throught 
eh Summer Food Service Program.
For Questions please contact:
Hannah Volkmann 217-264-4471
Summer Phillips 217-253-4137
This institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider.

In conformity with Illinois 
School Code section 105 ILCS 
5/10-10, the Board of Education 
of Paris Union School District No. 
95 hereby gives notice that it will 
accept letters of application from 
individuals who would like to be 
considered for appointment by the 
Board to fill the vacancy created by 
the resignation of a school board 
member. The person selected will 
serve until the next regular school 
election scheduled, at which time 
a candidate will be elected to fill a 
two-year term.
Qualifications:
A candidate for the position must:
a) be a citizen of the United States;
b) be of the age of 18 years or over;
c) be a resident of the Paris Union 
School District No. 95 for at least 
one year; and
d) shall be a registered voter, as 
provided by the general election 
law.
Interested persons must file a letter 
of interest and resume addressed 
to the Board of Education, at the 
Office of the Superintendent of 
Paris Union School District No. 95, 
300 East Wood Street Paris, Illinois 
61944. Letters and applications 
must be received in that office no 
later than 4 p.m. on Thursday, May 
30, 2019. The Board will notify the 
applicant of the procedure to be 
followed for the interview.

SATURDAY,  
MAY 11, 2019 10B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION! AUCTION!
Sunday, June 2 @ Noon IL time

Erkenbeck Living Estate Sale
Vast assortment of primitives, antiques, furniture, 

Historic Edgar Co. items!
An extensive collection acquired over generations!

Live & on-line bidding! pre-bidding available soon!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes

Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the Company) hereby gives notice to the public that on April 18, 2019, it filed with 
the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC or Commission) proposed changes in its rates and charges 
for electric delivery services throughout its territory in Illinois pursuant to its Rider MAP-P, perfor-
mance-based formula rate tariff, and updated its calculation of rates and charges per the formula rate 
tariff.  The changes are applicable to Ameren Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III, as more fully described below. 
The changes in rate schedule are proposed to take effect with the January 2020 billing period - after the 
Commission issues its final Order.  The Commission has up to 240 days to complete this proceeding and 
issue its final Order.
This filing conforms to Illinois Public Acts 097-0616, 097-0646 and 098-0015 (the “Law”).  These Public 
Acts also require the Company to spend $625 million in electric system modernization investments over 
a 10-year period. This modernization will benefit customers and create 450 new jobs during the peak 
program year.  In addition, the Law requires the Company to meet various performance metrics intended 
to increase reliability, reduce outage durations and provide improved service to customers, or be subject 
to financial penalties.  
The proposed updated formula rate revenue requirement results in an overall annual decrease of $7.23 
million from the electric revenue requirement last ordered by the ICC in Docket No. 18-0807, modified 
to include the advance of tax reform cost reductions resulting from the federal Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 
2017.  Proposed rates in this proceeding will reflect rate design changes, including continued movement 
towards rate uniformity among the same Rate Classes in different Rate Zones.
For the DS-1 Residential Delivery Service classification, the proposed decreases in electric delivery ser-
vice and electric distribution tax (EDT) cost recovery revenue are 2.5, 2.5 and 2.4 percent for Rate Zones 
I, II and III, respectively.  
The rates for delivery service and EDT cost recovery constitute only a portion of the total bill of a cus-
tomer currently taking bundled electric service from Ameren Illinois or taking supply service from a 
third-party supplier.  The following compares the Company’s proposal to the bundled bill (delivery ser-
vice charges that are in effect today and purchased power charges effective through May 2019) for res-
idential customers: 
1) For a residential customer using 5,000 kWh annually (or average of 417 kWh monthly), the effect of the 
delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produces an average monthly decreases 
of $0.66, $0.66 and $0.66 (or -1.2%, -1.2% and -1.2%  monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively. 
2) For a residential customer using 10,000 kWh annually (or average of 833 kWh monthly), the effect of 
the delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produce an average monthly decreases 
of  $1.14, $1.13 and $1.13 (or -1.3%, -1.3% and -1.3% monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively.
3) For a residential customer using 18,000 kWh per year (or average of 1,500 kWh monthly), the effect 
of the delivery service bill changes being proposed by Company produce an average monthly decreases 
of $1.63, $1.62 and $1.62 (or -1.2%, -1.2%, and -1.2% monthly bill changes for bundled service) in Rate 
Zones I, II and III, respectively. 
For non-residential customers, the proposed changes in electric delivery service and EDT cost recovery 
revenue for each of the three Rate Zones are as follows:
• For DS-2, Small General Delivery Service, -0.3, -0.3 and -0.3 percent decreases for Rate Zones 
I, II and III, respectively;
• For DS-2 (Optional Charges), Small General Delivery Service, -1.1, -0.2, and -0.6 percent de-
creases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively; 
• For DS-3, General Delivery Service, 0.1, 0.2, and 0.3 percent increases for Rate Zones I, II, and 
III, respectively;
• For DS-4, Large General Delivery Service, 5.2, 15.6 and 4.9 percent increases for Rate Zones I, 
II and III, respectively;
• For DS-5, Lighting Service, -34.9, -41.6 and -41.2 percent decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, 
respectively; and
• For DS-6 (Formerly DS-3), Temperature Sensitive Delivery Service, -9.6, -9.2 and -9.1 percent 
decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively.
• For DS-6 (Formerly DS-4), Temperature Sensitive Delivery Service, -9.5, -5.1 and -10.6 percent 
decreases for Rate Zones I, II and III, respectively.

A copy of the proposed change in schedule may be inspected at the Ameren Illinois offices at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
Customers should be advised that the Commission may alter or otherwise amend the rates or conditions 
of service after hearings are held pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, and may increase or decrease 
individual rates in amounts other than those requested by Ameren Illinois
All parties interested in this matter may obtain information with respect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol 
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & CEO
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Clark-Edgar Rural Water District
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) 2018

The Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) for the Clark-Edgar Rural Water District has been completed for the monitoring period of January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018.  This publication will serve 
as your notification of the CCR.  You will not be receiving an individual copy in the mail.  If you would like a copy of the CCR, please contact our office at 475 IL Hwy 1, P.O. Box 297, Marshall, IL 62441 or 
call us at 217-463-5888.

Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2018. (IL0230010)

This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts made by the CLARK-EDGAR RWD water system to provide safe drinking water. The source of 
drinking water used by CLARK-EDGAR RWD is Ground Water provided by 3 active wells and Purchase Water from City of Paris and City of Marshall. If you have any questions about this report or 
concerning your water utility, please contact our office staff at 217-463-5888. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality. If you would like to learn more, please 
feel welcome to attend any of our regularly scheduled board meetings. Meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month at our Oliver, Illinois office at 475 IL Hwy 1, Marshall IL 62441 beginning 
at 7:30 pm during daylight savings time and at 7:00 pm after daylight savings time ends. To view a summary version of the completed Source Water Assessments, including: Importance of Source 
Water, Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and documentation/recommendation of Source Water Protection Efforts, you may access the Illinois EPA website at http://www.epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/
wp/swap-fact-sheets.pl.
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua que usted bebe. Tradúzcalo ó hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.
In addition to the informational section of the Water Quality Report, we have included for your review the Water Quality Data Table. The table will give you a better picture of the contaminants that are 
detected in your water.

Source of Drinking Water
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and groundwater wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through 
the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, 
or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agricultures, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminates, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban 
storm water runoff, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presences of contaminates does not necessarily indicate that water poses 
a health risk. More information about contaminates and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPAs Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who 
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about 
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated 
with service lines and home plumbing. We cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead 
exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on 
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Source Water Assessment
To determine Marshall’s susceptibility to contamination, the following document was reviewed: A Well Site Survey, published in 1990 by the Illinois EPA. Based on the information obtained in this document 
there is one potential source of groundwater contamination that could pose a hazard to groundwater utilized by Marshall’s community water supply wells. This potential source is an above ground fuel 
storage tank. The facility has indicated that the tank is empty and has no hoses or attachments in place. They are attempting to contact the owner to establish whether there will be future use of the tank. In 
addition, information provided by the Leaking Underground Storage Tank and Remedial Project Management Sections of the Illinois EPA indicated additional sites with on-going remediation which may be 
of concern. Based upon this information, the Illinois EPA has determined that the Marshall Community Water Supply’s source water is susceptible to contamination. The land use within the recharge areas 
of the wells was analyzed as part of this susceptibility determination. This land use includes agricultural properties.

 Violation Report Summary
 Clark-Edgar Rural Water District received no violations for 2018.

 Source Water Information

 Source Water Name                Type of Water Report Status                   Location
  
 Well 1 (01637)               GW       active                NNW Of Darwin – 1 Mile

 Well 2 (01638)               GW       active            1200ft N of Well 1

 Well 3 (01780)               GW       active            Sec 22 T.10N, R.11W

 Master Meter Paris IL0450300             GW       active             IL Route 150 & 1900th St. Stratton Township

 CC 02-Master Meter South Short FF IL0230100 TP 01  GW       active           S. Short Meter at Marshall’s WTP
 
Lead and Copper
Definitions:
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for a margin of safety.
Action Level:  The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.

Water Quality Test Results
Definitions:   The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation.
Avg:    Regulatory compliance with some MCL’s are based on running annual average of monthly samples.
Level 1 Assessment:  A level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water 
system.

Level 2 Assessment:  A level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has  
    occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple occasions.
Maximum Contaminant 
Level or MCL:    The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant level 
Goal or MCLG:   The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Maximum residual disinfectant 
Level or MRDL:   The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant in necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

Maximum residual disinfectant
Level or MRDLG:   The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to  
    control microbial contaminants.
na:    not applicable
mrem:    millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body)
ppb:    micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one once in 7,350,000 gallons of water.
ppm:    milligrams per liter or parts per million – or one once in 7,350 gallons of water
Treatment Technique or TT:  A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

Regulated Contaminants
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Lead and Copper

Regulated Contaminants

Water Quality Test Results

PARIS IL0450300
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2018.

Violation Report Summary
Paris received no violations for 2018.
 
Source Water Information
Source Water Name   Type of Water  Report Status   Location
 
Well 1 (01640)    GW   active    in Indiana

Well 2 (01641)    GW   active    in Indiana

Well 3 (01930)    GW   active    in Indiana

Well 4 (01931)    GW   active    in Indiana

Lead and Copper

Regulated Contaminants

MARSHALL IL0230100
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2018.

Violation Report Summary
Marshall received no violations for 2018.

Source Water Information
Source Water Name  Type of Water  Report Status   Location
Well 2 (45154)           GW  
Well 3 (45155)           GW
Well 5 (01745)           GW      ALONG BIG CREEK, ½ MI E OF MARSHALL & OR US 40
Well 6 (01746)           GW      ALONG BIG CREEK, ½ MI E OF MARSHALL & N OF US 40

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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